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To the "malt u hopeful and a ingenious 
8 Youno GENTLEMAN) 


JOHN TURNOR, e El 


son and His Tf 


ir EDMOND TURNOR, 


Of Steaks | in the County of Lincoly, Knight] Ep 


one of the Farmers of bis MA 1 's 
Cuſtoms. | 
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E 18 Tranſlation, to which 
J have been bold to fix 
= your Name; from the firſt. 
ns” that I was prevailed with to 
make it publick, I had an Ambi- 
tion to preſent unto you, hoping 
it will not be unacceptable, in re- 
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gard its Quantity is but ſmall, and HIRE ©. 
therefore cannot be any Hindrance FE 


to your Studies, in which already 
you have made a Progreſs, beyond 
* could have been . 
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iv. We Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


your Years: Nor can I think it 
will be unpleafing in reſpe&t of its 
Quality, it being a Piece of innocent 
Mirth, wherein my Author does with 
Horace, miſcere utile dulci. Illuſtrat- 
ing his Hiſtory with Moral and 


5 __ Philoſophical Reflections; and takes 


'Occaſion, now and then, fatyrically 


3 inveigh againſt ſeveral ill Cuſtoms 


and Vices of the Age, carefully a- 
voiding all prophane and laſcivious 
Expreſſions, (a Crime too familiar 
with our modern Writers in this 
Kind.) But that which, I fear, may ij 
not fo well reliſh in this Engliſ 
Dreſs, with ſome, is his peculiar | 
Method both in Stile and Matter, 
which he obſerves not only in this 
Piece, but indeed in the reſt of his 
Works, which are in all nineteen Vo- 
lumes, beſides many excellent Plays; 
for which he hath merited, in the 
Eſteem of his own Countrymen, a 
Place in the firſt Rank of the Span/h 
Virtuoſo's. „„ 
Now, Sir, having given this Ac- | 
count of the Work and Author, I | 
might apologize for the careleſs Over- 
fights committed in this rough Drone : 
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but when I ſhall have acquainted you | 
that it was done @ la volee, only for 
my Divertiſement at ſpare Hours, 
and my Practice in the Spanfh. Tongue, 
I hope it will in ſome meaſure plead 
my Excuſe. 

This, Sir, for your Entertainment 
at your Times. of Recreation, I have 
preſumed to dedicate to you, as a 
Teſtimony of the Reſpe& and Service 
which I owe, as well to your honour- 
ed Father, and the virtuous Lady your 
Mother, as to yourſelf, that I may 
at leaſt acknowledge to the World, 
how much I ftand, obliged to you; 
though I ſhall ever be unable to ac- 
quit myſelf any further, than by the 
Deſires and Paſſions T have ever to 15 
N in the 9 of, 


Honoured Sir, 
Your moſt obliged, Humble Servant, 
PHILIPP AYRES 5 
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7 is = certain, that upon the 11 
View of the Title of this. Diſcourſe, 
' the Ignorant Reader dvi 2 turn ouer 
the Leaf with all the careleſſneſs and. 
negle# imaginable, as who ſhould ſay, 
What is all this to me? But he does not. 
conſider that by overacting this Careleſſ. 
neſs, he diſcovers himſelf more concern d 
than he would be thought to be; fo that I 
Hall be ſuppoſed to have thrown away fo 
much Ink and Pains to no purpoſe ; but 
yet fer all bis, 5 may T Chance at ſome 


5 time 
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time or other, look further into it (as 
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many times it happens) and in that Caſe, b | 


I could wiſh-he would reflect a little upon 


 T have beftowed upon the Drawing of bis 


Picture, how ſhort ſoever of the Original; 


for it would poſe a wiſe Man to report al! 


the Follies which a fimple Wretch may be 


able to commit. He ſhall do well there- % 


fore to ſupply and correct the Failings, 
which he ſhall find in the Copy, by the 
Perfections of the Original. If he pre- 

tends to play the Critick, I muſt look for 
many a ſowre Face, ſome bitter and 
empty Apology and Reply, Marginal Re 

flections in abundance, and other Impo- 

tencies of Vanity and Paſſion; all which, 
will make moſt excellent matter for the 
Second Part of his Hiſtory. In the mean 
time T ſhall not envy them the Fruits of 
their own Weakneſſes, that take a greater 
"Pleaſure in Cenſuring the Lives and 


Actions of Others, than in Mending 
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Of ne Viſit which Don Leonardo and the 
L.iceniate made to the Doctor Cenudo. 


JO the Mothers of the whole Race of Fools, 
Greeting; and your Attention I beſeech _ 
you; it I may without Vanity beſpeak ſa -- 
great and fo illuſtrious an Audience. Bleis yourſelves 
in your Iſſue; a Generation of People ſatisfied in 
themſelves (for ſuch is the Fruit of Ignorance) and 
_ whoſe Poſterity ſhall give Honour to their Progenitors. 
Suffer yourſelves to be undeceived ; for you will find, _ 
that in all Ages, he that enricheth, he that honoureth, _ 
he that raiſeth a Family, is a fooliſh Son; for For- 
tune befriendeth his Imperfections, and flattereth his F 
Miſcarriages, to make Boaſt of her Force in the moſt- .. 
Unworthy. And certainly you cannot be doubtful of 1 
3 this Truth yourſelves, that have ſo much multiplied 
X the Number of the Ignorant. But we ſhall rather ſe- 
F cond our Opinion (than argue it) with a true Hiſtory, 
- a in our Times, and therefore of the better 
. Reliſh. | : 
I ſay then, that in our Age there was a certain 
. Coxcomb, though not ſo much unlike a Philoſopher, - 
being fo addicted to Books, that he rather ſeemed 
to be a Fart than an Owner of them. He happened 
oe ſometimes 
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Vo: _ The Fortunate Fool. 


ſometimes to keep Company with a Parafite, the Son 
of an Inhabitant of Madrid, his Name Don Leonard. 
de Vargas, and with an arrogant Andaluzer, a Pre- 
tendient in the Court, called the Licentiate Campuxano, 
one that carried a whole Lucifer in his Head, and 
ſmoaked his Face with Brimſtone to make himſelf look 
pale he let his Beard grow, affected Severity, ſeldom 
aughed, contracted his Brows, and nodding now and 
then his Head, and ſaying, *Tis well, he ſays ſome- 
Tres, 16, Dalles. for one of the wiſeſt Men in the 
OR . : 
heir greateſt reſort was to Bookſellers Shops, par- 
_ ticularly to one over againſt San. Felipe, where at that 
time uſed to meet a great number of Virtupſi. Here 
then, one Afternoon, in:Chriftma/s Holy-Days, met 
the two Friends Para/ite and Arrogant ; who after they 
had entertained their Eyes with the Beauties, that paſſed 
Calle Mayor (or High Street) in their ſeveral Coaches z 
they took up a Diſcourſe to entertain their Tongues, Don 
Leonardo remembring to ask the Licentiate for the Doc- 
tor Cenudo, a Man ſuppoſed to be very well skilled in 
the Criticiſms of Learning; he anſwered, That It Was 
a great while ſince he was ſtolen from that Concourſe, 
and that he feared he was either out of Town or ſick : 
Truly, I ſhould be ſorry for that, reply'd Leonardo; for 
though the Court be ſo abounding in all things of Plea- 
fure, yet does it not afford any, that can yield it me, ſo 
fully, as the ſeeing that in it there is one, who can ſupply 
it with laughter, I mean this Doctor; of whom it may 
be better fa than once of an * Emperor it was, He 
evas born for the Delight of Mankind, I am confident 
that had this Man lived in the Athenian Republick, 
they would have maintained him out of the Common 
Stock in the Prizaneum, as they did all thoſe famous 
Men to whom they acknowledged any Obligation, Is 
there any thing of ſo great importance in a Common- 


Wealth as Laughter ? All the Cares of Life are directed 
FVV SD 5 | 


V one that for Merit, or in Reward for ſome-great " 
ſues at Court for Honour or Preferment. : 
+ The Emperor Titus, EN 
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to this end. The Ambitions Man lſes his Sleep, the 
W Covetous Man his Judgment, the. Voluptuons Man his 
W Eftate and Honour, only for this little Idol, for Pleaſure, 
WT whoſe greateſt teſtimony is Laughter. What needed 
Edicurus to have (puzzled. our Brains, to find out what 
Was the greateſt. Felicity, knowing there was Laughter, 
in the World? Which though it ſhould have no other 
advantage on its ſide, than that no Man whilſt he was 
laughing and merry, ever committed a fault that might 
deſerve a Frown, is ſufficient to call it, The greateſt Good: 
in our Sphere. What Virtue is not to be found in a 
merry Man? At all times you ſhall ſee him liberal, 
peaceable, courteous, grateful, good company, den 
and finally pleaſant. Was there ever a melancholy Man 
ſeen, who hatch not ſome fault that occaſioned: his Me- 
'$ 1ancholy ? There is a Philoſopher who would prove, by 
natural Reaſon, that all filthy Wickedneſs proceeds from 
Melancholy. I am clearly of Opinion, that if we had 
many of theſe Men in the World, there pn, be 82 
few. Vie. 
Say not ſo, replyed the Lioentiato very augry. 1 ail 
1 ſorry to hear that, from ſo underſtanding a Perſon as you: 
Do you not conſider that too much Mirth effeminates the 
Mind, and that it is unworthy a wiſe and prudent Man ? 
What do you call effeminating the Mind? ſaid Don Les 
23 z:ards. I have read that the Lacedemonians went to their 
8 Battels with Dances and merry Songs, wherewith their 
Soldiers being firſt recreated, they afterwards charged in 
the Encounters with more Gallantry. For yon muſt 
know, Sir, that fear and ſadneſs go together: : Did you 
erer hear of a Drunkard, that ran away from thoſe 
2 Quarrels, . which at every. inſtant his Wine provoketh- 5 
eis the chearfulneſs of that ſweet Liquor, which ani: 
mateth and ſtrengthneth them. Do we not uſe to fay, 
when any Perſen is ſad, that his Heart is ſtreightneds : 
and then on the contrary, when: l is men chat a is 
1 and fre, 


. N Don Teese, fd the Licentiate, hs 
15 to, c us in Philoſophy, and is improper for;,. g 
ace more at Piſure we'll talk of this elſen here, 3 


_ 


x2 ' The Fortunate Fool, | 
bor I promiſe you, I have beftowed ſome Pains upon this 


very Point, which you will be glad to ſee, On this 
manner did our Arrogant eſcape out of the Streights ; and 
Don Leonardo ſeeing himſelf put off without an Anſwer : 
Well Sir, ſaid he to him, if you will have a merry ;, 
Chriftmaſs, come with me and let us go viſit the Doc- 7 


tte pleaſanteſt Man, that ever you faw in your Life. 
Let us go with all my Heart, faid the Licentiate, for 


YL: 
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I already have jome knowledge of him, as he alſo hath | 
of me, and I aſſure you, were it not for ſome ſingular 


Opinions, the Doctor is an acute ingenious Man, and 1 
no ill ſpeaker ; but he affecteth the way of praiſing over 


the left Shoulder, as we ſay, I mean of ſpeaking ill of 
moſt Men, and contradicting the - well-adviſedneſs of 


others. 


There are of chis ſort of Men, who are not at all 


pleaſed with an ingenious Conceit, unleſs it toucheth 
upon Hereſy, or if not ſpoken in a Language patched 1 
up on Purpoſe, like a Beggar's Cloak; but I leave 


them to themſelves: What I underſtand is, that they 


are not to be underſtood, fer by thoſe Means which f 1 


they think to enlarge their Fame, they ſhall ſuppreſs 
it, and their Works ſhall dye with them : for wanting 
one that ſhould read them with a Gloſs, they fhall 
want another that ſhould hear them with Pati- 
Thus went Dos Leonardo diverted, and with fay- 
ing, Now that you perceive the 'Thunder hath ceaſed, 
you give a Flaſh of Lightning, they cloſed up the 
| Converſation, and came to the Doctor Cenuds's Lodg- 


ing, where they knocked and enquired for him; a | # 


Boy, that ſeemed the Doctor's Page, anſwered, My 


| Maſter ſays, he is not within : They laughed heartily | i 
at his Simplicity, bidding, that he ſhould tell him, 
here was the Licentiate Campuzano and Don Leonardo. 
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The Lad carried the Meſſage, and before he opened 1 


the Door, asked, Who the Licentiate Campuzano 


was? At this the good Licentiate was ready to run 


Aged, and Don Leonardo going about ic dae, a 


* 


is <2 
© IFN 1 


FE 
- y * 


e en 8 3 1 —_— * a r . r 20 £ * po * TRE » 
* * * 1 TT * A * 3 * n * n 9 1 Wen FEE 8 9 EI ag 44 by + « o Js Ly 21h 

1 e c > Oh 5 A l * Ke os 1 YI A 0, ox ol DPS, F ens ROS. | 

We, N r N 9 R 9 as. 2 et ans Lf ER 5 r , * 12 er 

5 4 3 1 9 I 1 N W e " f . f Be pe. : » — . I 48 "I 

. ; 2 Ha To Tr K 55 > * h 3 3 pa Ls WF OY K+ Ce * * . Fa 4 * IN i * * * SR IN 5 80 N, e * . * 2 A 
9 5 ! 5 ? bo SERA LS © £ 7 DES Peg TY, ; 2 1 . | * 
* * T- 3 3 {oh 1 5 . n boy 9 a ; — 


9 FE 3% . 
* n 


The Fortunate Fool. 13 


o not tell him, ſaid. he, my Works will one Day 
nake me known; and if till now I have not given 
nany to the Preſs, it is, that I have been detained from 
it by my modeſty. This we ſtrangers loſe, for how 
much ſoever we may have ſinged our Eyebrows at our 
Studies, none takes Notice of it, no not ſo much as of 
ene ſmoak, fo licentious in this Age: I much admire 
ehat the Doctor queſtions who I am, ſince in more than 
one Converſation he might have eaſily known it. Be 
vo angry, Sir, replyed the waggiſh Boy, for itis not my 
Mater the Doctor that queſtions it, but I only, that have 
1s Order to deny him to all ſuch as are not of his hu- 
nour and entertainment, nor does he yet know that your 
"Xx Yor/5ips are here. That I eaſily believe, ſaid the Li- 
centiate; and walking forwards, they paſſed through an » 
Entry and an outward Hall, well furniſhed with Chairs, 
Tables, Cabinets and Pictures; when the Page, calling 
through the Key-hole of a Door that was ſhut, ſaid, 
Dere is no Opportunity f feeing my Maſter now, for he . 
, bu/re at his Devotions; be pleaſed to walk there a "3: 
doßile, or return hither ſome other Day, and I will tell 3 
im that you came to do him this favour. Let us enter- 
tain our ſelves with the many things that are here 
XX worthy of Admiration, ſaid the Licentiate, for I came ſo 
deſirous of feeing him, that I ſhall eſteem the Time ut- 
terly loft, which I ſhall not ſpend in his Converſation: 
Thus flayed they, delighting their Eyes on the vari- 
2X ous Objects, when Don Leonardo fearing ſome whim- 
ſey ſhouldalter the Licentiates Reſolution, and going to- 
3 wards the Door to ſee if they might get in, obſerved 
that the Key was left on the outſide, and ſeeing no 
Body to hinder them, for the Page was gone out a good 
while before, heopened it, and making a Sign to the 1 
Licentiate, they both went into a Room, ei adorn- 
ed with Books, PiQures, exquifite Venice Glaſſes, "2 
| Eftremoz Pots, and many pleaſant Curioſities, both of 
Braſs and Paſteboard ; ſcarce had they entred, when the 
Door with a great Bounce was ſhut and locked. The 
Room was but dark, for although it was Day-time, the 
. 5 0  ” Windows 
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> Wh of We Fortunate. F 4 


Windows were kept ſhut, and only a Lamp with. three 
Lights was burning in it. 


At the noiſe of the Door, the Doctor Cenuds (who 


till then ſate muſing with a Bcok in his Hand) ftarted IN, - 


up: Sir, ſaid the Licentiate, * 7 K:/6 your Hands. The 
Doctor knitting his Brows, in a harſh. Tone, without 
anſwering to his Courteſie, ſaid, What hoe, Vulgar, 
come forth, Scarcely had he pronounced theſe Words, 
when without knowing from whence, they ſaw coming 
towards them two Men of a monſtrous ſtature, cloathed 
after the old Roman manner, with their Arms and Legs 
girt about, their Skin black and hairy, crowned with 
certain wreathed - Serpents, each of them bringing a 
handſom Cudgel in his Hand, with which, ſhowing an | 
anger that appear'd in various and deformed Geſtures, 
they fell upon the poor Licentiate with ſo good a Will, 
that they took away quite and clean the Curioſity he 
brought with him of ſeeing the Doctor. 

The Viſiters were much affrighted to ſee ſuch a Vi- 
fion, but eſpecially the Licentiate, who trembled with 
all his Joints, both of them muttered all the Kalendar 
over between their Teeth; no body, till then, would | 
have thought that the Licentiate had known ſo much of 
the Hiſtory of the Saints; Fear did there make admi- 
Table ſhow of his Knowledge: He invoked with great 

earneſtneſs St. Anthony and St. Hierom, and all the Flas 
Fanctorum came from him in a direct Line. The Doc- 
tor ſuppoſing that he was ſufficiently chaſtized, made a 
Sign to the Executioners, and in an Inſtant they ſank 
down in the very Chamber. 

Whither have you brought me, Senior Don Leonar- 
4? What a develiſh Place is this? ſaid the Licentiate: 
I did not think that this T Court had been ſo near to 
Hell. I promiſe you, Mr. Licentiate, ſaid Don Leo- 
nardo, I have alſo been deceived in this coming, for L 
did never think thata Man ſo puck: a Chriſtian as Mr. 
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The Fortunate Fool. 17 
Doctor, had ſtudied Witchcraft. Content your ſelves, 


I {aid the Doctor then, with a ſevere Voice, Content 
pour ſelves, and fit you down, for there is much to be 


ſaid to this purpoſe. Sir, ſaid the Licentiate, you may 


4 © ſatisfy us by writing if you pleaſe, for this is no Conver- 
RF cation for fitting. This he faid drawing towards the 


Door, and uſing Diligence to open it, but could not, 
for as I ſaid that was faſt locked: Here the afflicted Li- 
centiate was like to have died, but ſeeing he could not 


carry it by Words in a Place where even Courteſies them- 


E felves were anſwered with blows, he made (as they ſay] 
a Virtue of Neceſſity, and waxed calm: So all three 
ZE fitting down as though no ſuch thing had paſſed, the 
Doctor then proceeded ; | : | 


I, Gentlemen, in my younger Years, (as the World 


knows,) was a Comical Poet; I made ſome Plays, 


which ſince being printed, were the wonder of Rah, 


Germany and France; they were all of a lofty Style, 
Language, and Spirit, very Courtly and replete with 
{ Novelties, very Pompous of Verſe, and fluent of Con- 
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he hath nothing left him, more than the fright, and his 


ceits : But as the Vulgar advances not the flight of his 


\ Diſcourſe to ſo high raiſed Spheres, and his Center is 
| Ignorance ; he began to Carp at the Language as ſtrange, 


the Project as Outlandiſh, and the Verſes as Foreign; 
Vet this Contempt ſtopped not here, but proceeded to 
impudent hiflings, and they were ſo many and ſo ſtrong, 
as raiſed a Whirlwind in my Opinion, which drowned 
it in profound deſpight, till-this very Day. 
I remained at this accident, like the covetous Mer- 


chant, who having paſſed to the dies, and afterward 


fraight with Jewels of the greateſt Value, in his return 
home, in ſight of the Port, where he thought to ſatisfy 
the thirſt of his Deſires, by enjoy ing happily all his 
Riches; gained more at the Expence of Dangers, than 
in Exchange of Goods; the wealthy Veſſel is ſhip- 


2 Fi wreck'd, ſtriking on a hidden Rock which lay lurking un- 


der the waves for his deſtruction, and ſcattering his Dia- 
monds, Plate, Chriſtals, and Pearls, amongſt the waters ; 
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16 The Fortunate Fool. 
life, which as yet he not ſlighting, endeavours to ſave, 
truſting it to a Plank, and thinking that he ſtill carries 
riches to the Port in bis undeceivings. 5 i. 
Of theſe I ſerved my ſelf, and put filence to my In- 
.Clinations 3 but not to my anger: This, that will endure 
all my life with me, taught me vengeance againſt the un» 
quiet and Barbarous Vulgar : From hence ſprang the 8 
contradiction which I ſtedfaſtly do act againſt all his af- 
fairs, there is not a word approved of, by this beaſt, which 
I do not judge Herefile. — 
My own wit did not ſeem ſufficient for ſo great an 
Enemy, but going up and down tormented with this care, 
I underſtood: that there was lately arrived at this Court a 
famous Conjurer, brought by a certain powerful Noble- 
man, to facilitate ſome Hydropick Ambitions : I had 
the fortune, to have at that time, a friend that was his 
intimate acquaintance, This carried me to ſee him, 
He acquainted with my defign, favoured my Intention ; 
J told him it was to have ſome familiar, who (in imi- | 
tation of that Devil of Socrates's, which told him in his | 
ear, many of his fortunate Exploits, as Plato, Plutarch, | 
and Apuleius write) ſhould furniſh me with Reaſons and 
manners whereby to contradict the Vulgar, and their 
Extravagances, Gold, Entreaties, and a certain confor- 
mity of Diſpoſition, made his Will courteous, in ſo much 
that he gave me a Ring wrought with ſuch Conjurati- 
ons, and made under ſuch an Influence of the Stars, that 
it hath virtue bound up in it, as that every time when 
T ſhall move it on this firſt finger of my left hand, and 
ſhall put the Seal whereon is engraven the Image of 
Saturn. outward, there ſhall ,come as many Devils as 
ſhall be neceflary to my purpoſe : Theſe ſometimes da 
appear in the form, which now they have appeared in, 
at other times, without taking any viſible ſhape, they 
tell me in my Ear, Reaſons and Arguments never thought 
of by the wit of Man, to contradict the Opinions of the 
Fooliſh. Vulgar. But it hath nothing, that ſa. much ä 
Merits my thankfulneſs ; as one Virtue which I have 
made Experience of; and it is, that no body hath ever 
ſeen them till now, that keeps it not in a ag ſe= 
1 creſie, . 
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| between reſpect and fear, and ſaid, Mr, Doctor this 


The Fortunate Fool. 


by that ? Do you not perceive that it is 


o 


Xt God never give you health. Imitate the ancient pru- 
& dence, that fn | | ame a 
Jou, and underſtanding Men uſe; But it being the firſt 
time, I will not be too ſtrit ; You, Sir, will amend, at 
& laſt when you are with Ingenious People. This, faid 
| the Licentiate, is a, Courteſie ſo received. amongſt the 
Vub' gar, that it would ſeem a madneſs to ſeparate our ſelves 
from it: So that, replyed the Doctor, with the Vulgars 
| uſing it you think it ſufficiently Authorized ; take care 
rather that you alledge Plato, or Zet for your Au- 
But now let us leave this, and tell me, Gentle- 


with a Salve, the ſame as God preſerve 


men, what it was that brought you to this poor Cot- 


age. Only to give you a * good Chriſtmas, ſaid the 


Licentiate ; and at the Inſtant, the Doctor making a- 


| nother frown, What, ſaid he, is there yet more Vulgari- 
| ty He law himſelf raiſed up t 

in a kind of ſpotted cloud, by grey ſhaddows ami 
many confuſed flames, with a great deal of ſmoak. The 


> he Top of the Room, 


affrighted Licentiate had then no Courage left him, not 


# ſo much as to recommend himſelf to the Saints: But 


remained Pale and diſmay'd, not being able to fetch his 
Don Leonardo, who ſaw his. Companion ſo near the 
houſe top, that he rubbed the Sobwebs from the Joy ces 
with his head, thought that he himſelf was not ſecure 


with his ſence, therefore kneeled on both knees, lift up 


his hands, arched his Eyebrows, fixed his Eyes on him, 


Or to wiſh you a merry Chriſtmas. 


We crefie, or if he publiſhes it, ſuffers not dreadful Torments 
ou, Mr.Licentiate, came in now with the Ignorance | 
of the raſh Vulgar, in ſaying that you kiſſed my hands, 

what mean you 0 | 
Ja folly ? Sir, reply'd the Licentiate ſomewhat troubled, 
to kiſs the hand is a ſign of Obedience, it is to confeſs | 
Ws ſuperiority. I grant you that, ſaid the Doctor, to kiſs 
me hand is a ſign of vaſlallage or ſubjection ; but to ſay 
very different, you may as well ſay in your ſalutation, 
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breaking through mountains of ſtone ? who got to the 


| that hath the Infernal Spirits at its command, at its com. 


The Fortunate Fool, 


'Gentlenfkn came ' hither in confidence of me, he's 'a 
moſt paſſionate admirer of your Wiſdom, and a Wit, 
worthy of a greater Eſtimation ; he is a ſtranger lately 
'come to Town, and not acquainted 'with the Laws, 
which you have ordained for men of Parts: Be pleaſed 
for what he is, to pardon him ſome miſtakes, and to pub- | 
Hfh the Law before you execute the Penalty. His be- 
ing a ftranger ſhall ſave him, faid the Doctor, and in a 
Moment the whole Cloud was diſſolved, the Licentiate 
deſcending from that dignity, remained in the Chair 
aoherein he cbas, without Colour or Pulſe. A brave folly | 
it is, ſaid the Doctor, to ſay, that you come to give me 
Chriſtmas, as though it was not come two days ſince: 
And you fay, you come to give me a good one; how do | 
vou think to do it? What Turkeys or Capons do you 
bring me, or what good news? do you know what you 
Fay F Is it not a fooliſhneſs to ſay what you underſtand 
not? Mr. Doctor, for Gods ſake let him alone ſaid Don 
' Leonardo unleſs you mean by ſtrangling him to bring 
him out of his wound. Plato's knowledge coſt him 
more, reply'd the Doctor. Tis ho matter, let him paſs 
theſe ftraights, for that wiſe man went through greater 
dangers, failing through a great part of the Sea, and 
travelling almoſt over the World for it. . 5 
Buy this the Licentiate was returned from his affright, 
and faid, as if he had ſpoke to himſelf: O how much 
do'ſt thou coſt me, Virgin, daughter of Jupiter, and 
mother of truth! Sacred Knowledge, how much do'ſt 
thou coſt me! but who ever reached the Gold without 


„ 


Indies without paſſing the Fears of the Sea, well imploy-⸗ 
ed dangers, happy Solicitudes, that have facilitated me 
Jo great a Treaſure of Truths. It is ſufficient that I am 
aſſured of what I have, as in a Dream, thought of Zo- 
roaſtes; It is ſufficient tat Magick is powerful for ſuck 
Transformations ; that Devils walk among us Chee 
by Joul, and we know them not; It is ſufficient that 
Madrid ftands ſo near the Abyſſe that it breaths its fiery 
breath thorough it. O the great Nobleneſs of the Soul, 
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mand (I ay) even although it h Ely decla. 
red, but only by ſigns, for upon e very hint do theſe 


to obey it? 
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The Fortunate Fool, 19 


2 
* 


evils 'move; and in an inſtant take the ſhapes of Giants, 


* 


 ' Wiſe Doctor, believe not of my Wit, that it will con- 

ceive diſpleaſure, at that which meriteth thanks; I had 
EF ſome knowledge of thy Wiſdom, yet but ſmall, and not 
comparable to the Experience, which thou had given 
me; If I before deſired to lee thee as an Oracle; If 1 
formerly applauded thee, only attent on thy reputation, 
and to ſo ſhort a reputation, what ſhall I do after having 
made tryal of thy Marvels ? Such men as thou art do 
the vulgar deſpiſe ? ſuch excellent perfons, doth he not 

XX adore ? does he forget the uſe and Glory of Statues in a 
time when thou liveſt ? What greater Teſtimony of his 
X Ignorance, of his Envy, and of his Barbarouſneſs ? I 
*XT likewiſe to be his mortal enemy do need no other injuries 
than thoſe, which againſt thy illuſtrious 'wit he hath 
done, fince in it all illuftrious Wits are injured: If not 
the ftroak of this injury, yet at leaſt, the Eccho lights on 
all: For even as the Laurel which is given to a Well de- 
ſerving Man, equally Crowns all thoſe that are ſo; fo 
an injuriods reproach does equally affront them. I will 


hot beg that thou ſhould'it take me into thy favour, 


either becauſe I content myſelf, and eſteem it for a high 
Felicity to ſerve thee always without more Correſpon- 
3X dency, or becauſe it would be a Contempt of thy wit, 
to require it not to be ungrateful. e e 


I durſt have ſworn, ſaid the Doctor, that Don Nute 


dvs friend, would imitate him in Wit, friendſhip never 
grew betwixt unequals. I condemn my Choler, in not 
having given you leave to ſpeak, by which, without 
doubt, I might have known you, at the very inſtant, and 
3X ſhould have given you the Place which you meritin my 
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Now the Tempeſt-is over, {aid Don Leonardo, pray Sir, 


tell me how you do? Scarcely had he ſaid this, when at 
one leap a terrible Monkey of a marvelous greatneſs, put 
8 himſelf by his fide, playing with his Tail, and moving 
= with range Geſtures, and bringing in his hand an 


Urinal 


od py cls. 


\ 


, ß bday . N d ö 
V c 10 * 5 PIO) þ a 24 OR ELL 83 * * E 7 1 Y r 
ES * . F 8 n 
r 7 
>. K x LE” 


—— N * . Ne : „„ 
* . : . e 3 1 
— 8 r 1 A * 
a. | 
®. 08, 3 
„ 12 9 _ 
CY ; * 
* 4 


20 The Fortunate Fool. 


Urinal, full of Urin; what do you command me? Said 
Don Leonardo (withiꝶ handſome grace) ſince you know 
how docible I am, that you may teach me, ſo much to 
my colt, a thing that, I fear, will give me another cudgel- 
ling bout. This he ſaid, and the Monkey ſtill perſiſting to 

put the Urinal before his Eyes, and being very near them; 
the poor Gentleman ſuppoſed that he would give it him 
to drink, and therefore was determined not to reply, fear- 
ing à greater puniſhment 3 ſo took it to Obey, and had 
alrcady lifted it up to his mouth, ſaying *tis a hard caſe 
that you ſhould uſe our patience ſo ill, we being your 
friends and ſuch paſſionate ones too; You might have 
jeſted more courteouſly, and deſerved, in your very con- 

tempts of us, much gratitude on our part: but thele 
Teſts are not fit to be upon a Rogue. You, Senior Don 
Leonardo, did you not ask how I did ? ſaid the Doctor, 
with what intent did you ask me? With what intent 
ſhould I ask? But to know it, replyed Don Leonardo. 
Why, how can that be known: better, then by ſeeing the 
Urin, faid the Doctor? And if that be not ſufficient, ask 
it of my Pulſe, with your fingers: Is it not better and 
more eaſy, replyed, Don Leonards, to ask it of you, and 
that you ſhould tell it? I am ſure this is very ſevere. 
No, Sir, {aid the Doctor, obſerve this, either I am pale 
and lean in my Bed, when you ask it me, or I am mer. 
> ry and fat ſeated in my Chair as I am now. In the 
firſt caſe, you need not ask if I have my health, for my 
Phy ſognomy fays that I have it not: If then this be cer. © 
tain, the Queſtion comes not, to deſire to know that, but 
in what eſtate the humour is which cauſeth any infirmity, 
if it be upon its departure, or on its ſtay. This, there 
is no ſick man can know, to tell it, only the Urin and 
the Pulſe underſtand it. In the ſecond place, the Queſ- 
tion is very fooliſh, for either the face is faithful to that 
which is within the Body, and then there is no need to 
asle of the health, becauſe that tells it, and merits credit, 

in being the moſt noble part of our Body: or it is un- 
faithful, and appearing chearful and fat, covers ill humors, 
and then neither can it anſwer, nor give account of its 
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The Fortunate Fool. > WM: 


the face, and ſoundneſs of the members are ſo traterous 
that they not only deceive others, but himſelf that ſuffers 
them. According to this, Man is ſo ignorant of his 
own conſtitution, that he is not able to anſwer to this 
Queſtion. Then from hence forward perforce this mult 
be asked by feeling the Pulſe, or by asking for the Uri- 
nal: Pray then return it to this my Nurſe, if you have 
yet conjectured the ſtate of my humour. 1 
Ves truly, ſaid Don Leonardo, (giving back the Glaſs) 


I have conjectured your humour, that you ſpend a good 
one; I do not. ſpend it, Senior Don Leonards, reply- 


ed the Doctor, mind but how you ſpeak : I do not 
ſpend it, but imploy it, and obſerve what I fay, to 
{ſpend a good humour is for Talkers, that ſpeak with 
good humour, without profiting with it, this properly 
is to /pend. To imploy it, is of diſcret men, that trea- 


ſures up with it, either acceptance or applauſe in the 


hearers, or elſe teaches the Ignorant, as I do now you 


two. The Monkey by this time was vaniſhed, and the 


two Friends having taken a little more breath, the Li- 
centiate ſaid, Will-you not tell me the cauſe why on a day 
ſo pleaſant as this, you are ſo mewed up in your Lodg- 
ing, and with an artificial Light, when the Sun gives 
one ſo ſplendid to all this Hemiſphere ? Many days fince, 


H have obſerved, that you do not frequent that part of the 


Calle Mayor or great Street, as you uſed to do; what 


| Novelty is this? for in Ren ous perſons, any change ar: 


gues a ſtrong reaſon, and in fools ſomething of accident. 


Vou have asked me much, ſaid the Doctor, you have 


asked me much ; and if the Door was not faſt lock'd, I 
ſhould fear you would leave me, and be gone before 


i | I ſhould have done anſwering you: There is much to 


be faid to this; you, I ſuppoſe, have dined already be- 


# twixt this and nine of the Clock at night are many hours, 


and it will be no ill work to entertain our ſelves in them. 


Youask, why I ſtudy by an Artificial Light being in the 


Day time. How if theSuns light ſhould enter intomyLodg- 
ing, could I ſtudy? would it not divert me, to confider 


that that Light ſprang from the Sun, and was beholding 
to the courteſie of the Air to ſpread it abroad over all the - 
| 2 Univerle . 
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Univerſe ; ; "and that it not only gives it to the World, but 
to the Stars alſo: That the Moon likewiſe borrows of it, 


as we ſee in the Eclipſes; and that theſe ſhow the round- 


neſs of the Earth, as is evident by the ſhadow ; for when 
it is interpoſed between the Sun and the Moon it always 
appears round. 

Hence of force ſhould 5 conſidered, whether or no 


the Waters were upon the Earth, or the Earth upon the f 


Waters; and if both Elements made not one round Body. 


Then how afterwards could the opinion of that Philoſo- | 
pher eſcape my memory ; who ſaid that the Earth was 


Carried upon the waters like a Ship. Preſently I ſhould 


deſcend to that fancy of another, who ſuppoſed, that the f 
Water was more ancient, and more noble than the Earth; 
and was the cauſe of the generation of all things, by its hu- | 


mid quality, wherein Life is founded. 

I ſhould from them paſs to the Generation of Animals 
and Plants, and ſhould ſtop upon the latter, to con- 
template on the Beauty of the Flowers, that with fo 
much Grace and Pleaſantneſs publiſh the Greatneſs of 


God. I ſhould afterwards think with Cicero, that if 
there ſhould be no other Teſtimony that there was a 


God, but the Beauty of the World, it would be ſuffici- 
ent to convince a Man of a Divinity : Coming then to. 
this, how could I poſſibly forget, being a Grammarian, 
and not obſerve, that Mundus, in Latin, implies Clean- 


nefs or Ornament; and that this Machin is ſo called, b 7 
reaſon of the Beauty which adorns it? Inſomuch chat! 
could by no Means ſtudy, if I ſhould ſee the Light of 
the Day. | 
A s to the ſecond, wherefore I am ſhut up, I will tell 


you, but you mult have Patience. 


What do you call Patience! ? ſaid the Licentiate ; call : 


it Joy, and it will be more proper : You ftand throwing 


Jewels out of your Mouth, and you efteem our Covetu- 
ouſneſs ſo drowſy, that you ſtop to awaken it. Proceed, 


Sir, I beſeech you, and be confident, that you caſt not 


your Pearls before Swine. The Doctor ſuppoſed he did, 
becauſe he had ſeen Don Leonardo determined to be ſo | 
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The Fortunate Fol. 23 


with the Urinal: And the Licentiate ſmelt as tho? he | 


had been one, with the Fear of the Viſions. 4 

He then proceeded, ſaying, I, Gentlemen, have no 
Stomach to digeſt ſo great Irons, as thoſe I ſee when I 
go forth to walk in this Piece of“ Brzcaya, amongſt 
thoſe many which it hath : They provoke me to vomit, 


; not being able to endure it, and they that ſee me vomit 


ſhew a Niceneſs ; this is an uhreaſonable Thing; for it 
is not for Men to have ſuch ſtrong Stomachs, but for 
Oftriches and Elephants, in a Word, for Beaſts: And 
if theſe make not all ſick, as they do me, it is becauſe 
they were bred up with this Venom; as once that f King 
was, whom it not only did not kill, but rather nou- 
ried, SE - 
Who is able to endure that Junto of Fools, with Cloak 
and Gown of the Learned? I could well enough paſs. 
with their being all Fools, fince I treat with few but 
what are ſuch ; that which moſt incenſeth me, is, that 
they being ſo, feign themſelves to. be learned ; Thoſe 
wretched People, the reſt of the Fools of the Town, 
are blameleſs, in regard they know not that there is 
ſuch a Thing as Knowledge in the World ; or if they 


; do, they deſpiſe it in their Opinion, and hold it for a 


Madneſs: But you that know or underſtand that there 


is, and ſo much adore it, that you ennoble yourſelves 


with its Title; you neither follow after it nor ever ſee 
it. What Impoſture is this? If you eſteem it, why do 
you not follow after it, why do you not overtake it ? 
Not for want of Wings, nor ſo well provided with 


1 them, as fo great a Number of Books declare, that the 
3 Volumes of theſe of this Age do exceed the Letters of 


thoſe of that, which was illuſtrious with ſo many Phi- 
loſophers: Neither is it for want of Wit, for I ſee you 
ingenious in finding out the Faults of others; it is your 
Sloth, it is your Vanity that hath perſuaded you, that 
the Glory and Felicity of Knowledge doth not conſiſt in 
being wife, but in appearing ſo: You content your- 
ſelves with the vain Oſtentation of knowing Books; this 
Ee is | : you 
*The Country where the beſt Iron is made, 


I Mithridates King of Pontus. 
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I well know, they ſay, that they come to the end 
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where they are to be ſold, by reading the Titles, and 
tiring out the poor Bookſeller to reach down this and 
the other, to conſult the firſt Page, and know by it what 
is. contained in the whole Volume, as by Phyſiog- 
nomy. | „ ä „ 
You will ſay (Mr. Licentiate) why do I not go thi- 
ther to that End. which others do, to divert myſelf in 


ſeeing the People which paſs by? Yes, I would ſo if I 
had Patience to ſuffer it : Who can endure to ſee there 


a Squadron of pitiful Soldiers, keeping their Decorum, 


and making their Cringes to many that reſort often ta 
that Place (of the Rabble I ſpeak) : Theſe, I ſay, be- 


cauſe they have heard their Grandfires tell Tales, how 
there hath. been Wars in the World, and how in them 
certain Men killed others, they come hither to tell us a 
thouſand of their lying . Atchtevements, which they 
themſelves know not if they are poſſible or not; they 
never ſaw. the Wars nor the Enſigns thereof, and the 
worſt is, they have no Affection at all to its troubleſome 


Noiſe, as may be ſeen; for if they had they would ne- 


ver come to martyrize the Walk of San Felipe for fo 
long a Time: For it was the Providence of Heaven to 
ſweeten great Labours, by giving us an Inclination to 
them; I confeſs that thoſe of the War are intolerable, 
but if there be Inclination they cannot be ſo: Hence it 


proceeds that many great Princes, who might live in 


the ſweet Reſt of the Court do deſpiſe it, being carry d 
away by their Inclinations, and chuſe, for greater and 
more mild Entertainment, that Horror and thoſe Fears 


* 


the King may reward their Services, that they have none, 
what greater Accuſer than their very Solicitude? Friend, 
Soldier if thou wert one with all thy Heart, in being 


ſo thou would'lt find thy Reward. What Mechanicle | 


Artificer doth not hug himſelf, and eſteem that Day 
happy wherein he brings ſome Work to Perfection? 


'Thoſe Men are in their Center, who buſy themſelves in 
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* A Place in Madrid where many reſort to hear News, TED 


you atatn without more Pains than coming to the Shop 
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The Fortunate Fool. 


che attaining thoſe Things which their Nature inclines 
them to: If thine be to follow Arms, thou would'ſt 


not go from amongſt them : Didſt thou go out, and 


: | haſt thou eſcaped Death, by this returning thou art not 
of that Trade but art a Man of Peace; ſtrip off then 
1 this Bravery, and let us underſtand one another. 


Three hundred forty and ſeven Years was Rome tri- 


1 umphant after her Foundation, without giving any Sa- 
;lary to her Soldiers; without Pay they fought, without 
Pay they extended that Empire of the World: It was æ 


E | provident Action; for on this Manner it happen'd, that 


? all were ſtout, all were valiant. 


Would you have me entertain myſelf in ſeeing the 


that they carry away my Patience thro' my Eyes: E 


will fay nothing of Women, becauſe I have need of 
them, and it is a Creature that conceives moſt Anger at 
Contempts, and yields the moſt to Flattery of any, o- 
F thers will do it: Let ſome great Man, that wants not 
another Thing to pleaſure them withal, though he be 
never ſo great a Coxcomb ; I fay, let him make thig 
Iron, ſince he hath wherewithal to gild it; for we 


that were born ill-look'd upon, or under an unkind Aſ- 
| [Words to be able to live. 
Fall the Care, with which they ſpend Days and Nights 


* 
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for our Allurements, in trimming, dreſſing, painting 


ongues : They treat of no other Matter, they have 


Wo other Care, without which they would live a Life 
holly diſconſolate, in ſeeing their Imperfections and 
Vants, in which Nature hath maimedly left them, if 


ve ſhould not comfort them, and blot them out of their 
emory With theſe Flatteries, which, be they never ſo 


hemſelves, and preparing flattering Baits in their 


none went to the Wars without Inclination and natural 
2 Boldneſs, no body went out carried by Hunger and the 
PDeſire of Pillage; it was Generoſity of Mind that pre- 
ferred them in that vent'rous Army: Hence it was that 


9 Coaches? God forbid ; I ſee ſo many Things in them = 


> - 


pect of the Stars, have need of much Cunning and fair 


We owe great Courteſy to Women, and it is not 
Compliment but a forced real Debt, wherein we pay 


* 


abſurd, 
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26 . The: een Rats. 


abſurd, they judge for Truths, and deceive themſelves 


with them. 


The Doctor would have proceeded further, if the 
Thread of his Diſcourſe had not been cut off by a 
profound Sigh from the Licentiate, which he threw up WW 
with ſome clearing of his Throat. What afflicts you, 
Sir, {aid Don Leonardo? When you ſee the Humanity iſ 


with which Mr. Doctor doth communicate the Produc- 
tions of his fruitful. Wit : You need not now fear any 
more Viſions, beſides, with holding your Peace all is 
Temedied, It is no Matter of Conſequence, ſaid the 


Licentiate, and gave another double Sigh, but endea- 
vouring to ſuppreſs it, at laſt, fetching ſhort his Breath, * 


What's the Matter, {aid the Doctor? What's the Mat- 
ter, for God's Sake? Make not yourſelf ſtrange to my 


Love, for that is to ſuſpect it of being but little faith- 


fal : Pray take Notice, Sir, that you are in a Place 


where no Thought whatſoever is concealed, though it 1 


retires never ſo near the Heart, and gets never ſo far 


from the Mouth: But why do I weary myſelf wich | : 


asking, having a Deſire to know ? 


In ſaying this a little Curtain was drawn, and be- 


| Hind it appeared a Figure of Braſs, which ſeemed to be 


Cupid, with his Quiver, Bow, Scarf and Arrows ; 


no ſooner was it diſcovered when theſe Words were C 


heard to. come from it, The Man is in Love. 


The Licentiate had ſcarce heard this (for now he | 


was charmed againſt Viſions) when, much afflicted, he 


aid, Mr. Doctor, Heaven hath guided me hither To-day 
to ſee you, in a Time of the greateſt Exigency that 
my Heart hath ever had : That which this Spirit faith. 
is the very Truth; I will tell you it at large, becauſe 
I hope for a Remedy from your profound Science ; and 
you mult take Notice, by the Way, that the Reaſon 
why there 1s ſo little Love in the World, is, becauſe I 


have it all, inſomuch that there is none left for any o- 
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ther: In my Heart he keeps all his Armory with great | 
Glory, there his Temple and Altars, with more zealous Y 
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W when Antiquity conſecrated to the Flattery of his Deity . 
tbe Blood of brute Animals: Here I ſhed my own Blood 
for the Victim to him, which by little and little con- 
ſumes me with its burning Fire. g 2+ 


As II paſſed one Summer's Evening in a Coach thro” 


tangled into Nets of foft Hair, was ſubjected by the 


f | Darts of piercing Eyes, I yielded myſelf up to the 
Smiles of a Mouth, and ſuffered myſelf to be carried 


away with the Pleaſure of bluſhing Cheeks: The Owner 
of theſe Arms went in another Coach; we bring together 
hers and mine, where was a tender yielding on my 


Part, and a wanton Allowance on hers; T never 


thought that in flattering Breaths, - there could come 
revengeful Flames, yet they came in thoſe of her peace- 
ful Words: I remained hers, followed her as her Slave, 


learnt her Houſe, her Quality, and that of her Parents; 


T knew ſhe had a Brother equal to me in Age and Hu- 


= mour, I procured his Friendſhip by divers ways, and got 
Admittance by this Means, into the Houſe af. D 
Dorothea (for ſo ſhe is call'd, that is happy in all Gra ces 
I ſpoke to her tenderly, ſhe anſwered me mildly, read 
my Verſes, and applauded them, gave reception to 
ſome of my Preſents, all which paſſed with Security and 


little Notice taking of her Parents, on the Score that I 
was her Brother's Friend, they ſuppos d that that was 
Courteſie, and not Courtſhip, Kindneſs, and not Love. 
Time, Opportunity, and Converſe, made me every 
Day more happy in her Favour, I can aſſure you, that 
J had hope before I had love, fo much did her Favours 


anticipate my Deſires. They go forth on their Way, 


it being ſufficient for me to meet and receive them. Fi- 
nally, this Lady, in regard ſhe was the moſt beautiful, 
was the moſt deſired by all kind of Pretenders, becauſe 


he had Entertainment for all Deſires; ſhe had Wealth 
for the Covetous, Nobility for the Gentleman, Beauty 
for the Gallants, Virtue for the Sober, and Diſcretion 


. 


* 


C2 1 for 


* 


tune Meadow of San Geronimo, now no more a Meadow 
but a Wilderneſs, wherein are hunted, with cruel De- 
ſtruction, not wild Beaſts but Men; here I fell en- 
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28 Te Furrtunate Fool. 
for the Wiſe : But I alone was the fortunate poſſeſſor 9 
her Love; I gave ſtorm to the Fort of her Breaſt, and 


gained her Heart, but not without my own Loſs and 
Deſtruction, it ſo peaceable an Action deſerves ſo ſevere 
a Name, as is the giving mine in exchange of her Heart, 
tis the Majeſty of Love that knows not how to yield it 
Telf to unequals; muſt another Love be born, ano- 
ther muſt call him to Defiance : On this manner paſſed 
I the pleaſanteſt Hours, that I can hope for in my Life; 
when Fortuneenvious, or juſtly angry, that human Merits 
Thould tyrannize over ſo divine Parts, ſtole her from 
mine Nes and from my Hopes. 
Ti three, Days fince I have not been in my ſelf, 
tis three Days fence, that I live without knowing where 
T am, becauſe I know not where ſhe is, that is Owner 
of my Senſe: I was on Chriftmaſs Day to viſit her, 
taking Occaſion of the Time, but found her not within, 
TI asked her Mother for. her; ſhe told me that ſhe was 
gone to ſeean Aunt of hers; I met her Father in the 
Street, he told me that her Mother and ſhe were gone to 
Nowena, at the Holy Convent of Alcala; and 3 
the Deceit, in the Diſagreement of the Witneſſes, 
conſulted her Brother, but found him confuſed ; who not 
ſuſpecting that ſo large a Share of the Succeſs concern- 


ed me, related the greateſt Misfortune that hath 8 


in the World. 
Miſeries of Beauty, how great are ye! Divine Do- 
-Fothea, I with thou hadſt never been born beautiful; if 


thou wert to be unhappy, without Doubt, Fortune thinks 


her ſelf Beautiful, fince ſhe perſecutes ſo much thoſe 
who are ſo; alas, my deſtiny ! I durſt have ſworn thou 
wouldſt throw me down with the greateſt Hazard, When 
thou raiſedſt me up to ſo high Fortune. Things that are 
wholly perfect. never endure long: In Perfection it ſelf 
doth Danger lie concealed ; in Height it ſelf doth Ruin 
ſtand threatning. The Sun in coming to the Sign where 
it is moſt elevated, begins to decline, and continues not 
In his greateſt height one Minute. 
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that the Love of a great Man had : attempted a Thing 
that had ſucceeded in vam; but finally „Donna Doro- 


_ He related to me, as to a. Friend, in whem he ex- 


pected not Diſmays, but Comforts, that his Sifter was 


Wanting ſince the Night before, that going in a Coach 
with her Mother to Mattins, in returning home with- 
cut knowing by whom or where, they were ſet down at 


a Houſe ſolike theirs ; as the Night and ſleepineſs would 
give them leave to diſcern, that being deceived, they en- 
tred into it, and in an Inſtant the Coach.. diſappeared, 
and them they locked up in two ſeveral Rooms well fur- 


1 niſhed, which ſhewed a rich Maſter; that afterwards - 
they offered a Sedan to her Mother to bring her home 


ready 


In, , telling her, that her Daughter was there_a 
and 


without any hurt, that ſhe ſhould hold her Peace”; 


thea, was free now from all Fear: With this her Mo- 


tler was deceived, and no ſooner had thoſe who carried 


her come to the Street where ſhe lived, when they in- 
treated her that ſſte would go alone into her Houſe, 
becauſe they would not, by Chance, be known, by the 


Lights that ſhould. come out to receive her. With this 


ſhe-entred, and they were gone in an Inſtant: Inſomuch 


that when ſhe knew her Daughter was not at home; and 
called to her Father and Brother for Vengeance, they 
found no body on whom to execute N 


When T heard ſuch fad News, I remained as dead; 
he that related them, thought I had done it only out of 


f my Friendſhip to him, and was glad to find ſo lively a re- 
ſentment, hoping that I would help to ſearch her out as 


a faithful Friend: So I promiſed him to do, but in vain, 


j ſince there is not ſo much as the leaſt Shadow of her. 


*Tis now three Days ſince that I have ſought her with 


all Diligence, but I: am aſhamed of my Care; for 1 


find no way, not ſo much as to ſhew my ſollicitude: So 
unhappy am I, that I am not ſo much as able to ſhew 
that I have a Deſire to find her, by one Way or ano: 


T ther that would not, be to * Os Diſgrace. 
his puts me beſides my 


5 Wits, this is it, that cannot 
be contained in my Breaſt, and gets forth amongſt my 


= Sighs : This is the Cauſe that I throw my ſelf at thy 


2 


Wy Feet, 
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30 The Fortunate Fool, 


"Feet, moſt learned Man above all that have been Born? 
take Compaſſion for God's ſake, of thi 5 grievous DI. | Be | 
after; let not Fortune boaſt her ſelf that ſhe hath Com- 
mand over the Wiſe, fince there are that ſay the Wiſe, 
bear Rule over Fortune: Tell me where he is that hath 
ſtoln her? How ſhe hath defended her felf, where this 
"Confuſion muſt ſtop ? Conſult this Spirit that hath pe- 
*netrated my Though ts, let us know from him the 4 1 
End of my Griefs, fince he already knew the beginning 
r 23 Hs Sun» 1. 
The Doctor would not have hearkened fo long, be- 
cauſe he had given him more Jealouſies than Words, 
with his Relation, but to fix in the Vengeance of this, 
and of the Pride with which he had painted himſelf the 
ſole Diſpoſer of her, who was fo, of all, and it was on 
JJ !! 
The Licentiate had no ſooner ended, but the little 
Idol, which had given the firſt Anſwer, ſank down, 
leaving in the Wall an hollow Place, through which 
the Sight might freely paſs to another Quarter, curiouſly 
rich. You, Mr. Licentiate, take Courage, ſaid the F 
Doctor, and you ſhall ſee with your Eyes the Eſtate of 
your Care, peep through this Hole, and fee that which 
paſſeth. The Licentiate did fo, and faw Donna Dore- | 
bea, who was in Diſcourſe with a Gallant, of a hand- 
IJome Perſonage and Diſpoſition : This, ſaid the Doctor, 
3s ſufficient for the Preſent, and Curtain was drawn. 
You fhall know, faid he, that this Lady is already ever- 
come, I cannot tell you the Place where ſhe is, becauſe 
It is not convenient; neither matters it, ſuppoſe it was 
told to her Parents, you may fay that an Afrologer 
| hath prognoſticated to you, that they ſhall bring her 
back to her Houſe within a very few Days, that in the 
mean time they make no Buſtle, ſince they will ſuffer * 
more than any body elſe in their own Honour. I am 
forry that ſo underſtanding a Man ſhould let himſelf be 
deceived by the flatteries of a Woman. Know, that ſhe | 

never loved you, but only for her Husband, her Love 
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The arrogant Gallant was aſtoniſhed, and unexpect- 
edly ſurprized at the Wonders he ſaw and heard, inſo- 
| much that he was ſtruck ſpeechleſs with Rage and In- 
dignation. Don Zeonardo that was in no leſs Admira- 
tion, ſuppoſing that Manhood was now of no uſe, roſe 
up, taking his leave of the Doctor; at which the Li- 
centiate did the fame, without offering to ſpeak any 
© thing at all; at laſt giving him many Thanks for In- 
© juries, they both went away blundering and ſtumbling, 
and asking one another if it was Truth indeed, that they 
had ſeen the paſt Viſions, 
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The Furtunate Fol. 


CHAP II. 


The Fool gives an Account of his Life to his 
Friend, together with the 2 aon 7 the 
Adventures alread , related. 


T HE Troubles of the Calle Mayer (or high Street) 


© were not the Occaſion of our Doctors ſhutting 
Kimſelf up, as he had told the Licentiate ; for thoſe 
had an eaſier Remedy, fince there are other Streets in 


| Madrid more quiet, and Paſſages into the Fields more 


pleaſant. Love it was that had confined him to his 


ouſe for his Priſon. 
Who told thee ſo, my Friend. Hiſtorian ? (will ſome 


Body ſay) how doſt thou know that? Few there are 


that can Anſwer to this Queſtion ; but I am ſo great a 

Friend of clearing Doubts, that I very willingly reſolve 
it. It was told me by a Gentleman of Madrid, a Friend 
and Intimate of the Doctors, his Name Don Felix 
del Prado, he gave me an Account of his Life, and 
particularly of the marvelous Succeſs which gave me 


Occaſion to write it. 
Don Felix was troubled at the Melanchol y and 1 re- 


tiredneſs of the Doctor, which now was taken Notice 


of by all his Friends; for Chriſimaſs Holy-days were 
paſt, and their Mirth, without the Doctors having had 
any taſte of them. He was always in the Houſe, yet 
never ſuffering himſelf to be ſeen by any Body, fave 
pnce, that two entred in without his leave, which coſt 
them a ſufficient Trouble, as I have related. This 


Gentleman was of a pleaſant Nature, always deſirous of 


making Friendſhips, and had contracted a very firm 


one with the Doctor upon Occaſion of thoſe Amours; 


even to the making of himſelf a Party in them. 
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The Fortunate Fol. 33 
One Day then, when he ſaw him more free from Sighs 
than he was accuſtomed to be, I aſſure you, my Friend, 
ſaid he to him, I underſtand you not; you Tay you are al- 
moſt undone for this Woman; you have her in the Houſe, 
and without anyHazard, what would you have more ? En- 
joy the Opportunity; declare yourſelf to her, and leave off 
Diſguiſes. I ſee, ſaid the Doctor, I have theſe Advan- 
tages near and eaſy to ſatisfy my Appetite ; I well ſee 


that I can force her without Hazard, ſince ſhe thinks I 


am a Stranger, with this Maſque that I have put on (of 
which I ſhall hereafter give you an Account) but I do 
not ſubject my Deſires to ſuch humble Victories, I co- 
vet her Love, I would conquer her Soul ; I pay not 
myſelf with leſſer Pledges : Love is the Salt of all theſe 
Delights ; with Love the Sight of the Lady 1s glorious, 
and even that of the Walls of her Houſe ; with Love 
Hope is happy; with Love any Promiſe is of Eſtima- 
tion, every Glimpſe is a Favour, every Word 1s ſweet, 
all is ſeaſoned with Love; if that be wanting, neither 
avails the ſeeing her nor ſpeaking to her, nor as many 
Favours as Confidence itſelf can force from her. Now 
I ſee, replied Don Felix, that it is a great Misfortune 
to be a wiſe Man, if you were not ſuch you would not 
ſpin out a Diſcourſe on this Manner, but would lay hold 
on the Occaſion ; enjoy it, and then, as unconcerned, 

bid Dehance to Love: ͤ 8 a 
We are alone, ſaid the Doctor, and with Intention not 
to go out of this Houſe, nor let in any body that ſhall 
not be of it; I am big with this Thought, and have 
made Experience of this Truth, give me Attention I 


beſeech you, liſten to the Diſcourſe of my Life, and 


you ſhall ſee, by the way, how exactly you have hit on 
that Conceit : You ſhall ſee, how all the Time that I 
was a Fool, I was the moſt happy Perſon of the World 
only by being ſo, notwithſtanding I was never ſo much 
deſerted by Men; nay, Fortune herſelf, ſhe did alſo for- 


| fake me then, when I was a Fool, becauſe I imagined 
that, in Time, I might ceaſe to be ſo. I have no Bu- 


ſineſs, ſaid Don Felix, that requires my Preſence more 


chan your Cares, and therefore ſhould be glad that you 


would 


i breeding up was then in On, at the Breaſts o 


Gear and Language : : | Here'you ſee my Excuſe before- | 
ws if in m e ['uſe but little Order in my 


man of this Rank ? She gave me in her Milk the 
Ber, daily Suſtenance. Here you ſee me ruſtick in Body | 


vn oy Nina Poll, 


would tell me the Beginnings 'of them, becauſe on this N 
Manner I might walk with more Light: One and the 
other (ſaid the Doctor) you ſhall know this Afternoon, 
altho' the laſt will but renew my Smart, and I know not 8 
whether or no I ſhall have Patience to endure it. 
I, my Friend, was conceived in original Folly, and 
can tay I am a Fool on all Sides, for my Father, ping I | 
a Man well born, and having taken the Degree of Li- 
.centiate in Alcala, with his Foot already in the Stirrup 
for a moſt honourable Employment, fell in Love with 
my Mother, being a Maiden of mean Extraction, and 
alſo a Fool by Complexion. This good Father of mine, 
being wounded with the Darts of her pretty Eyes, grew | 
deſperately in Love with her, and therefore contrived | 
how he might deceive her, ſo. gave her a Promiſe of 
Marriage, with Intention to leave her in the Lurch; 
The giving Credit to his Words they both played the | 
Fool, for he was afterwards forced to marry her by Ju- 
8 and ſhe brought her Honour almoſt to the laſt bs 
a : 
From this Folly of both was 481 born, at a Time When : 
the Council of the Indies nominated my Father to a | 
Government in that other World, which was like kill- | 
ing him for this; now, I being but newly born, he | 
conſidered that the embarking me with him was to ha- 
ard my Life, and therefore determined to leave me in 
Charge with a Brother of his, then Curate of Odo», a 
Village three Leagues from Madrid; he did fo, and de- 
With bis Wife. | 


fs > > oO fin &s ms I 


ig Wench, the Wife of a Farmer, rude in Beha- g 


ords, for what Language could I learn from a Wo- 


Quinteſlence of Garlick, Onions and Wine, which was W 


and Soul ; but as Heaven always takes Care of thoſe | 
whom Men forſake, I grew ſtrong and robuſt with this | 
Harſhneſs, 5 I retained the hs hognom , of the 5 5 

er 


1 a adds oa. a 


FIN 


"Th ** _ anten Fool. 


her brown Skin, and a ſui ly Frown, perchance land” 
From that which ſhe always put on when. ſhe looked 
pon me; fo. powerful is the Imagination: : In ſuch 
Manner did the Fear of lier Severity poſſeſs. me, that 
"> muſing always apon it, it remained imprinted on my 
3 race; my Head was fortified by her hideous Clamours, 
a and my Patience by meer Vexations. 
5. Now at ſeven Year; of Age, my Uncle conſidering | 
chat it was time I ſhould learn to read and write, taug 
me, in Company of another Nephew of his of the fame | 
Ape, which he kept in the Houſe; I, in my Looks, 
ſhewed always a contumacious and rebellious Wit, tog 
ther with a ſtubborn kind of Reſervation, inſomuch, 


b end, or the Frowner, inflead of calling me the 
1 My Uncle was harſh of Humour, but had a plod- 
ding Head of his own; and therefore, notwithſtanding 

Ihe whipped my School-fellow at every Turn, for the 


ſaying, that I that was a Fool, for my Dulneſs might 
be excuſed, but not the other, becauſe he ſhewed 4 8 
Wit: From that Time forward did my Folly begin o 
ſtand me in ſtead, ſince it ſaved me ſo many Whi 
pings; and I loſt nothing in the Concluſion, for I 
a learn'd as much as the other, becauſe he learned very 
little. Eight hundred Ducats did the Cure bring in 
2 i yearly to my Uncle, and yet for all this he was fo mi- 
; + ſerable that he made uſe of us inſtead of Servants, and 


Pride in my Heart, which pulled me' by the Sleeve, and 
reprehended me every Time I did any N that Was 
worthy. 

Je uſed to ſend: me for Wine, and I, that had al- 
ways a Tiquoriſh Palate, play'd the Taſter to the Pit- 
cher, but that Town being plentiful of Water, I repaid. 
it doubly out of the firſt River I came at; my Uncle 
apprehending it in the Tafte, ſomewhat troubled, be- 
gan. to 5 that 1 5 a Doe: the Yun of the 
Fenk 
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f that in the Town they courteouſly called me e Ce. | 


Neglect of his Leſſon, yet did he correft me but ſeldom, 


kept no other; But I was born with T know not what 
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- 36 We Fortunate Fodl, 


Tavern till gave me of the worſt, and ſo ſent me no 


more. 
To theſe Meſſages my Companion proffered himſelf 
with great Diligence, for he was naturally a Friend of 
Play, and loved gadding abroad; but I eſcaped not 
ſcot- free, for it coſt me the Care of the Bells, a Thing, 
in my Opinion, moſt troubleſome, and what would al- 
moſt be impoſſible for me to undergo if I were not o- 
therwiſe enabled, and my Folly ſnould not ſuccour me. 
The good Curate contrived to ſpare a Sexton, and that 
I ſhould pay for it. I had not a Head to run up and 
down the turning Stairs of the Steeple ſo many times iz 
Day, nor to endure the Noiſe of the Bells ; for having 
in the Milk ſucked in ſo much Wine and Garlick, my 
Head was in a perpetual Giddineſs, EE, 
I remember once, that ſleeping in the moſt ſound and 
quiet Time of the Night, there came a Husbandman 
_ of the Town in great Haſte, to intreat my Uncle that 
* he would give Order to knock the Bells for Child- | 
birth, becauſe his Wife was juſt crying out: My good | 
Curate then waked me, ſaying, riſe Perico, rile, and | 
ring for Child-birth, quickly, quickly; I got up, and i 
as we Fools have great Memories, I retained in it the 5 
quickly, quickly, and I knocked the Bells ſo nimbly 
that the Inhabitants of the Town had thought, without f 
_, doubt, it rang for Fire: At the Alarm they all got 
up, running out of their Houſes, ſome with Pitchers, | 
Others with Kettles, others with Buckets, and others 1 
with Seringes and ſeveral Engines, all came ſtraight to 
the Church to ask me where? where? I anſwered in ] 
ſiuch an one's Houſe, thinking that they would know : 
where the Woman in Labour was; and the Curate be- i 
ing fallen aſleep again, I had no body to ſhew me my | © 
Error. | | - | T 
The Neighbours were all thus gathered together in a t 
Tumult, at the Houſe of the Woman in Labour, and 0 
ſeeing a great deal of Smoak go up out of the Chim- 0 
ney, for they had, by Chance, kindled the Child- bed © 
Fire of Straw (which. is poor People's Fuel upon N — . 


more at Leiſure where the Fire was, there was fallen 


r it was ſufficient to ä Signs to me, 1 went 


"The be ps.” Pool: : 


fiey) they all ſuppoſed that there the Houſe was om» 
Fire indeed, and began to — on their Pitchers, Ket. 
tles, Seringes, and other Engines of Water, to untile 
the Houſe and pull down the any that they might 4 
quench the Fire; others fell to breaking open the Doors, _ 
with a terrible Clattering, and hearing the Woman 
crying out with her Pains in the Bed, believed ſhe did 

it for Fear of the Fire, they carried her! out in their 
Arms into the Street, no Arguments nor Intreaties being 
ſufficient to prevent it. When they came near, to ſea 


ſuch Abundance of Rubbiſh upon it, that they thought 
the poor Woman owed her Life to that Diligence, who: 
was delivered before all the Town, in the Middle of 
the Street, and of a Multitude of Lights, that the: 
Os might be ſure not to want . nor Gol: 
1. 
"The Relation of the Husband was not 6 with 
the Town, to perſuade them that they were not called  _ 7 
to the quenching of a Fire, but to Child- birth; thun 
he ſwore it a thouſand times yet they believed him not: ] ꝶ K0“ 
So ordinary a Thing it is to give more Credit to a Ra... 
cal than to an honeſt Man, I was ſorry the Fault waa 
not laid at my Door, but my Uncle ſuſpected it, whick 
was beſt for my Eaſe; for ſeeing that I underſtood not. © 22 
the Office, he reſolved to take it from me in a few 
Days, and diſſembled it at pn Een he Would —_— 
not anger the Parties aggrieved. = 
A while after died one of the origin Men of the _; 
Pariſh, a Gentleman, and of good Parentage, | but 4 1 


Perſon that would make a Fool of himſelf when he was ES 
in his Wine, ſo that being a little elevated, would go 1 
out upon a Holyday wich a Tabor ang Pipe to mae 
merry, and dance with the Maids 5 young Men of #3 
the Town, in a ridieulous Man My Uncle knew 1 


of his being dead, and at the 2 came a We - = 
Go, Perico, ſaid he, go ring for the Dead, and with. 
out Lazineſs, for the Love of God, merrily, merril /:? 
He thought that I underſtood he meant the Bells, and E 
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to | my Belfry very carefully, to obey him with all 
Punctuality, and confidered how he had ' commanded” 
me to ring for the Dead merrily : God bleſs me, thought 


* 5 : 


Who bad thee ring after this Manner? I believing tha 
they had admired it, anſwered, my Uncle, the Curate ; 


2 ® Or Battaile Dance in Spain, wherein they skirmiſh, dancing 
W Lances, Daggers, Cc. in their Hands. ee 
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J to myſelf, ſurely the Phyſician of the Town 1s dead, 
or the Scri vans (or Attorney) ſince my Uncle has a 
mind I ſhould celebrate it with ſo much Mirth : I be- 


thought myſelf that the merrieſt Sound, in my Opi- 


nion, was the Chacona, and knocked the CBHacona 
with both my Hands on two Bells, ſo to the Life, and 
with ſo much Air, that many afterwards ſwore to me, 
it had made them dance. EE 
The Parents of the dead Man thinking it was to mock 
him forbeing aTaborer, took their Half-pikes and Lances 


and coming towards the Belfry, before they got thither | 


they began to ſhout, and call out, Rogue, Raſcal, doit 


thou not know what thou do'ſt? I ſeeing that Squadron 
together, armed at all Points, confirmed my Suſpicion, 


and verily believed they came to make merry for the 
Death of ſome of the aforeſaid, * with a Torneo de a 
pie; I then more pleaſed myſelf with the Sound, but 
they redoubling their Noiſe, I held ſtill a little for 
Eariofity, and heard them ſay, who bad thee, Raſcal 


* 


» 
t 


ſcarcely had they heard that when they departed towards 


his Houſe, but by this he came running to the Steeple, 


with his Gown tuck'd up at his Girdle, ſweating Drop 
alter Drop; and crying out, What do'ſt thou do, Fool? 


What do'ſt'thou do, Beaſt? Perceiving him angry I 


let alone the Bells, and he proceeded, Come down 


from thence, Beaſt, for thou undo'ſt me: I came down, 


and found my good Curate compaſſed about by all thoſe 


Executioners, who made a great Noiſe ; but I minded 
not what they ſaid, only liſtning to my Uncle, heard 


him ſay, He'll tell ye, Let him tell: They all re- 
plied, he has already told us; and at this they drawing 


' nearer, my Uncle call'd to me, Come hither (Son of a 
| Whore) did I bid thee knock the Chacona? (my Fa- 


tber 


_ 
* 


ſuſfering this ill Neighbourhood of the Mice, far I al- 


PTꝰybe Fortunate Rl. 
ther could have ſaid no more to me), Why, ſaid I, did 
you not bid me ring merrily ? What then can you have 
Who now would not have ſaid that this Folly ſhould 
have been my undoing ? Yet it was not, but the Eaſg 
of my Trouble; for my Uncle's Anger being appeaſed, 
and he ſuppoſing that I did it out of Ignorance, never 


merrier ? This gave them all Satisfaction, and they 
NT i We 1 7 OC, ASTL $0.4 EY {33 VEE 21 a 


beat me for the Neglect; and not to ſee himſelf in ſuch. 


another Premunire, took from me my Office of Ge- 
vernor of the Bells, and gave it to my Couſin and Com- 


le had a. little Suſpicion of his being ſomewhat _ 


| greedy, and in regard he loved him more than me, he 


ad employed him in the Care of the Larder ; now the 

Man being miſerable, he thought he did well to change 
his Officers, therefore made me his Diſpenſor, or Over- 
ſeer of his Proviſions, and gave me the Keys of a Rom 


where he kept all his Dainties. | You ſee me here Maſter 


cf all my Deſire meerly dy my Follies. 


_ He delivered all to me by Account, Cheeſes, Honey, 
Pome-citron, Boxes of Quince Marmalate, two dozen 
Gammons of Bacon, as many dry'd Sauſages, and a 


thouſand other Knacks of the Nuns: In ſine, I took 


him a little out of each of theſe Meats, and if he ſaid 
Maſs betimes, I alſo took Care to give him a Biſcuit 
and Wine, but thought much to ooo him all and leave 
none for myſelf, and yet feared le 


throw me out to the Choir to fing, without more ado : 
So I hit upon a Stratagem, and it was to give out 
a Report that there were a World of Mice haunted us; 


with this I eat as much Cheeſe, Biſcuits and Sweetmeats, 
as I had a mind to: but being ſomewhat more affecti- 


onate fo the Gammons of Bacon, I ſuppoſed the Mice 


could not keep me blameleſs for this, they - ordinarily 
eating little, becauſe they are hindered 'by the Rind of 
it: Now, my Uncle going in daily to ſee the State of 


his Dainties, for certain (ſaid I once to him) there is no 
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my Uncle coming tio 
know the Loſs, ſhould take from me the Key, and | 


for Meat, I fry'd it for myſelf, and drew the Devil out 
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we ſind ſomewhat or other devoured ; it you, Sir, 
chink, fit, we will put into the Larder a Cat that ſhall 

ive them their Payment; the Counſel was liked well 
12 my Uncle, who was very angry at the pilfering of 
the Mice; ſo he made a Cat-hole in the Door, and T 
went in to ſerve for a Cat, and cut what I liked of the 
"Gammons and Sauſages, and while the reſt were at 
Church, and a little old Woman gone to the Market 


of my Guts. The Curate coming home noted what 
was wanting, and concluded ſtraight, that the Cat had 
eaten it; and although I did him more Miſchief, fo 
great was his Anger again: th the Mice, that he was well 
enough contented, and ſaid, tis no matter ſince theſe 
Feurvy Vermin die in Exchange of my Loſs. I always 
kept ſhut the Cat-hole, becauſe the Cat and IT being 
then both of one Trade, I would not that ſhe ſhould 
out do me in any Thing. 

Sixteen Years ſpent I in this Life, N knowing 
a zar I could have 2 hannier - which was no great 


— r | — 8 n —— 


Manter indeed for me; ; or whilſt a Man defireth nd 
more than what he zyjoyeth, he may ſay, that he en- 


joyeth his Heart's Dgfire : I found within me a certain 


covetous Inclination to Books, which never left me, and 
went abroad into the Fields with ſome of my Uncle's, 
as Guzman the Rogue, Obregon the 'Squire, ä | 
and others of this Kind ; I entertained myſelf ſweetly 


with theſe at all idle Times, which Were many, in Sum- 
mer in the Shades, and at the Sun in Winter. 5 


It happened at the Time of the Feſtival, Which they 


| uſe to make to the Sacrament, that there was in the Ca- 
ſtle of Oddn a great Gentleman Priſoner, for a certain 


Quarrel which he had had with a Nobleman in the Court: 
He undertaking on his own Account to make it for that 
Purpoſe, ſent for a Company of Stage-players from 
Madrid, thoſe who had made their Autos (or Acts) there 


on the Lime Occaſion ; who repreſented in Odon two 


of excellent Variety of Verſes of profound Conceit, and 


above all with great Ornament of Cloaths. 1 was in 
| RY 3 at Mel and followed after them. open- 
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tle to entertain that Gentleman, of which I loſt not 


one Title, neither was it poſlible for me 10 do other- 


wife. _ | 


F 


After they had been, there three Days, I perceived 
they talked of going away, and had a Couple of Coa- 


ches at the Gate, aving already taken Leave of the 


Alcalde, Here I was ready to loſe my Senſes, wiſhin 
T had never ſeen them, for it ſeemed to me I ſhoul, 
never be able to live in their bitter Ablence ; ſo much 
did this Deſire work in me that it maſtered my Cow- 


ardiſe, and that natural Reſtraint which always (to my 
great Shame) kept me in awe. . „ 
I came to one of the Comedians and asked him Whi- 
ther they went? He told me to Madrid; are you, re- 


ply'd I, to act as many times there? He laughed at 
me, and ſaid, there, Friend, are two Comedies every 
Day, and many times half a dozen, with thoſe acted 
in particular Houſes. I already had Knowledge that 


Madrid was the chieſeſt Town of Spain, but I knew not 


wherein it was ſo, or what did illuſtrate it, becauſe I 


had never been out of On, neither had I ever had 


any Deſire that my Uncle ſhould let me go out of it ; 


when I heard that in Madrid they had of that every 
Day, and afterwards knew that it was but there hard 


by ; I thought I was very near Heaven, and curſed my 
Fortune that had, for ſixteen Years depriv'd me of ſeeing a 
Place where there are two Comedies everyDay, and many 
Times half a dozen in particular Houſes. I then purpoſed 
to ſay to Death, when he ſhould come with the Writ of 


Execution, to da it on my Life, that there wanted yet 


ſixteen Years, becauſe: thoſe which are imputed to me, 

that I lived in Odon was not to live, nor any Thing 
like it. What, is it poſſible, thought I, that any one 
Ee tre Sens thats” 


tion. 
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. mouth'd, as if by that all thoſe Graces would have en 
tered into me: They acted ſome Comedies in the Ca 
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Barbarians, that have not two 
| Comedies every Day, and many times fix in particular 
Houſes ? This I repeated every Moment in my Imagina: 
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Gentleman Whg. Was in the Caſtle ſtill continuing, there 


of a Covetouſneſs that he ſhould inform me concerning 
Learning, and that made Verſes, and ſuch Comedies as 


Knowledge: I asked him it they were of Madrid, and 
thoſe Ladies; he told me yes: I asked alfo, with much it 


to plotting how to go to Madrid in a good Con- 


Which he ſuppoſed were laid out on me, in maintaining 
me at the Univerſity of Salamanca, ſtudy ing the Fa- 
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It afterwards happened that tus Impriſonment of that 


o 


came Men of very pleaſant Converſation, and Ladies of 
courtly Behaviour to viſit him; I went up and down 
there amongſt them, being. become all Eyes, as if I 
would diſcover a new World; I made a Friendſhip 
with a Page of my own Years, a very ſtraight one, out 


thoſe. Things: He told} me that thoſe with whom his 
Maſter paſs'd away the Time, deceiving the Sadneſs of 
his Impriſonment, were Men that had ſtudied good 


— 


not long ſince had been acted there; and that they alſo 
writ Books of Entertainment, of which I already had 


* 0 


Simplicity, if in Madrid the Cavaliers uſed to Keep ſo n 
many Women; and even the Rogues too faid he, keep 
as many as they can get with their Intuftry, or with 
their Money: That, I told him, I had read of the 8 


Great Turk: Friend, ſaid he, he keeps them as his a 


own Wives, theſe do. not: So much the better, ſaid I, 8. 
much more pleaſant ſeems this Manner of G#/fo to me: a! 
The Great Turk ſurely knows not how to ſolace him- F. 
felf with ſo much Eaſe. When I knew that in Madrid a1 
they had Comedies, ingenious Men, delicate and beauti- V 
ful Women, and that without the Trouble of Marriz & i a 
they were enjoyed, at the Expence of Money or In- v 


duſtry; I could not reſiſt this Deſire, but yielded up my C 


Arms to it, and reſolved that my Departure ſhould be 
/VVJJJ))))))½))%½%)½%%Vöͤ 

Now knowing that it was not enough to go to an 
Madrid, unleſs Money went with me, becauſe the poor th 
Man lives expoſed to all Miſeries in the Streets, I fell til 
) | . : 
My Father ſent by every Fleet about four hundred 
Crowns to the Curate, my Uncle, for the Charges 
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1 Le Firtunae Nl. 5 48 
eulty of the Laws; a Thing which he had often re- A of 


be paid with ſo much liberality, who bred me up with 0 


t 5 
>» WW commended by ſeveral Letters; to which my Uncle 3 
t anfivered, that although I was ſtill a Fool; yet he hoped 3 
1 that in a ſhort time he ſhould civilize me a little more 3 1 
L & becauſe T ſhould not be there the mock and laughing 9 
> WW ftock of all. At this time came the Fleet and the four A 
© WY hundred Crowns; me thought it was pity that he ſhould 9 


much miſery: And as a ſtrong deſire, never wants Argu- 
ments to ſet it forward; it ſeemed to me but a Caſe of Re- 

1 fiitution, to take from him that which came for my ſelf 
8 ſo I did; and with regard to my opinion, for even toſteal 1 
0 i is good to have the opinion of being a Fool. 8 
4 My Uncle put his Breeches where he kept the Key = 
] of the Money under his Pillow; when he therefore was 

ain bed, it was impoſlible to open the Cabinet without 
5 manifeſt danger 3 wherefore the contrivance was thus. 1 
p About two o' Clock in the Night, it being very dark, | 
a 1 eroſe with great ſilence, and opened the Door of the 
Street, and all the reſt to that where the Curate was; 2 
$ and afterwards being come to my Bed, I began to cr, 
„Sir, Uncle, Sir, Uncle, Thieves, Thieves! He wa kes, 


and hearing the Noiſe, in a Moment jumps into „ 
Floor, taking a Sword which be had on the Bed's Taſter, 
Fand being amazed, asked where doeſt thou hear them 2 
- Where are they? At the Street-door they make a Noiſe, 
> 8 faid I, With this he haſtens to the ſtreet door, Which 
Vas not near, telling me that I ſhould riſe and light a 
„Candle. All this while my Couſin Slept. 
n I ſearched the Pockets, took . the Key of the Ca- 
binet, where the four hundred Crowns were newly come; 
and finding them in a Purſe, I left the Cabinet open 5 
then although T felt the Candle, I went not to light it, 
till I had firſt laid up in ſecurity the Purſe of my joy, 
my life, and all my Remedy. The Curate having 
found the Doors open, fell, in the firſt place, to ſhutting 
that of che Street; and locking of it, and the Key being 
then on the inſide, he took it out of the lock, thinking 
the Thief was within, and that with this he ſhould hin =. 
der Too ny out, and catch him with the theft in _ 7 
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2 HER then = out, Wa had hither the Candle, 3 
bring the li Fo I came down with it, and found him 
with his againſt the Street- door in a fighting e 
cutting and ſlaſhing the Air, and calling out Sacrilegious, 
Rogues, the Curate, muſt you rob the Curate 3 3 Sacri- 
legious Villains? _ 
When the Light was brought come hither Perica, faid 
he; follow me let us go viſit every Room by its ſelf in 
order, ſo we did; and went looking them all till we 
came where the theft ad been done 3 when he {aw the 
Cabinet open, he was almoſt dead, and fell into a cold 
Sweat, as if they had taken away his blood; and no 
marvel for Money is the Blood of the Life, without 
which no Man is able to breath : At laſt, after he had 
'a 'good while confidered the Robbery, he laid, *tis done, 
Ae are come too late: Then came to the Drawer, and 
ing the - Purſe wanting, cryed, All's loſt ;. I durſt have 
2 it, the Thieves are already Zone; 3 that was the 
| Noiſe thou heardſt at the Door. 

Let us go to the Alcalde, that he may take our Teſti 
mony concerning the Subſtance of the Crime: But now 
I think on't, ſtay thou in the Houſe, and lock the Door 
on the inſide, leſt it ſhould be the Devil, and in the mean 
time ſhould return for more; with this he went, and I ſhew. M _ 
ed ſome reſentment at the Accident; The Juſtice com- th: 
ing preſently, did what 3 is ny inſuch Ce and alter. to 
- Wards went their ways. the 
AI let ſome days paſs over, WY one morning fac; ap- N: 
peared very chearful and pleaſant, from dis a might be Fr 
gathered a happy Omen, my hearts fide being comforted ful 
With the Purſe, I took my way towards Madrid, think- : 
ing on the new way of Living, which Heaven offered me; be: 
And that which gave me the greateſt trouble, was the by 
Sirname of Hernandez; which I inherited of m y Pa- anc 
rents, and that Pedro Hernandez ſounded: like a Fool 
on a Stage: I remembred me that I was more indebted 
to my Friend than to my Father, ſince by it I had en- 
Joyed To quiet a Life ; therefore en ah os n 
IP felt 1 855 cad | 
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l went into Madrid at the Gate called, Puerta de La 


Vega, and came ſtraight * to the little Market place 


of San Salvador, where ſeeing a confuled number of 
People, I asked what they were; they told me Algu- 


azil; and Sci ano (or Bailiffs and Attorneys :) It gre 
me already to think I was come where there was ſo much 


Juſtice. Sinner that I am, ſaid I, we could not live 
in our own Town, only for having one Sczwano in it: 
How ſhall I live hear, where there are ſo many ? 


A little farther as I came to the Puerta de Guadalax- 


ara, I met the Page with whom I had contracted the 
friendſhip in Odox, - He was very glad to ſee me: I 
told him. that I had had a falling out with the  Curate, 
and was come from him, with intention to live in the 
Court. Thou comeſt in good time, replyed he, for at a 
certain place, they have intreated me to ſeek them out a 
Page: if thou haſt a mind to be one, thou wilt be in a 
way to live. I conſidered on his Counſel, and it 
eemed to me not ill: For although I brought with me, 


good ſtore: of Money yet that would eaſily waſte, if 1 
\hnnla livs' N. and it Was beſt Keeping! it till 2 


—U— — as * * aces whe wyv 2085 


time of neceſſity, to help at a dead lift. 


He carried me, at my requeſt, to the . I bought : 
there a Suite and Cloak of black Searge, then we came 


to a Shop, where they ſold Starched Ruffes and Cuffes 3 


theſe J alſo bought, and made my ſelf more Gallant then 


Narciſſus ; for Narciſſus never wore a ſtarched Ruff: 


From that time I knew that Money was the molt power- 


ful thing in the World; and that it ſupplied the defects of 


Nature, fince a Man that came fo Ruſtick as he that had 


been bred up among the Beaſts of the Field, in an inſtant, 


by virtue of this great Prince, wan: Gallant, full of A : 


and Courtl 7. 
| He then carried me to be ſeen to my Maſter, wit was 
au Arrogonian Gentleman, large of Statue, and in years, 


| but ſhort of Sight. He was married to a young Lady of 


about ſixteen; and came to Court to pretend for a Title; 
now to qualify himſelf the better, he took great care 


about the Number and Ornament of thoſe that ferved 


him ; and ſeeing me well clad, and of an Aſpect as 
| 81 fevers 
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ſeyere as an Alcalle of the Court: This Lad, ſays he, 
- looks not amiſs : Whence art thou? Native of Madria, 
anſwered I ; then, ſaid he, thou art no Fool, as though 
Fools could not be born in Madrid. He would have 
treated about my Sallary ; but I, not well underſtanding 
it, faid, Trouble not your ſelf, Sir, concerning that ; for 
1 eſteem it a ſufficient intereſt, to honour my ſelf with 
the Title of your Servant. You ſhall ſee here that my 
knowing little was of profit.to me in this, for the 
Gentleman, obliged by the courteſy, took an affection to 
me, and gave me what I had need of, with a liberal 
Hand ; whereas if I had made a poſitive Bargain as the 
others did, he had given me the bare e 585 2585 


who had not wherewithal to buy Shoes. 


New Cloaths, and the occafion awakened in me: I 

| know not what Divine Lights, that made me admire my 

own ſelf. J went to kiſs my Miſtreſs hands, and found 

in her the liking as in her Husband ; the asked me ſome 

gqueſtions, which I briefly and myſteriouſly fatisfied, ale 
ways rg in the bluſhings of m7 face, the honeſty 
and modeſty of my Nature. 

My Maſter being a . t ſtayed not much at 
Home, which lied but ill, for he would ſuffer neither 
Page nor Lacquay to ſtay at Home, thinking he loſt his 

Nobility in loſing the Sight of any one of us. See what 
the Honours of the World are, and the Oſtentation 
which gives credit to Merits, which are to be adorned 

With little ſlovenly Lacquays and Pages; ; from: that time 
| 1 began to Philoſophize. 

* How is it poſſible, thought I. chat all can paſs by this 
Madneſs, and can take for Merit and Pledge of Eſtima- 
tion, that which is anothers ; and from ſo nigardly and 

 froward a Miſtreſs as Fortune, a Woman, in fine, cove- 

tous and variable, that at the firſt ATE, cries, This i is 
mine, give me it again. "In 

We went ſometimes all the Day long following his 

| Horſe, and I wid within 235 ſelf, Whither ek. thou 


thy 


hs 


t n 


5: Oh e 5 „ 
T One that ſued for an Honour i the Court eis dt 
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e, thy {elf to be carried? Thou followeſt a Beaſt, there 
, needs no other Proof, that thou ſhalt never come to good. 
2h At other times my Pretendient went out in his Coach, 
ve and although there was room enough to ſpare, for us four 
ng Pages in the Boots, he would not give us that honour, 
or not to go without that which we gave him, walking a 
th foot round his Coach, with our green Liveries, like 
ny Footboys of the Pageant Giants, which are carried in 
od 8 Proceſſion. VVV e 

to I reſted not in the Nights, for the greateſt part of 
ral them I was imployed in carrying Notes and Meſſages 
he to this and the other Nobleman, a thing inſufferable ſor 


|, my Humour, by reaſon of the nice difficulties Which 


% 


uled to be at the Doors of theſe People, and for the Ce- 
„I remony which their Preſence uſeth to oblige z I could 
my not endure that of making me Dance per force, with fo 
nd much Reverence, and cringing of my whole Body: 
me Since that the unregarded kneeling to one of theſe ne- 
al- glectſul Grandees, who fot not turning his Eyes, will 
ſty I keep a Man curſing with Devotion : Which ill Fortune 

remained with me ſo long as the Opinion of being wiſe. 
1 at The Devil put it into my Head to appear ſo, and to be 
her a Graduate: Forconfident ef this, my Maſter ſent me 
his on all Meſſages, that I reſted not quiet a Moment. I 


hat I then turned Fool again, and was fortunate: the manner 


10n was ſtrange, JJ TT Cop oe. „ 
One Night very late, being weary, as I uſed to be, 
my Maſter had writ a Letter, to ſend by the Poſt ; but 
being-called away to Supper, he ſaid to me, cloſe thou 
this Letter, put upon it the Superſcription, and carry it 
to the Poſt of Arragon, for it imports me very much. 
He went to Supper, and I ſtaid reading the Letter, 
which ſeemed to be of Love: for after many tender Ex- 
preſſions, he ſent to tell a Woman, that by all means 


he could not be abſent from Home. In the Margin he 


5 ny Note or Letter to a Nobleman, to deliver it kneeling. 
N 1 A Kingdom in Spain. „ 
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ſhe ſhould come to ſee him, for by reaſon of his Buſineſs . 


5 e 
* Ic ES Cuſtom in Spain formerly when a Page brought - 


_ " Her Servants, that ſhe could not live unleſs they left her 
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af de Fortunate Fool, =» 
put the Name of the Perſon to whom he writ, as he or- 
dinarily uſed to do, and therefore told not me what I 
ſhould put in the Superſcription ; ſuppoſing that I would 
perceive that it was for a Siſter of his, by the Name 
which he had left written. „„ | 
Near our Precinct was a Lady of Pleaſure, one of 
thoſe that receive Viſits, a Perſon ſo great a Friend of 


ſome Pledge of their Paſſion, whereby ſhe might adore 
their Memories: To be plain, ſhe was a moſt impu- 

dent hackney Jade, was of Arragon: and called in moc- 
kery the Poſt of Arragon. I ſeeing a Love Letter, and 
for the Poſt of Arragon, thought that without doubt, it 

was for her: ſo ſealed it, but would not write a Super- 
ſeription, it ſeemed to me a Madneſs to put one upon an 
alnorous Paper. * F 

I carried it to the Poſt, ſhe asked me whoſe it was; 
I told her a Gentleman of Arragon, whoſe Name came 
in the Paper : She opened it very amorouſly, and read it 


thus: 


85 make me moſt happy, there needs no mort than 
' — that thou wilt have it jo; and thou nwilt thew 
it, in coming to ſee me, the Way is ſhort, and I would 
10 God that I were free from Buſineſs, then 1 aſſure 
thte, I would go to thee every Day ; there ſhall not be Wit 
wanting any thing to pleaſure thee, when thou wilt come Wo 
to make joyful this thy Houſe , And becauſe I hope ſbort- 
fy to fee thee, I do not give thee any account of other 
Cares of greater Moment, God preſerve thee, ec. 


She was very much pleaſed at the courteſy of the 
Paper, and deſirous to comply with what it required, 
ſhe asked me if that might be a good Opportunity, I 
told her, Ves: Becauſe my Maſter ſhewed a great deſire | 
that ſhe ſhould come at the Inſtant that he ſent me to 
call her. She made me ſit down in a Chair, and calling 
a Servant that was half a Tawny-moor, ſhe went into 


The Fortunate Fool, 5 49 
an inner Chamber, where ſhe tricked herſelf up in her 
Silver laced Waiſtcoat, her Mantle embroidered with 
Gold, and all her mundus muliebris; and afterwards 
taking her Maid by the Hand, and ſeeing but with half 

Jan Eye thro' her Veil, we came to my Maſter's Houſe. 
I went in firſt to prepare him, and finding him at Supper 
with his Wife, I whiſpered him in the Ear, and ſaid to 
him, Now, Sir, the Poſt of Arragon is here. What 
doſt thou ſay ? replied he. That I have brought her 
here, ſaid I, beautitul as a thouſand Pieces of Gold : 
The good old Man knew not that there was ſo pleaſing 
a Poſt ; for he thought they had all been bearded, and 
underſtood me not, making me a thouſand Queſtions, 
nor did I underſtand him: In fine T ſaid to him, Come 
forth, Sir, for ſhe expects you in your Chamber, and it 
is not Courtely to keep her ſo long: She tarried leſs 
in dreſſing herſelf than your Waben in riſing from your 
Chair. 

Up gets the good old Man, bleſſing himſelf, and 
coming down to a Room which he had near the Entry, 
well furniſhed, he found in it the Poſt, a young Girl of 
a good Countenance, much Gentleneſs i in her Eyes, and 

Sweet neſs in her Cheeks, all Smiling and Pleaſantneſs, 

who holding the Paper in her Hand, and having made 
her Court'ſy to him that was aſtoniſhed at the Novelty, 

ſhe ſaid to him, Sir, for you to command one, who e- 
ſteems it ſo great a Happineſs to be yours, what needed 

ſo courteous a Paper? Any Meſſage is ſufficient wherein 

you command me to ſerve you. The old Man appre- 
hending the Error which happened, and rejoicing in his 

Heart at it, longed in good earneſt to be making much 

of her, and accounted the Miſtake for lucky. 

My Miſtreſs who had noted the Secret which I told 
im at Table, and that he had riſen up in a Surprize 
trom it, was ſomewhat troubled, and ſent a Chamber 

maid to watch him, who related both what ſhe did ſee, 
nd what ſhe did not ſee: My Maſter, ſaid ſhe, hath 
got a Miſtreſs, and Perico is the Pimp; ſhe's the braveſt 
ench in the whole Town; by my Faith he is not ſo 

Beal to Fa as he is to her: This old Dotard, what a 
| Br. Golden 
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Golden Mantle he has given her, and a Silver Waiſt⸗ 
coat! the good Man ſeems young again: This you de- 
ſerve for your Fooliſhneſs, but hereafter you will learn 
more Cunning, being ſerved by ſo many Gentlemen as 
you are: Preſently you'll be ſaying, alas, my Husband, 
how I love thee ! An ill fire light on the beſt of him, | 
who would think that his Years were not ſufficient to 
make him aſhamed ? Pray, conſider if this be ſo, what 
will a young beardleſs Huſband be? A Miſchief on the 
Bride that ſhall ' be married, theſe are no Times to put 
'Truſt in any Body; By the Age of my Mother, Mi- 
- Kireſs,- becauſe I ſaw him ſo cold with you, I had thought 
he had forgot his Love-Toys with his Age; a Curſe upon 
him, for, by my Truth, they are not forgotten with 
thoſe whom he loves well. 
The poor Gentlewoman at this was ready to have loſt|l 
Het Senſes, but ſeeing what a ſhameful thing it would be 
for her ſelf, if it ſhould be known, how that a rotten 
old Man deſpiſed her for, a fooliſh young Wench, *ſhe 
diſſembled it ith the greateſt Mildneſs ſhe could, pre- 
tending not to underſtand it, and made ſhow: to the 
Maid, as though ſhe did not believe her. 
Away went the Poſt, and my Maſter calling me, chid 
me, but I ſatisfied him, telling him my Credulity ; and 
fince it had been no ill Bout for him, he paſſed it by, 
purpoſing to hold me from thence forward, in the Opi-W 
nion of 2 Fool. Therefore took from me the Papers 
and other Buſineſſes in my Cuſtody, fearing rogue other 
| F olly of greater Conſequence. 
You ſee me here eaſed already, only for one Folly 8 
What ſhould 1 have been, if I had done many? Thus 
when Fortune conſidered that I was a Fool, the bega | 
to look upon me witha milder Countenance, and to treat 
me as a Friend for my Reſemblance of her. 
My Miſtreſs was mollified, by the Addreſſes, Cares, 
Importunities, and Subtilties of 2 Noble- man, who with 
equal Power and Caution ſerved her; the ſuffered his 
- Courtſhip, received his Preſents, his Comedies: and. hi 
. Freats, only that ſhe might not be thought Cloi 
dhe anſwered his Notes, not to be lou 55 3 final 


— 
# n mn 8 A 2 4 3A * Rt — — * * 5 * 5 * ” 
oY * N * 1 8 N 6 WY. 9 5X es * * 9 ö * SE * 
7 2 FED 8 M £ x 


The Fortunate Fool. 51 


ſhe liked the young Man well, becauſe ſhe liked the old 
Man ill. And accounting me for Secret, Wife, and a 
Diſſembler; and graduating me with the Pimpſhip of her 
| Husband, ſhe deſired him that he would give Leave 
that I might be employed in her Service, her Meſſages, 
and Waiting on her: and that the Page which ſhe, till 
then, had kept for this, might ſerve him in my Stead 3 
my Maſter was glad at the Truck, and ſtruck the 
Bargain, as one that ſwops away a Horſe. | 
After a few Days Service of my new Commandreſs I 
was called aſide by a Duenna, or Governeſs, into a 
Room alone, peeping in every Corner to ſee. if no 
body heard us: I obſerving her Behaviour, concluded, 
that for certain ſhe wou}d give me a Schooling for the 
paſſed Pimping ; the breed Matron with her pontifi- 
cal Habit, a Hermit-like Roſary about her Neck, a 
little Book of Devotion in her Hand, and a Pair of 
large Spectacles on her Noſe, took me by the Arm, 
and ſaid, Although honeſt Men have no need of being 
admoniſhed, that they ſhould be ſo, becauſe their Na- 
tures ſtand prompting them to it, yet for all this they 
often ſlide into many Errors, by not knowing the Way: 
This, my Son, I will now teach you; you are in a very 
principal and honourable Houſe, and till now have 
ſerved the Maſter of it; but the Negle&s which are 
committed with them, are not ſo notable as thoſe which are 
committed with Ladies; you ſerve my Miſtreſs, mind 


me what I ſay, you mult bend to her Deſires, you muſt 


accompliſh her Will; for thoſe who ſerve muſt not diſ- 


y: pute whether that which is commanded be juſt or not, 


that is more for Churchmen than Pages: If you would 
do diſcreetly, and for your own Good, you need no o- 
ther Loadſtone than Obedience and Secreſy : Obey, 
Friend, and be filent, if you would be obeyed another 
Day; you ſee many in theſe Streets that are ſerved well, 
only becauſe they have ſerved well. : 


My Miſtreſs knows you to be loyal and ſecret, be: 
hi cauſe you have been ſo with your Maſter, and altho? 
im this hath been to her Prejudice ſhe eſteems you for it, as 


it is Reaſon, conſidering that you alſo will be faithful with 


er henceforward „ being her Page. There 
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There ſerves my Miſtreſs (you muſt know) a Noble. 
man of this Court, a Perſon powerful and liberal; ſhe 
is a Woman ill match'd, and owes ſome Gratitude to 
the Love of this Prince, and telling me his Title, you 
are to carry him, faid ſhe, this Paper, which is the 
Anſwer of another of his, and the Reward which he 
ſhall give, will advertiſe you whether it be good to ſerve 
with Secrecy or no; and becauſe it is not convenient 
to be telling you of it always, from henceforth I fore- 
Warn you, that all the Errands which ſhall be given 
you for my Miſtreſſes Cozen, you muſt carry to the 
Earl; and this is enough for the firſt Leſſon. I gave 
Nor Thanks for the good Documents, and carried the 
oh 2 

There I perceived how prejudicial a Fool is, ſince 
by my Folly that Gentlewoman came to ceaſe being ſo, 
by becoming jealous and revengeful to her Husband. 
Fooliſhneſs in Men is like Poifon in poiſonous Crea- 
tures, of which the Naturaliſts write, that it never does 
Hurt to themſelves, but to others; I wax'd fat with my 
Follies, and others are deſtroyed by them: Here I allo 
obſerved, that the Folly and Lightneſs of married Wo- 
men was for the moſt part learn'd of their Husbands ; 
for, as Pliny ſays in his Panegyrick to Trojane, they 
eſteem it an Honour to imitate their Husbands. 

Married Friend that moſt Nights leaveſt thy Wife, 
and goeſt to ſeek another's; do not confide in that thy 
Wife is very obedient, for even for that Reaſon ſhe may 
- _ Imitate thee with more Facility. What a pleaſant Life 

did I lead in my new Office! The firſt Pages of the 

World; thoſe that took up this Occupation by their 
own Choice, and not by Uſe as now a Days, and that 
too for want of other Employment, they I ſay, were 
allured by this Proſperity of Pages; let us ſpeak plain, 

I mean of Pimping: The Page that is nota Pimp is 
not a Page, but a meer Pretender to it. This is the 
greateſt good Fortune, to this are all his Deſires ſteered. 

The Page that thou ſhalt ſee well clad, brisk, and full 
of Money, has already attained ta his Perfection; the 
other poor tatter-de-malians are till in their Sack- | 

cCloath. 
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path. How many Plays was I carried to? What 

Sport did I ſee ? At what ſplendid Feaſts was I preſent 7 
How much Gold had I given me? What Acquaint-- 
ance did I gain? and from whence came all this good 
Fortune to me, but only for having the Reputation of a 
Fool! My Miſtreſs thought that I had underſtood no- 
thing of what I ſaw, and therefore confided all in me, 
| as though ſhe did not confide in me at all. | 

At this Time there happened to me a very pleaſant: 
Accident, which was on this manner. The Gentle- 
man of the Horſe had a Spight to a pretty Lady of a. 
certain middle Humour, betwixt grave and airy : 
He had treated her as a reſpectful Lover, and made Ber 
Hands ſparkle with certain Diamonds, in which his 
Fooliſhneſs was reſplendent: And coming a few Days 
before his Time, with the Caution which he thought 
convenient, he catched her napping with a Nobleman ;. 
another Night returning he found her with another, 
at this he was iwoln with ſuch honourable Jealouſies, 
that he was ready to have burſt, therefore contrived this. 
Revenge. 

He intreated me to put on my Maſter's richeſt Suit: 
of Clothes, which was in his Cuſtody, and that accom»: 
panied by the reſt of the Pages of the Houſe, I ſhould 
go viſit her, feigning my ſelf an Earl, and that I ſhould: 
rifle from her as much as I could by handſome Ways ;: 
for ſhe was a Woman who not only truſted her Jewels. 
to Gentlemen, but her-ſelf alſo, which without Scruple- 
ſhe delivered up to them. Now I conſidered that being 
ſo grave,. ſhe would not be willing that the firſt Viſit 
ſhould. be made by Night, we therefore were of Apree- 
ment that it ſhould be by Day, and in my Maſter's 
Coach, who was then three Leagues from Madrid, 
ſeeing the Siſter which he writ to, when I'call'd the 
Poſt; but the Gentleman of the Horſe charged me 1 

that above all I ſhould feign my ſelf a Fool, becauſe... 
this. fooliſh, greedy. Woman would confide the more in 
me. 

. Qua Equipage' 3 we came to her Hil: I ver) 
gallant i in the chief End of the Coach, and the Pages 
1 | waiting | 
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waiting upon me; bad them ſay that the Earl of Rags. 
na Was there, they having firſt given Notice we en+ 
ter in; I made my Congieslittle and meaſured, fat me 
down, and without ſpeaking a Word, ſtood viewing 
her from Top to Toe; and do you think this was the 
Action of one in Love? No ſuch Thing I aſſure you; 
| It was a Project, as you ſhall preſently hear. 
I beheld her, and conſidered how is it poſſible thought 
I, that ſo good a Face ſhould have ſuch wicked Ends ? 
That fo beautiful a Head ſhould be ſo empty! What 
a Sottiſhneſs it is for us to run mad after Beauty? I 
always thought that they had eſteemed good Faces, be- 
cauſe they promiſe Perfection in all the reſt, as well of 
the Body as of the Soul: For Nature in nothing dealt 
ſo kindly with Men, as in putting in their Faces a Su- 
perſcription, which tells the Difpoſition of every one: 
y it is known any whoſoever. The Frowner, like me, 
ſtands faying with his Face, take heed of me, for I am 
diſcontented and ill Conditioned : The Chearful one 
Haith, Iam all Pleaſantneſs and Goodneſs : The ſwar- 
thy and tawny Complection, that he hath” a courſe 
Soul: The high coloured and bright haired, that he 
is deſperate. From hence then aroſe our Eftimation 
for Beauty, but well looked upon, it ſhould not, ſince 


we ſee that a beautiful Woman as this, who for certain, 
was ſo in Extremity, was both falſe and mad; falſe] 
with the Gentleman of the Horſe, and mad with me, 

£ FV 13 "OE > OSS: By 0 yo 


as you ſhall ſee... 


Snhe was troubled to ſee my Amazement, and I aid, Ml 
_ = *tis ſhe without Doubt, although ſhe is Wared in the 
= Picture. She asked me what it was I faid ? I told her, 


That lying idle at my Seat of Rapina, I had ſent for 


the Pictures of the moſt beautiful Women and Ladies of 
the Court, and that eo Non {o infinitely enamoured me, 


Q 


that I left my Lady Mother, and my good Gammons 
'of Bacon, only to ſee the' Original, and that it had ap- 


"Su to me more perfect than the Picture. Shelf 
ughed at the Lady Mother and the Gammons of Ba- 


con, and took me for a Fgol ; already making Account 


that te yas Lady of all Regina che uſed a World| 
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„of ſugared Words, and Expreſſions to me; ſhe ſoothed 


me up, and lulled me with much Gentleneſs and Ten- 
derneſs. What think you that this wrought 0 me? 
No, for although 1 have confeſſed I am a Fool, yet 
e not that I am a Brute. „ „ 
; Is it poſſible there are thoſe that can eſteem this Sort 
of looſe Women, who only make their Aim at the worlt 
nt and leſs ſtable Thing that we have. Three Goods a- 
2 {Wl dorn us, of the Soul, of the Body, and of Fortune; 
at the two firſt which are Diſcretion, and good Deport- 
I 8 ment, are the: moſt worthy, the laſt is not our own; 


e. this then do Women court, and lay their Allurements t 


of | and Baits to catch it; this they make much of, and for 
alt nothing do they eſteem it ſo highly as for its Inſtability, 
zu- fſince from thence it is that it cometh to their Hands with 
e: more Facility; can any Man eſteem theſe their Flatte- 
ae, ries, knowing that they are not for him but againſt him; 
im and that they are ſaying in plain Terms, thou art a 
ne Fool, and ill favoured, thy Money pleaſeth me. I do 
ar- not fay that it is not Reaſon, we ſhould court the La- 
re dies with ſplendid , Liberality, for it rather is the Pro- 
he WM moter of Love than the Hinderer ; what incenſes me is, 
ion that the Intereſt ſhould be the Principal, and that there 
nc: is no remembring of other Pledges more divine. N 

uin, I aflure you upon the Faith of an ill Conditioned 
alſe Man, that this Creature did not enamour me, but ra- 
me, ther ſhe troubled me ſo much that I ſhortned the Viſit, 
letting her with great Tenderneſs know, how well I 
| was pleaſed with ſome Diamond Rings which ſhe had 
on her Fingers, of thoſe which are ſet in the Faſhion of 


ner, Stars with many ſmall Diamonds; and without more 
for ade, I plucked them from off her Fingers, ſaying, 
s of by the Life of my Mother they ſhall make you as many 


more of this ſame Faſhion ; what well made Rings they 


* 


are, and how pretty they ſhew ! What, hoe, where 


ap- are you? let us away to the Jewellers. With this I took 
She Leave, and ſhe came to the Door to wait upon me, with 
Ba- many ſhews of Gratitude and Pleaſure for this Honour, 
hunt profeſſing her ſelf to be much my Servant. I carried 


my Rings to the Gentleman of the Horſe, who ſtaid ſor 


* 


— 
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us hard by; ; and taking him into my Coach, gave him 
my Side, and we together ſhared the Booty berwie us; 


ſo ended his Courtſhip. . 


I then perceived that thoſe who ſhew an Affection to 


this ſort of Women, do it not ſo much for Love, as for | 


Cuſtom ; tis a confuſion, not a wound; they do it asf 


Men hair-brained, not as thoſe in 1 I went repre-|| 


hending his ill Choice, and added, My Love ſucceeds 
better with me; for I am enamoured of a young Dam- 
| fel, where there is no Danger of theſe Buſineſſes, If} 
ſhe does me any Favour it is faithful and true, for Co- 


vetouſneſs doth not teach her to counterfeit: If ſhe does 


me none, tis not contempt of me, becauſe I ſuppofe 


1 


that ſhe doth it but to keep the decorum which is due, 
and I have hopes too that ſhe diſſembles a Love: But [ 
have none of theſe infamous Jealouſies, for I ſtand ſe- 
cure on her Merits, that yield not up themſelves on eaſie 
Terms. 

The Doctor — was much pleaſed at the recital 
of this his amorous enterprize, expecting great Applauſe 
from Don Feliæ, and looking upon him with Attention 
to ſee how he commended it, perceived he was fallen 
afleep. The Hiſtorian being diſpleaſed at this neglect, 
pretended not to underſtand that it was aſleep, and know- 
ing he was ſometimes troubled: with a Pain at his Heart, 
Which was wont to make him faint, he took a Baſon of 
Water, ſaying, Bleſs us! Heaven deliver thee! threw-it | 
all in his Face. Don Felix awaked, and ſeeing that he 
had taken it for a Swound, thought it a great Happinels | 
to have found this Excufe for his unmannerlineſs; and 
"Js himſelf very wet, and all the Labyrinth of his 
Ruff ſpoiled, he gave him Thanks, ſaying, - that he} 


found himſelf not well, and went away promiſing to-re- i 


turn the Day following. He complyed with his Word, | 
* fully determining not to ſleep, and after havin repeated | 
"the ren the Doctor went on \ wth his Hi wy | 
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| | He proſecutes his Hiſtory, and relates what 
happened to him in the Court being a Page, 


95 and his various Succeſſes in Salamanca. 

es . 

fe HIS manner of Platonick Love, theſe pleaſant 
ie, Conceits, and theſe amorous Inclinations, con- 
5 firmed me more in the Reputation of a Fool : For Men 
2. 


generally are ſo much enamour'd of their own Par 
ſie that they judge for ill and ridiculous all that whic 

ſee not in themſelves: Now there was none that loved 
tal after this Method as I did. Of Force then, they muſt 
ie blame it for ill contrived and fooliſh : The Gentleman of 
on the Horſe laughed at what he ſltould have admired: I 
en i praiſed to him the Caution and warineſs with which my 
ct, WW Miſtreſs ſuffered her ſelf to be ſeen ; and I celebrated her 
w. Diſdains ; being more ſatisfied with them than if they 
rt, had been Favours, telling him that that was a Thing 
of extraordinary in a Woman of her Deportment and 
it Quality, _ „„ 3 
he The Gentleman of the Horſe, that was a merry 
els Fellow, ſaid, What will Senior Cenudo lay with me, 
ind that if he goes this Evening to ſee her, in that Pomp 
hs BY and State which he now goes in, and makes her believe 
he i that all theſe Riches came with the Fleet ſent by his Fa- 
Te- if ther (a thing eaſie to b believed, ſince they knew that I 
rd, had a Father in the Indies, and in no ordinary Imploy- 
ted BY ment) that ſhe becomes not plyable, flatters him, and 
 Mhumbly correſponds with his Deſires. I ſhould be 
aſhamed, anſwered I, to lay Wagers on Impoſlibilities : 
But let us go now and make Tryal, with all my Heart, 
if you pleaſe. We went then, and ſendirg in a Page 
before to tell them that I was there, the Joy of RAP 
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peeped at a low Grate Window, and ſaw me, but did | 


not yet know me, till I begg'd leave to kiſs her Hands, 
ſhe knew the Voice, came forth ſurpriſed, and by the 
Page informed her ſelf of the Novelty ; he that was al- 
ready charmed in the Lye, painted me very rich, and 
my Father Preſident of the Canaries or ſome ſuch 
thing. Out comes the Mother and Daughter to re- 


ceive us, we enter with a World of Compliments : they IK 


were aſtoniſhed at the Greatneſs, not knowing if they 
ſhould ſtile me Lordſhip or Worſhip : Atlaſt my Damſel 
determined to call me Thou, with much tenderneſs and 


endearments; we were ſeated firſt in high Chairs, but ſhe 


bad me fit down upon a Cuſhion by her fide, becauſe ſhe 
would ſee me nearer: Then took me by the Hands, and 
praiſed the Diamonds, I aſſiſted my ſelf by my Folly, 
not to give her them, by not ſaying they were at her 
Service; foralthough it is a Fault for a Man to fall into. 
the Opinion of being a Fool, it is much greater to fall 


into that of being covetous, and ſo I had the Fortune to 


eſcape the latter, by falling into the former. She chear- 
fully and ſmilingly took my Hand into hers, not to tell 
s my good Fortune, but to think that ſhe had it very 
Ever and anon the Gentleman of the Horſe, (whom I 
then called Couſin) looked upon me, and at every look, 


fetched freſh Bluſhes into my Cheeks, to ſee how glad he 


was to have made that Tryal. I asked for Water, they 
brought me ſome, as alſo great variety of ſweet Meats, } 
all ſowre to me: So much Miſtreſs was Shame over me, 
that it ſuffered me not to reach what ſhe brought me in 
Baggage thought I did out of my 


her Hands, which the 
dulneſs and folly. 


We then take our Leaves, having been well treat: ; 


ed, ſhe deſired me very earneſtly, that I would ſee 
her again that Night, that I would not make my 
ſelf a Stranger there, nor with my new Fortune 


forget the Love which I owed her; with theſe 


and ſuch like Follies ſhe accompanied us to the 
Door (a new Courteſie in Ladies) and the Mother made 
great Offers to my Couſin, of I cannot tell: what, and 
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told him (whilſt we were talking by our ſelves) of the 


Dowry of her Daughter, of her Quality, and other 
things which ſavour'd of Matrimony. 


| My Cozen, when we ſaw our ſelves alone, had no | 
Mercy on me with his ſcoffing Reproaches, and I was 
fo much aſhamed and aſtoniſhed to ſee that all were a- 


like, that I yielded up my Love, as he who knew, that 
neither the firſt Diſdain had been made to me, but to 


my Poverty; nor the laſt Favour obtained in Honour o 


my Perſon, but of my Fortune; ſo fooliſh had I been 
in her Love, that I eſteemed her Contempts as the Credit 


= of her Value, and uſed to fay within my ſelf; This 1 ia 


that which ought to be eſteemed; This is Glory. 


But I ſerved my ſelf ot their Courteſie, and viſited 


them ſometimes by Night, very fine with my coloured 
Cloak, and Hat like a Spark, and my gilded Sword ; 


all which belonged to the Gentleman of the Horſe, who 


was much pleaſed to ſee me begin to plot my Revenge. 
A great while it was that 1 enjoyed all that which 


the ſtri& Religion of Virginity permits; many excellent 


Treats, and ſome Favours of Value. Obſerve but the 
Madneſs of Women, who (only for having an 3 
thax I was rich, though I had never given 


thing, but rather reeeived many from them) | cn 


me ſo highly, that they knew not what to make of me. 
Buy this time the cunning Gypley ſuſpected that I muſt 
needs beup to the Ears in Love with her : For they 


could not imagine that a Man, ſo much a Fool as I, 


could lye or diſſemble with ſo much Confidence. - _ 
Now, although I underſtood that ſhe bare me ſome 
Love, yet would I not make any Return: Becauſe I 


| knew that Feaſt was not made really to me, but to the 
falſe Riches, which they imagined came to me from the 


Indies: And therefore I remitted the Gratitude to them. 
I then grew very formally angry, and ſaid within my» 
ſelf How is it poſſible that theſe kind of Women can 


be ſo fooliſh, as to love what is not, nor cannot be; and 


deſpiſe that which hath Being and Value? That thus, 
can love in me what [ have not, and deſpiſe what I 
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aſide Shame, in regard it is the Opinion of wiſe Men, 
that it is an ill Companion for the Paſſages of Love; and 
ſpoke to her now as a Maſter, never mentioning thoſe 
heretical Love-Toys which I was accuſtomed to do, 
when I was more a Fool; I remembred me, that ſhe 
was a Woman of Fleſh and Bone, becauſe I beheld her 
near; and at the ſame Inſtant that I, being incenſed a+ 
gainſt her, did contemn her, ſhe made her ſelf contemp- 
tible; and at the ſame Inſtant that I accounted her a 
Fool, ſhe fooled her ſelf. 

J learned then, how important it is for a Man to be 
a Fool, to enjoy his Love; for whilſt I was Diſcreet, 
whilſt I knew how to obſerve the Reſpe& which all un- 
derſtanding Men. ſhould obſerve to Love, I contented 
my ſelf with Wind and Smoak, and yet got the Opini- 
on of being a mad man: But after I became a Fool in 

ſtrictneſs, and Diſcreet according to the Opinion of the | 
- World, I obtained what I would, being called and in- 
treated to it, like a Witneſs to alt Wil 
Without doubt we are in the Fault, the Pride of Wo- 
men, our Efteem gives them Eſtimation, our Reſpect 
makes them look for it: For as all are highly credulous, 
and chiefly in Flatteries, give us Belief, thinking, for 
certainty, that they are what we paint them, and merit 
the Reverence and Honour which we pay them; ſo they 
eſteem themſelves, for that which we eſteem them: 
What greater Evidence of their Credulity, than that fo | 


[oon as they have made an End of putting on a new | 


Face, when, ſeeing their own Handy- work in the Look- 
ing glaſs, they believe that that white and red Colour is 
their own, and brought with them out of their Mother's 
Belly? We may be confident that they believe it, for if 
they did not, they would not make ſuch Eſtimation of | 
themſelves as they do. The beſt Way is to deſpiſe 
them, for he that moſt reſpects and adores them, bears 
Arms againſt himſelf : There want not ſome, who lays 
that that which made NVarciſſus mad, and deſperate, 
was not his Beauty, but the Flattery of a Nymph : 

What greater Advantage of 'thy Beauty, than to ſee thy 
g _ ſolicited for it, with ſo many Endearments? The 
SINE 


2 9 W IE SI YO — R n * F x LEY . 
4 FEES 1 * 9 9 2 N * * a 3 8; \ 7 T 
5% Lee R n | * 
WY * * 
* 


"Vie ene Poul. 51 


Fountain could not ſay ſo much to Lim it rather told 
him that it was a fading Flower, and eaſily ſubje& ta 
Miſcarriages. 

I found many, Nights afterwards, other Viſits of ſe- 
veral Gallants with her, but paſſed by all without being 
jealous, a thing that gave me Letters of Favour, that 
ſhe ſhould wiſh me for her Husband'; nay Avarice too a- 
© vailed me for this; for liſtening once, I heard her Mo- 
ther praiſe me, ſaying : This Man, my Daughter, is 
for our Turns; This is one that knows how to keep his 
Eſtate, and not ſpend it amongſt leud Women, ſince 
loving thee ſo dearly, he hath never ſhown any Sign of 
Prodigality : Well fare the Mother that bare him, for 
he pleaſes me, and not theſe Sweet-meat Gallants, who 
with two Farthing worth of Scholarſhip, four Comple- 
ments, eight Courteſies, and fixteen Flatteries, all learnt 
e as the Knowledge of a Parrot, by having heard others 
Lay them, without knowing themſelves what they fay, 


would have us believe that they are very Eagles, and 


chen juffer their Feathers to be pulled like Pigeons, 
7 $ & having come ſo oſten near the Fire, by this time 
, grew a little heated, and began to treat of Marriage, 
xx ſhe thinking that in that Word,was brought to all the 
it Iidies: In exchange of it gave me many Corals, Pearls, 
Chriſtals, Silver and Gold, and yet it ſeemed to her, 
that ſhe came ſhort: Love did then utterly forſake me, 
ſo great a Number of toying Fooleries glutted me, ſo 
much ſweetneſs relaxed me, another would have eaten 
his Fingers after it; but the Palats of Men are almoſt 
as different as their Countenances. | 


My Maſter, intending togo out to the * Prado, one Sun- 
day with more State than uſual, becauſe his Majelty that 


of PDay was come down to the Duke's Garden, would needs 
7 have all the Servants of the Houſe to wait upon him, 
rs well my N as his own 3 went amongh them, 


A. pleaſant Walk on one Side of Madrid e the Gallants 
refort;every Evening in Summer time, to take the Air. It is a- 
dorned with many curious Fountains, and rowsof high Trees, and 
s watered at 3 or 4 a Clock in the Afternoons by Faru at the 
wake of the Town. 

| | F 7 and 
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and coming to the Covent of the ch We 'T 
Jaw two Women veiled with weaved Smoak, and Clouds 
of Sill, ſo thin were their Mantles and Head Coverings ; ; 
they looked upon me earneſtly, and I accounting my 
ſelf happy in Paſſages of Love, began to think that they 
were taken with ſomething in me; whereat I being in 
finitely glad, walked flately, and let my Maſter's Coach 
paſs forward, and the ill Company of the Pages, endea- 
votiring not to appear one of them; but it was impoſlible, 
becauſe I carried the Brand which clave to my whole 


Body in the Livery. The Devil invented this Faſhion, . 


I had rather have carried a Penitential Coller, for that 
might be concealed under the Ruffs which they uſe now. 
a days, but a Livery that on all Sides of it makes Pro- 
\clamation that it is anothers there is nothing can con- 
ceal it. | 


I drew nearer 1 looking very pleaſantly, and 


ſaid to them: The Prize is yours, my Ladies, ſheath 
your Arrows, for on him that yields up himſelf ſo ſoon 
they are but loſt; and fo was running on with much 
Courtſhip, not fit for modeſt and vertuous Women, but 
ſuch as is uſed to thoſe that are looſe and wanton, they 
held their peace, and looked upon me, one of them 
Whiſpering to the other now and then, and ſighing : 
»Tis done, as I live, thought I, the Wench fighs for me, 
and ſhall they hereafter find fault with Plays, which in- 
troduce a Lady that falls in Love with a handſome Gen- 
man newly arriv'd, at the firſt ſight, ſince I a poor Page, 
and in a Livery, it being now, at leaſt, four Years ſince 
I have trotted up and down the Streets of Madrid, and 
this Woman ſtands ſighing for me, me- thought that 
Shame detained them; I therefore began to tempt her 
with Roguery, ſhowing that excellent Faculty I had in 
it, as Knowing already by Experience, that that looking 
another way ſteers mos forward 'in theſe Adven- 
tures. 

Still the veiled Ladies held their Tongues, with which 
they enamoured me not a little; for Love is the Son of 
Admiration, and there is none greater than to ſee two 
Women filent fo ans. time; at laſt the moſt Brizk- and 
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Airy of them, putting out a Hand from under her Veil, 


which might have affronted the Snow for whiteneſs, made ' 


me a Sign with it, that I ſhould follow them, and took 
their Way towards the moſt unfrequented Part 'of the 
upper Prado. I followed them more joyfal then Me- 
; dora when he triumphed over the fair Angelica. curſing 
7 my Deſtiny that ſince it had made me fo fortunate in my 
SO it had not given me wherewithal to be 6. pag 
„ | 
Being now come to the privateſt Place of thoſe Grover F 
- they making a Stand, I drew near to her with the talk- 
t ing Hands that gave me a Sign, and came almoſt to join 
my Face to hers, but at the Inſtant ſhe catching me faſt 
* hoid with one Hand by my Ear, began with the other 
1 molt furiouſly to maul me, giving me many Cuffs and 
” Buffets, whilſt her Companion armed with the two 
d Woods of her“ Chappires, which ſhe had taken. from 
h her Feet, ſhower'd ſuch a Storm of Blows about my 
n Ears, and whole Body, as left me half dead: In the 
h Skirmiſh, ſhe that had laid on with the greateſt eagernels, 
at diſcovered her Face, ſo that I knew her to be the liberal 


y PDamſel, who, ſinding the Impoſture of my Pagick In- 
m 


dies, took that deſperate Courſe, and perceiving now 


and with them gave me many Wounds in my Honour 
I would have ſatisfied them, but it was impoſiible ; for 
they railed ſo vlolently, that by any Means they would: 
not ſuffer. me to utter a Word, I fell on my Knees, told 
them many Stories, made my Pretence of the Errors of 
Love, and that Love equals all, and other Follies of 
this Kind : But neither did Conceits profit me, nor Hu- 


went away wearied, but not ſatisfied ; chrestning me, 
that the Morſel ſhould coſt me my Life. 


Chappins, and now began to grow out of Conceit withs 


a the Place too, finding that the beſt which it aftorded was 
of ſtark nought. 


two * Kind of wooden Pa ttens, or Clogs which the Women uſe 


and 9. Wear, | 


Airy „ T1 J. 


that ſhe was known, they unſheathed their Tongues, 


milities, for returning to maul me afreſh, at laſt, they: 


I unwound the Wheel of my Love, after ſeeing a 
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64 The Fortunate Fool, 
It happened a few Days after this, that my Maſter 
making one of thoſe Journeys from Home, which he 
was wont to do, the * Duzzo or Governeſs called me 
aſide, and gave a Paper for my Miſtreſſes Gallant, 
charging me, that I ſhould be watchfal that Night, be- 
_ cauſe the Earl was to come to fee her, and that I ſhould 
open him the Door. I promiſed to do it, carried the 
Paper. and received for a Reward a Chain of Gold, 
with which the Earl put me into new Fetters. Now 
though I was naturally. free, ill conditioned, and one 
that could not brook the ſeeing things that were inde- 
cent; yet this mettal, which by being Son of the Sun, 
ſeeming to have its Empire from its Father, did wreſt 
my Diſpoſition, and ſubjected me as a Slave. 
Night came, and my Folly drew me out of this Dan- 
ger, which, without doubt, was great: The Folly was, 
I bad a Mind to ſhew my Miſtreſs that I knew the 
Sreights in which her Honour paſſed, thinking by this 
Means I ſhould gain her Favour, and that ſhe would 
eſteem me and treat me better, knowing that the Life of 
her Reputation wasin my Tongue. Surely though the 
Pleaſures of Love ſhould have no other ſharpneſs more 
than this, of being ſubject to a malicious Page, and de- 
ceitful Governeſs, it would be Occaſion enough to make 
us forſake them, without giving them any Farewel. 

I came with much Eloquence, and told her the Joy 
in which the Earl remained to ſee himſelf ſo near the 
Port of his Hope. This was News to her, nor could 
the underſtand me till after ſhe had made a ſtrict Enquiry 
of me, who it was that had given me the Paper, ſhe fell 
. Into Account that it was the Impoſture of the Duena, who 

had bargain'd to ſell her that Night, being greedy of the 
Gifts, which with an Amorous, that is to fay, liberal Hand, 
the Earl had given her. She asked me if I had for: 
merly carried other Notes or Meſſages, I told her infi- 
Nite, and that the Duexe had given me them all; 


. They are for the moſt Part antient Widows though ſometimes 


Wives, and wear a particular Habit, Of theſe the Spaniſp Ladies 
Keep, ſome two, ſome four or fix, according to their Qualities. 
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whereat the made a thouſand -Croſles, being extreamly- 

troubled, and ſaid, So, ſo, you are he that ceunterfeited 

the Fool, and ſhe the ſame that pretended Sanity ;; You 

have brought me to a ſine Paſs; but, upon my Faith, 1 
have a Husband that will know how to chaſtiſe you. 
Much a · do ſhe had to utter theſe Words, in ſuch manner 

had Anger poſſeſſed her Breaſt ; wherefore retiring to her 

Bed-chamber, ſhe left me there in great Contufion with. 

the Payment that ſuch bad Services deſerved. - 

I was aſtoniſhed at the Trick that the Duena had put 
upon me, for a Duena was only able to fool a Man ſo. 
This Creature, full of vain Oſtentation, proves unſaith - 
ful always, with whatſoever cames to Hand: From that 
time, I began to abhor thoſe kind of Women; there 
are no People ſo Deceitful, nor of ſuch vile Thouglits. 
And nothing angers me fo much as that they ſhould: be 
ſo ill, under the Dreſs and Cloak of Devotion. They - 
think not of any other Thing, than how they may ſell; 
the young Danghter which the Mother hath committed 
to their Governance: Or the new married Wife, Which 
the Husband has entruſted them with: Tis needful to 
have a watchful Eye over them, for they are very cloſe 


| Bawds, not like that“ Celeſtina, who by the Rents of 


her Veil diſcovered her Office: Who the Devil invented 
that Dreſs for them, ſince they are not all Widows 2: 
Their Deceit invented it; and to deceive us they put 
it On. 

How brittle is the Honour of Women, that neither 
ſufficeth it to be well born, neither ſufficeth the ſplen- 
dour of their Breeding, nor the Ornament of a noble 
Husband : All is broken in the Hands of a cavetous 
Duena; who thinking that all are as ill as ſhe was 
when ſhe could be o: T hey imagine that they do them 
a Kindneſs. when they are injuring chem, and promiſe 
in their Name filthy Follies. 

J revenged my felf of the Dana much to my Satis- 
faRtion ; For it being now - late, and ſhe gone to Bed be- 


RE u- Baud Eoglihet, and many times bound up Ke 
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times, thinking to riſe at two of the Clock in the 
Night which was the appointed Hour for the Meeting: 
J put on a Farrenden Cloak, came into her Chamber, 
and to her Bed-fide, where ſhe lay alone, ruſling my 
Silks, and ſpeaking with a hoarſe Voice, I counterfei- 


ted the Perſon of the Earl, took my buckled Girdle, 


and with ſevere Words and Hands, chaſtiſed her, much 
to my Content, pretending to be injured ; That an Earl 
as I, ſhould be affronted in that manner, her Miſtreſs be- 
ing ſo Chaſte and ſo Holy. e 1 


- 


I then went down to the Street-door, with intent to 
ſend back the Earl, but found they had taken away the 


Key, by the Command of my Miſtreſs, who, not truſt- 
ing to my Simplicity, nor to the Sanctity of the Dae. 
na, would keep it that Night with her ſelf, and had al- 
ſo locked many other Doors that were betwixt that, and 
her own Chamber. „„ 8 

J went to Bed, ſeeing the Buſineſs was well remedied, 
but ſlept not all Night long, for Anger, and Vexation at 
the Accident, and to conſider how uncertain the Judg- 
ments of Men are, and how little Credit can be given, 
even to ones own Eyes, although they are the moſt 


faithful Senſe: I had ſeen that ſhe had received his 


Preſents, and his Treats, but my Miſtreſs knew not that 
they were his ; for ſhe had thought, that they had been 
the Entertainments of a Lady her Friend, by whoſe 
Hand they came. So unhappy is Beauty, that even 
Friendſhip it ſelf practiſeth Treaſon with it. Let not 
the unhandſome complain of being little fortunate ; but 
let them believe me, that Beauty brings with it many 
Cares; and pays a few falſe Flatteries, with many true 


. The next Morning I aroſe with the Day, fearful of 
what might befal me, went to the: Earl, and found that 
he 'was going to Bed, complaining'of his Head, T, coun- 
terſeiting a Trouble, beſought him that we might be left 


alone, and ſaid to him, Tis well that your Lordſhip 


mocks with ſo much Deſpight ſuch - principal Wo- 


men. Sir, I come to acquaint you from my Miſtreſs, 


that you have Entrance granted you into her Home,” as 
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well as into her Breaſt, and yet you come not at the 
appointed Hour: Your Lordſhip ſhould have left Play 
for one Night, with a Miſchief, how much mind ſoever 
you might have had to it, you ſhould not have dealt ſo 
diſcourteouſly with one that ſo much Eſteemed you in 
a Caſe that may go near to coſt her her Life. By“ the 
Habit I wear, replied the Earl, I have ſtaid there like 
a Stone of the Porch of her Houſe, fince two a Clock 
in the Night: Then ſaid I, your Lordſhip hath ill for- 
tune, for I ſtaid waiting for you at the Door a little be- 
fore that Hour; and hearing a Horſe ſtop, thinking it 
had been your Lordſhip, I opened the Door, and ſaid, 

Is jt the Earl? Your Lordſhip may come in, for my 
Miſtreſs expects you with Deſire enough. _ 

Scarce had I ſaid this, when the Gentleman alighting 


1d (who was my, Maſter) took me by the Arm, and thruſt | . | 
me into the Houſe, commanding a Servant that came 


d. with him to lock the Door, then put me into his own 
at Chamber, where, after he had given me many Scour- 
2- Il ges, he preſſed me that I ſhould tell him who the Earl 
n, that I expected was. I told him a feigned Name, and 
oſt that it was not any Plot of my Miſtreſſes, but my own, 
11s and the Duenas, who by the Gifts with which he had 
at WW corrupted our Loyalties, had promiſed him the Door 
en that Night; with this he left me, conjuring me that I 
dſe Wl ſhould keep it ſecret, and went to chaſtiſe the Duena, 
en I and know from her the Reſt. Your Lordſhip therefore 
runs a great Hazard, ifſhe diſcovers it, as I-fear ſhe will. 
Thou ſay'ſt true, ſaid the Earl, for ſhe is a Woman, 
J have ill truſted my Buſineſs; And have undone my 
ſelf, for the Husband being an Arrogonian and Noble, 
will ſearch me out to kill me, as he hath Reaſon on his 
Side, which is a.great Advantage : I will therefore ab- 
ſent my ſelf. So he did within a few Days, under Pre- 
tence of ſeeing his Towns, and left me accommodated 
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with : a Brother of his, oat was to go to * Salamanca V Ve-. 
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68 The Foriunaie Fool. 
ry ſuddenly, with whom I went a Page, and ook the 
Way of Diſcretion by meer Folly. _ 
You ſee here, that my being a Fool was not only 
profitable to me, but alſo the feigning my ſelf to be one, 
for only my feigning that I had done ſo great a Folly, as 
going out to receive another which came on Horſeback, 
thinking it was the Earl; (as if Gallants and thoſe ſo 
wary as he was, would have gone [the Rounds a Horſe- 
back) availed me, and I gained a new Maſter, which 


was to my great Advantage. 
_ He was the ſecond in the Earl's Family, and had E 


bout ſixteen thouſand Ductats of Eccleſiaſtical Revenue 


coming in Yearly, yet had more Folly than Rent. 
Would you now have me ſtop here, to exclaim with ill 
Language againſt Fortune, and tell her, ſhe is mad, 
fince ſhe ſo much diſdained ſuch a Wit as the Doctor 
Cenudo's, that ſhe made him Servant to a Fool, and 
likewiſe, gave him the Eſtimation of a Fool? (for here- 
in alſo the blind Waman ſhews her Malice) and to the 
other Coxcomb, a meer dull Blockhead, ſhe gave ſix- 
teen thouſand Dackats of Beneſfices, as clear and ſimple 


as he, and it may be too, a better Opinion of being 


wile, than to me. For as Flattery is the Harbinger of 
dame, he had Money wherewith to oblige her, and to 
| hold her ready at his Beck, and never ſpoke a Folly, 
which was not applauded for a high Conceit. 

O Riches! Who would think that ye ſhould. have 
Value (being ſo uncertain) to buy immortal Glories ? 
Such as thoſe which good Opinion leaves bound up in 
famous Monuments : Now 1 ſay, that they have reaſon 


who adore you, that they are of a generous and ſplendid 


i Nature, who deliver up themſelves in your Confidence, 
ſinee in it, they enjoy ſo high Ambitions. My Friend, 
if you that have been bred up amongſt the Vulgar, have 
underſtood that there is ſuch a th ing as Fortune, com- 
plain of her at your Pleaſure, either call her Deſtiny, 
or Influence of the Stars, or what you will; but I, who 


1 that all this Celeſtial Harmony hath its Poles. in 
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the Providence of God, have already fallen Into Ac- 


count, that whatſoever ſhall be diſtributed amongſt us of 
Goods or Ills, cannot but be with a very great deal of 
Reaſon and Juſtice ; and if you do not penetrate the 
Manner, blame your own Underſtanding, or do not 
blame that, but your Pride, which would call Heaven to 
Examination. If-a blind Man ſhould murmur againſt 


the Darkneſs of the Sun, would you not ſay that the 


Fault was in his Eyes? Then why will you not ſay the 
ſame to him, who accuſeth the NegleQs of Providence, 
in the Sun of Juſtice? But becauſe you do not perceive 
that the Fault is in yourſelves. 

you not think that the Fool, my Maſter, who was 
nd ſo, had moſt need of thoſe Rr thouſand Dack- 
ats? Becauſe it was of Force, according to the Order of 
the Heavens; ſince if he ſhould not have had them, he 
had ſuffered two moſt grievous Detriments, which would 
have argued Injuſtice: One in being born naked, of 
the chiefeſt Goods, which are thofe of the Wit: The 
ether in that with this Want, he remained alſo without 
the Succour, that ſhould help human Neceſſities: The 
Providence then was, that in Regard the moſt excellent | 
Goods were not given him, thoſe fhould be given him 
which all call Goods; and fince Wit was not given him, 
whereby to ſuccour himſelf, Wealth ſhould be given 
him, with which he ſhould be ſuccoured : But I, who 
thanks be to God, was born with an unbiaſed and free 
Reaſon, if ill Tongues had not injured me, what great- 
er Goods? I that could avail my ſelf with it, and be- 
ing imployed in Offices, or other Exerciſes, could gain 


what my Nature had need of; why ſhould I complain, 


that I was not born rich and powerful? Complain you 


that are a Fool; yet take heed how you complain; for 


other Complaints oblige, but theſe diſpleaſe: I am poor, 
and have the Opinion of a Fool; but had I the Reputa- 
tion of a wiſe Man, I ſhould not be poor. Do you 
therefore undertake for me, and aſſure me, that when I 
take Pen in Hand, I ſhall know what I fay with Dif 
cretion, I ſhall account my ſelf for very happy; and 
| — vou 
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you may go Whither you will with your Opinion and 
vain Riches, for you have need enough of them 

The Earl had much credited my Modeſty, my Wa- 
rineſs, and Secrecy, a Thing that made me my Bed for 
my Eaſe, in Confidence of which, my Maſter employed 


me only in Matters of his Pleaſure: He had alſo com- 


mended to him my Simplicity, and I belied it not with 
my Frown; therefore the firſt Frolick which he did in 
coming to Salamanca, was to make Sport with my 
Mildneſs, and Goodneſs (as he called it) to his Friends, 
to which he added, that I had now and then certain 
pleaſant Conceits, which gilded over my Humour. They 
determined then to ſhew what they knew, by diſcove- 
ring what I was ignorant of; but I difcover'd what they 
were ignorant of, by ſhowing what I Knew. 
There were together about a Dozen of the Servants of 
thoſe Gentlemen, my Maſter's Friends, that were mak- 
ing merry with him one Night, who wearing their 
Fringes, Caps and Hoods, like a Functo of Doktors, 
after the Salva given with Trumpets and Kettle Drums, 
ſent a Meſſage to my Maſter (I being preſent) wherein 
they told him, that in that Univerſity there was an 


approved Cuſtom for a long Time, that they. ſhould= 


make, a private Trial of the Wit and Ability of every 
one that ſhould come to learn any Faculty ; becauſe for- 
mer Ages, for not having done it, had fallen into many 
Errors: That they diſpenſed with. his Worſhip, in re- 
ſpect of his good Opinion, which had already appeared 
in his Favour ; but that Pedro Cenudo, his Servant, was 
ſuſpected in his Ability, and therefore that he would 
give leave he might come to an Examination; my 
Maſter anſwered he ſhould come with all his Heart; 
and thanking much the Doctors that they would ho- 
nour his Lodging, he received them in-a ſpacious Room. 
wherein all Things were well prepared for the Cere-. 
on Loo a Cf : „ es 

The Doctors ſat down in their Order, as ſhewing that 
one had Regard to the Antiquity of the other; and af- 
ter one of them had propounded with EINE Inns 
b - ſons, 
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ons, the fame Which they had ſaid in their Meſſage 
there came two Mace: bearers ſor me, Who ſet me in the 
middle of the Hall upon a little Form, with a lighted 
Torch on both ons of TOY "Op GON might be Witneſſes | 
of my Shame. 
Each Doctor d me various Queens; ; "the and 
their Anſwers I have written in this Paper; which to 
convince-the Authority of the Doctors, and ſtrengthen 
the Weakneſſes ot my Opinion, I ſtraight took care to 
write, putting them Dialogue-wiſe, for Shortneſs, with 
theſe two VLettets, M which ſtands for Maſter, and F 
for Fool ; do you read it ho have the beſt Eye-ſight, 


and you will ſee how little we may truſt to Doctors, or 


how little diſtruſt Fools; ſince they hold theſe Senten 
ces for - DN win hvac ae 10 * pr 2 80 read | 
thus, T | 
, The rer, Bene, ( N 
SHR 258 2:14: 

| M. Which ; 15 35 maſt Uh al ſereet Folly? FR + his : 
Which” i 15 the 'moſt entertaining Folly ah: Play.” 11. 
Which is ibe "moſt excuſable Folie F. Ambition. 
M. Hoxv may a Fool ceaſe being ſo? F. By knowing 


"that he is ſo. M. How hall he know that he is Jo ? 


F. By diſcourſing with wiſe Men. M. What hath @ 
Man need of to become wiſe? F. To be Modeſt and 

docible. M. Why are there ſo many Fools in the Warld'? 
F. Becauſe no body'thinks himſelf one. M. To" what 
Ccience are you inclined? F. To all. M. And are 
you able to learn all? F. Do you know how to teach 
me them all? M. All are taught in this Univerſity. 

F. Tf then all are taught, why may not all be learn'd ? 
M. The Life of Man is too ſhort for fo large an Under- 
taking.” F. Is there more to be done than to lengthen _ , 
it? M/ How can it be lengthened : 2 F. By unloofing 
the Knots which reſtrain it. M. What Knors reſtrain 
# ? F. The Pleaſures of Love, the Bewitchings'of 
Play, the Follies of Ambition, and the Madneſs of Co- 
vetuouſneſs; Theſe are the Knots by which the Life, 
* of ic ſelf i is long, appears Mort. M. Never or ve. 
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ey. ſellom is a Wit capable of more than one Stiente, and 
bi the Univerfity-hath ordained that <we ſbould malle 
Trial of the Capacity of every one, by \Queſtions of all 
Sciences, and then teach him that wherein he ſhall anſwer 
evith moſt Felicity. F. This is a Madneſs, and not worthy 
fo. much Fringe and Cap: For if I ſhould. hit well upon a 
eee need would there be that you ſhoud teach 
it me? Teach me that which I ſhall e leaſt. 
M. Although you ſhould hawe. @ Wit 'inclinabls 10 one 
Faculty, and fo inclinable, that without hawing udiad it 


6 Saudi only by your nataral Ingenuity ) you were able to 
arnfever to any. Queſtion, yet is it of great Confideration to 
ftudy it in this Univerſity, and to crawn yourſelf with iti 
Lawrel; and in ke manner, is it of great Confideration 
or you, that although you fhould know more Philoſophy 
than Ariſtotle, by having learn'd it in Books and Soli - 
tudes ; for it will not ſeem that you know a Word, un- 
leſs you take your Degree. of Maſter or Doetor. F. lhave 
little Faith in Fringes, ſince I have ſeen Carriers 
Mules wich infinite of them; or in Caps, becauſe I have 
ſeen many Mad men wear aps: But in Regard we muſt 
follow the Humour of the World, chere's nothing but 
Patience. I am contented to be examined: Let's hear 
your Queſtions. _ 
M. Vill yon learn the Cases 1K I would: oladly be 
8 Lawyer, if there was nothing to be learn a. M. 1 
underftand you not. F. The Law is nothing elſe; but 
Reaſon, which guides us to follow what is juſt; and 
this lives in Minds not only learned, but alſo ruſtiek, 
for they guide themſelves likewiſe with Reaſon, unleſs 
ſome Paflion or Affection hinder them; ; but the Incon- 
veniency which I find in this Faculty is; that there is 
too much written in it, and too much to be learn'd ; 
for, from hence ariſeth the Obſcurity, and Clouds of 
Reaſon and Juſtice. When I ſee a poor Plowman go to 
adviſe with a Lawyer, and that by the Way relating 
the Caſe, without underſtanding. what he does,” . 
Known to him his Juſtice and the Reaſons which 
him Breath; 1 perceive that the Office of ſuch, a Law: 
yer is agg more than to authorize the . Kath 
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other, with his worſhipful Title of Licenciate, or Doc- 
tor ſuch a one. Then who can endure to ſee, that the 
Profeſſors of this Faculty ſhould be ſo little eſteemed, 
that if they ſay tis naw Night, they are not credited 
| unleſs they alledge twenty Texts, and Bartolus and Bal. 
dus, with a thouſand other Writers. M. The Office of 
a Judge whether they alſo go, by this Faculty, runs not 
thoſe Hazards. F. Why not? I ſeeevery Day that 
what one Sentences another contradifts : Why is this ? 
'Tis either Paſſion or Ignorance. [ care not then for 
an Employment at ſuch Extreams. + 
M. Would you be a Phyſician ? F. Tam no ſuch great 
| Friend of feeling the Wenches Pulſes, and handling 
them; yet I could be one with a good Will, was it not 
for caſting their Waters and asking how many Stools they 
have had, which agrees not at all with my Stomach. 


Philoſopher. F. There is no Science that fits my Nature 
like this, but to learn it I would not come to + Sala- 
manca, neither would I go to Alcala: Becauſe I ſee 
that all the ancient Philoſophers go contradicting one the 
other, as they ſucceed in their ſeveral Ages; and that at 
this Day, you reprove Ariſtotle, and perchance you 
have Reaſon for it: Neither can I abide that you 
e ſhould found all natural Cauſes in Heat and Moiſture ; 
7 I and that although you find no Creep-hole for many Dif- 
ut WI ficulties, you ſtand beating your Brains all your Life 
| Time, with ſophiſtical Arguments, only becauſe ſuch a 
Philoſopher ſaid it, Who ſhould he live now, and hear 
your clamorous Diſputes, without Doubt would tell you, 
that he ſaid it not for ſo much adoe: This in my Opt- 
e is a Science which is altogether written in the-C | 
emplation, and there is no Library like a freſh and 
pleaſant Field in an April Morning. | 

4 IM. Methinks the good Man is given to Poefy and Toe 
Learning. F. As for Poetry it is long ſince I have 
known it. M. The Art of Poetry do you know ? 1 have 
ſeen 15 few | in the World that have knownit. F. The! 
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M. According to this, you would anly be a natural 
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Precepts of Poetry are like the Preceptrs of the gs of 
God, which all know but few keep; and ſo it is not 
to be doubted, but that the Art may be known, but not 
eaſily practiſed. 

M. According to this you would paſs your Life Tims 
in reading Philoſophers, Hiftorians, and Rhetoricians? 
F. All theſe ſeem to me weariſome People: For the 
ancient Philoſophers were no other than certain idle 
Fellows, who went up and down from Feaſt to Feaſt, 
and from Tavern to Tavern, with . which they lived 
merrily, and engendered good Blood, and ſometimes at 
un zwa res let fall ſome witty. Sentence, as they, that are 

erry with Wine, utter by Dozens; now having a 
great and venerable Opinion, the ſottiſh Vulgar obſer- 
ved thoſe ſayings as Oracles; ſome Years after ſprang up 
an elegant Man, who. finding thoſe Sayings canonized by 
the eſtimation of the People, poliſheth them and writeth 
them for Poſterity, with the Name of the lazy Cox- 
comb that ſaid them; and as thoſe who came after 
Found them trimmed up, and recommended with the 
Veneration of Antiquity, they gave them Credit, in 
ſuch Sort that any Truth of theſe, although it ſeem but 
like one of thoſe which we call of Perogru/lo the Buftoon, 
hath as much Authority, amongſt the Learned, as 5 i it 
were the Law of a ſacred Council. 

I am a Man, who the Day wherein I clthar get Mo- 
ney or good Hopes from the Wench I court, or hear 
good News, ſpeak more Conceits than all thoſe ancient 

Philoſophers, in more than a thouſand Feaſtings or En- 
tertainments, if it was not, that this of my not havin 
an Opinion, and all the World's being fo full of wiſe 
Men, (each of which would be the praiſed one, with- 
out leaving a Branch of Laurel for another) holds me 
difeſteemed, and particularly the Tatters of this Gown ; 
_— I was born in an Age, wherein good Cloathing is a 
Sign of a good Wit, as if there were not bad Horſe 
well harnaſſed. 15 The other Day I met Aa FIN 
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ſician, a Friend of mine, and asked him when be began 
to clear the World of ſick Folks? He told me that 
he expected Money to buy him a Mule, as if the 1825 7 
had been to feel the Pulſe, or caſt the Water. _ 

Then the Hiſtorians maul and ſlaſh me to Death: 
there are no ſuch unquiet People in the World; theſe are 
all for Wars and more than Wars, like the Madman's 
Dreams, and if at any Time they relate Matters of 
Peace, they paſs as quickly over them as a Cat over 
Fire- Coals: A thouſand Musketeers fhall not draw 
them from the Wars. I account them People of an ill 
Palate, and therefore affect them not; for their pleaſing — 
themſelves ſo much in painting out an Army of cow- 
ardly white-liver'd Fellows: and praiſivg for Greatneſs 
of Courage the Raſhneſs of ſome Barbarian-: Is not 
this the Index of a demonaick Nature? I cannot find 
a peaceable Hiſtorian, an Hiſtorian of State; one that I 
might converſe withal, as with a prudent Man, and not 
theſe Furies, that a Man ſuppoſing he talks with a Per- 
ſon of Judgment, and when he leaſt thinks on it, he 
ſees him armed Cap-a-pe, Hiſtorian of Lucifer? are 
there not Tranſactions in Peace that deſerve everlaſting 
Memory? Does there not Marvels of excellent Vir- 
tues happen? Why doſt thou not relate them? A 
thouſand Times have I fancied, that they on Purpoſe, 
do deſcribe Thunderings and Ratlings of a Battle, on- 


h that they may bring in with it their pompous and 


corpulent Oration. | 

Rhetorick I call not an Art but a meer Trifle ; for to 
perfuade in Speaking, what needs any greater Art than 
fora Man to know what he ſays, and have a good Will 
to ſay it. When I ſee a Merchant felling his Mer- 
chandize, who without knowing RÞezorick, perſuades 
that a long napped Cloth is a ſoft Velvet, and that 
Stockings of Cammel's Hair are 55 Toledo Silk, I curſe. 
Rhetorick to the Devil, and him that oo it is needful 
in the World. 

M. Now of Force we muſt underſtand one another; 
you, it ſeems, come to learn the Mathematical Arts or 
Sciences ? F. God preſerve my Judgment, ſince that 

© 2 . 
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Science that puts its ſelf into Converſation with the Stars, 
certainly favours of Madneis ; for the Stars are far diſ- 
tant from us: And yet ſuppoſe we ſhould calculate a 
Nativity by them, and follow the Tracks of it, it 
muſt needs be a ſad Thing to pry into Fortune, and 
thrice to feel Evils, and to defraud the Joy of good 

Events: Evils are three Times felt; before they come, 
with Fear; when they come, with Grief; and aſter- 
| ny with the Memory. The Joy of good Events 
may be defrauded, becauſe now when they come, the 
Hope 1s ſlackned, and their Value did diminiſh by little 
and little, from the Time that they began to be hoped 
for. 

The other Arts, as Muſick, Geometry, Arithmetick, 
and Co/mography, are not for my cholerick Humour ; 
for in not apprehending them by Halves, I tire out b the 
Patience of him that teaches me. 

M. Theſe Gentlemen have thought good to give you a 
Term of Time, wherein you ſhould deliberate better of the 
Science, wwhich ſhall beft ſuit with your Genius: 
And in the mean while, that this Jour Fool; ifoueſs conti- 
nues, aue condemn you to ſerve, which is the proper Occu- 
pation of Fools. 

Don Felix did greatly admire and applaud the Fool's 
Examination; at which the Doctor, being well pleaſed, 
proſecuted his Theme. All theſe wiſe Sayings they 
held for Follies, meerly becauſe. I anſwered not as they 
ſuppoſed I would have done : So that Folly amongſt 
Men 1s no other Thing than a Contradiction of Opini- 
ons; and him alore we account a Fool who is not of | 
the ſame Opinion as we are. Hence it is that in your 
Judgment there is no wile Man; open your Breaſt and 
behold it well, for I know what I am ſaying, I know 
that you eſteem your own Crotchets for high Conceits, 
and that all thoſe who condemn them, in your Opinion, 
are very Fools; and you are the only one who per- 
ceive not that you are no Angel, having ſo many Things 
of a Man, and 1 may ſay of a Brute too, and that it is 
moſt Grrthin, that 1 know not any 1 for cer- 
185 As 
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As I ſaw that Aſſembly of fo grave Doctors make 
a Laugh at what deſerved Applauſe, I began from that 
Day forward to deſpiſe every Man that was called Doc- 
tor, thinking that all were as fooliſh as thoſe Doctcæs. 
I imagined that Diſcretion and good Wit was not in 
Fringes, becauſe I ſaw alſo that the Water-bearers Aſſes 
were adorned with them : Nay, fo much did I abhor 
the Word Doctor, that being fallen ſick of certain vio- 
lent Rheums, which diſtilling from my Head to my 
Stomach, were ſo offenſive to my Throat, that I was. 
perſuaded it would ſtrangle me; yet would I not do 
what the Doctor ordered me, which was to be forth- 


| with let Bood. *Tis ſufficient, ſaid I, that the Doctors 


take away my Reputation without taking away my Lite, 
Two Days after I was well, and this came by my Folly 
of not caring for the Doctors; for had I obey'd mine, 
I had deſtroyed my ſelf, if it be certain in Phylick, that 


there is nothing worſe or more dangerous in cold Diſtem- 


pers than Bleeding. 


I went not to hear thoſe Readings which that College 
of Fools had enjoyned me, thinking that thoſe very ſame 
were the Maſters, which taught the Faculty of Cannons ; 
and what credited my Suſpicion was, to ſee that without 

Art or Method, they taught a Faculty which had ſo 
much need of it. I deſpiſed them then, and this Folly: 

procured me much Eaſe and Profit: For the Time 
which I ſhould have ſpent at theſe Readings, wherein 
only was treated, of writing the Dreams or Thefts of ſuch 
or ſuch a Maſter, I employed in one Book or an other 
of the Faculty in my own Lodging, where with better 
Stile, more Clearneſs and greater Elegancy, I learn d 
in one Hour, more than I ſhould have done in a Year at 
the Readings of the Doctors. 85 +; 
Who would think that Folly would aſſiſt towards the 


making Men learned? Yet you ſee here what made 


me a Scholar; for I put bys with this, a thouſand 
Troubles of Pretenders who tired Men a whole Day 
with Cringes and Intreaties to hear them one Hour; [ 

avoided the Diſquiets of the Schools they wearied not 
me to ask me my Vote: for when 1 promiſed it but 
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by Halves, they not holding me ingenious enough to 
lye, eaſily gave me Credit: The loud Applauſe of the 
Victors, or their Rolls I was never charged with, it 
ſeemed to them that I was not fit for theſe ; ſo that en- 
Joying great Quietneſs, I held them all for my Friends. 

My Maſter that ſaw me ſo little affected to the 
Schools, gave me an Employment which not only did 
not oblige me to ſee them, but even removed me many 
Leagues from them. He had conquered by Force of 
his Money, a Girl, all Sweetneſs; and being Jealous as 
he had Reaſon, in Regard he was but very hard fa- 
voured. and cold in extremity, he placed me for her 
Guard, ſuppoſing that he who had ſhown ſo flat and dull 
a Wit, would not have prickles to diſturb thoſe Flowers; 
and that which ſpeak in my behalf was the Severity of 
my Countenance, the Gravity of my Walking, and the 
Slowneſs of my Specch. 

-— He kept het n a Houſe accompanied by an 

old Matron, and a young Servant Maid, and 
minding to ſecure her, put me to guard her. 
There he dined, ſupped, and ſſept; and with knowing 
that I was become an Argus over the Girl, the Gallant 
(my Maſter) neglected her, as if he had had her in his 
Pocket. This ſeemed to me an inchanted Palace; for 
without Care of any Thing, at Dinner and Supper 
Times, we found the Tables furniſhed with Variety of 
Dainties, by the Care of my Maſter, who e on 
no other Thing. 

Now do I blame ſach Women as ſhew a 1 
to this Sort of Gallants; theſe Fools, who hav- 
ing no Variety in their Imagination, divert not. 
themſelves with any more excellent Care, they think 
not on any other Thing, for wanting Diſcourſe to find. 
out Faults, they fall in love more ſettledly, and eſteem 
with greater Reſpect: But an underſtanding Man, as 
having his Soul free, flies from this Thought to another, 
and hath his ſeveral Ways of Divertiſement, for he hath, 
Variety, and is not ſeen to ſubje& himſelf to low A- 
mours ; Moreover at one Time or an other he ſpies cht 


Faults ; and as 1 himſelf is elteemed, becauſe he de- 
\ ſerves 
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ferves it, he comes to-deſpiſe with more Liberty what- 


ſoever Fault he notes; ſince compared to his Merits it 


ſeems great to him: Now the Reaſon why we com- 


monly ſee ſuch Coxcombs better beloved than theſe, is, 


that they love in earneſt, they ſolicite in earneſt, and 
adore in earneſt, But that you may not envy their For- 
tune, hear what was my Maſter's. bo 
He had been bred up in State with his Lady Mother, 
quarrelling with the Maids about his Breakfaſt, and other 
Fopperies, more of a young Gentlewoman than a Stu- 
dent: From whence he had learn'd ſuch an abſurd fan- 
taſtical Behaviour, that utterly ' ſpoiled all his Sport: 
He ſpoke to this pretty Girl as if it had been. to one of 
his Aunts, and uſed certain Compliments, which ſeemed 
to have paſſed the craggy Mountains of Somofierra ; yet 
not for want of Love, for of that he had enough, but 
by a natural Conſtraint and Dulnelſs. „„ 
With this the Breaſt of the Lady was become cold as 


Ice, and no Marvel indeed, ſince they are as the Moon 


is with the Sun; for as ſhe receives her Light from that 
golden Gallant, ſo Ladies ſhew the Luſtre of their good 
Likings, by thoſe which they receive from their Lovers. 
To think that they will love thee, be thou never ſo rich, 
if thou art cold, is a Simplicity; Being rich, thou mayeſt 


make the Lady rich, but not loving to thee ; thou 


oughteſt to have that which muſt. be pleaſing to her, if 
thou wouldit that ſhe ſhould be ſo to thee : If thou art 
cold, thou art better for a Surplice than for a Courtier of 
Ladies; Go get thee into a Cell and. turn Fryer ; none 
gives more than he hath ; thou wilt only give her 
Rheumes or Cathars ; thou knoweſt already that they are 
Diſeaſes. of the Breaſt, where the Heart is. This III 
hath good Fortune, that in giving much. Confidence it 
takes away many Favours; for theſe Noblemen think, 
that only by being fo, they abound in all Things, yet 
they are afterwards found to have been miſtaken, and 
come to ſerve but as Stewards to thoſe who are better 
liked. So it happened to my Maſter ;. for notwithſtand- 


ing all his care and ſtudy to court this Maid, and to treet 


ber, I was the happy Poſſeſſor of her Heart; for the 
N | | | Familiarity 
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Familiarity and large Converſe which had paſſed be- 
tween us, had given her to underſtand that I deſerved 
better than my Maſter, by being leſs Fool, and more 
fortunate; ſo that my Maſter ſerved me, and better 
than I could ſerve him. „„ 5 
What Reaſon now have I to complain of ill Fortune, 
if being an impudent Traitor, with a Fool's Reputation, 
I enjoy ſixteen Thouſand Ducats a Year, which I ſpend 
by another's Hand, -in my own Delights? Theſe, and 
other Adventures of no leſs Importance, happened to me 
in Salamanca; but I relate them not all, for not being 
ſo much to the purpoſe, intending only to tell you the 
End of my Courſes, which was as Fooliſh as the Begin- 
ning. : „ 
The Poets ſay, that when Fupiter beautified the 
World with ſuch variety of Enamels, and illuſtrated 
Man with ſo liberal a ſtock of Goods, he was very jea- 
lous to ſee that he made no acknowledgment of this 
Bounty, for he imployed all his Love on thoſe Ggods 
which he enjoyed; inſomuch that he remembreq/ not 
himſelf of the Author of them. Anger then ſuggeſted 
to the God a Remedy for this, and bein rned from 
- thenceforward by the ingratitude, he blended thoſe 
Goods with a certain mixture of Efils, which ſhould 
take from their Eſtimation, ſuppoſipg that with this, 
Men would not Jove.them ſo much, nor forget their 
Creator, but ather as they had need of him, even to 
enjoy theſe very Goods, they ſhould. invoke him at 
every inſtant, and render him the Religion, Reverence 
and Memory, which ſo great a Power meriteth. _ 
He tempered the good of Dignities, with the Watch- 
ings and Cares of adminiſtring them: The felicity of 
Wit, with the Perſecutions of Envy: Merits with Po- 
verty: Riches with Avarice; and fo all the Goods 
which adorn Men: He came to Love, and found that it 
was the greateſt Good which they had, ſince even he 
himſelf, a!though the Father of Goods, always ſeemed 
to confeſs himſelf poor in this, by ſhowing ſo great a 
| Covetouſneſs for it: He thought it neceſſary to 18 
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much Bitterneſs, to allay ſo much ſweetneſs: for he cer- 
tainly knew that they would not remember him, who 


ſaw themſelves bleſt with a Good, whereof he himſelf 
blazoned ſo much, which is, of Hain beloved; and it 
was to be feared, leſt they ſhould call themſelves Gods, 
and rebel againſt Heaven, ſeeing themſelves glorious 


with the greateſt Enſignes of Happineſs : He then mu- 


ſtered up in his Memory all the Evils, and that which 


' ſhewed it ſelf moſt ſevere, and cruel, was the fame 


which had then tyranized in his Breaſt. 

It I, faid Zupiter being a Deity, to whom ſuch a 
Multitude of ſhining Miniſters ſtand ſeaſoning Joys and 
Tranquilities ; if I, who am encompaſſed with a Hea- 
ven of Diane; which Evils cannot penetrate, be 
they never ſo ſharp, ſee my ſelf conquered, and all 
my Glory taken away, by the Jealouſies which I have 
of Man ; what is there to be doubted, but that this is 
the greateſt of Evils, and will be ſufficient to temper 


the greateſt of Goods? He then mixed Love with Jea- 


louſies, wherewith this Good was made bitter. 

I happened to prove the bitterneſs of my Love, when 
moſt flattered with its Felicity, finding my ſelf jealous, 
which is the ſame as ſick to Death; for the fooliſh Girl 
was viſited (and in appearance to her great content) by 
a certain Gentleman of the City, bravely accoutred with 
a Ruff, a Gold Chain, and a Pluſh Cloak, which was 
then all the Mode: Now, though I did not doubt of 
my Merits, yet I feared the Maids inconſtancy, who as 
a Child had her Eyes running after thoſe Baubles, and 
my pleaſing Converſation had already glutted her Sto. 
mach, I then perceived that many good Parts were ill 
beloved, by the ill Election of Women, who, for the 
moſt Part, are not very prudent. I envied the Secular 
Ruff, thinking that every ſet hole in it was a Diſcharge 
of Artillery againſt that Fortreſs, and curſt the reſtraint 
of the Students Habit, laying on it the Blame of my 
Slights; I threatned her many times with my Maſter, 
but ſhe having bought my Liberty with hers, laughed at 
my Threats, concluding that I would keep ſecretwher 


e not to . her publiſhing of mine ; thu : 
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I (perceiving my ſelf jealous) held it for an ill Augury, 

thinking that I ſtood on the Threſnold of Diſcretion, - 

when I remembred what was ſaid by Lope de Vega Car- 

pio, Oracle of the Spaniſb Mules, ane: flouriſhing Qr- 
nament of its glorious Monarchy : 


| The Man a Breaft no jealous Paſſions fovell, 
And yet pretends his Heart's Love's I ; 
Or is a Fool, or elſe he lowes not well, 
Becaufe Diſtruſt is Mother of the Wiſe. 


: According to this, ſaid I, I mould be wile, Snce E 
am jealous, ſurely ſome great Evil muſt befal me, be- 
ing now become wiſe ; and remembred that I had never 
intermitted being a Fool, which had not coſt me ſome 
great trouble, I called to Mind alſo that the time when 
in Madrid, I enjoyed the Favours of the liberal Damſel, 

ly by being a Fool, I had eſcaped from this Penance 
of Love: and was now ſorry to be wiſe, by the Evil 
which I was afraid hung over me: So that if Folly | 
| ſhould have no otherAllurement on its fide, but the being 
a Miſtreſs, and free from Jealouſies, it is a Quality ſuf- 
ficient to make it be eſteemed, and e before the 
higheſt Diſcretion. 
Vou may, perchance, wonder to ſee me ae 
wiſe, and ſometimes fooliſh ; and then in your Malice 

will poſſibly be cenſuring me, for a Diſſembler; and I 
wiſh that it be no worſe. Malicious Friend, if thou 
thinkeſt that the reſt of the wiſe Men, and Fools of the 
; World are not ſo, thou art a Fool: For the wiſeſt Man 
ſometimes is careleſs, makes Intermiſſions in his Diſcre- 

tion, and holds it for a Gallantry to do, or ſay ſome Ex- 
travagancy, either for the ſetting off, or ſtrengthning of 
his Actions; when you ſhall hear fay, ſuch a one hath 
accompliſh'd his Defign well, I hold him for very diſ- 
creet. Think not that that Mani is diſcreet, but that he 
_ happened diſcreetly upon it. The fame in Miſcarriages ; 
Thou art not to ſuppoſe that he is a Fool becauſe he 
-ipt on ſome Folly, but that he went fooliſhly to Work. 

When "OE would Cannonize ſome Saint, they are not 
| content 


paſſed on all ſides : 
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very remarkable ones; why ſhouldeſt thou cannonize any 
Body for diſcreet, becauſe he happened on ſomething 
well, at one time or another? Perchance, he being an 
errand Fool, could do no otherwiſe; perchance, he 
knew 1o little, that in this, he even knew not how to be 

a Fool, and ſuffered himſelf to be carried by hie Fortune, 
without making Pauſe at his blind Election. 

The Auguries accompliſhed their threatnings, for ill 
Auguries are like Natives of the Kingdom of Arragon, 
that will ſooner forget their God than their Anger. It 
coſt me not a few diſquiets, for I ſaw my ſelf encom- 

55 that would I paſs on forward 


with my rs found a very ſhameful repre- 
henſion, that to me, there is no room for thee ; ano- 


ther hath come in with a Ruff ſo great, and a Pluſh 

Cloak fo large and ſwell'd, that he can ſcarce be con- 
tained there. If I ſhould have given the Reigns to my 
Anger, and repaired my Injury with Vengeance, I 
feared it would be too much to my own Coſt, having 
Reaſon to be ſilent, and ſo muſt be of Force, or dye; and 
yet, I muſt of Force die, if I ſhould be filent. So 
poſſeſſed was I with Anger, and fo reſtrained by Fear, 
that I would have accounted it for a happy Change to 


loſe the paſt Delights, that J might have withdrawn my 


Body from the preſent Torments. 

Love is not for Virtuous Men; very fooliſh or bad 
muſt he be, that muſt be poſſeſſed of it: Although there 
ſhould be no Law of God that ſhould pluck us by the 
Sleeve, at the engaging our ſelves in theſe Wickedneſles, 
yet the Evils which go chained with them, would be 
ſufficient to detain us : The Unhappineſs is, we are un- 
willing. to caſt away from us theſe Pleaſures, though 1 
aſſure-you, that if -we-could but take oft the Cloak from 
them, and find out the unfortunate Ends, which preſently 
threaten us, we would not give them ſo much Credit as 
we do: For it was a Divine Providence, to ſeaſon Sin 
with Repentance, that. when we are moſt flattered with 


its Smiles, and Serenities, we ſhould find out t the Deceit, 
and Bach our Blindneſs. 
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content with one or two Miracles, but with many, and 


he fey Fool. 


"In fine, I determined to leave her, when I a | 


ſhe had left me, and. with the hazzard, not only of my 
Head, but of my Opinion. 1 acquainted. my Maſter 


with what had paſſed, the frequency of the Gallant, and 
his Obſtinacy, and told him ſame of thoſe Jealouſies which 
I had too many of. To which his Opinion was, that this 
Quarrel muſt be had with the Maid; for ſhe not giving 
him Hopes (he concluded for certain) that he would not 
have Ny the Boldneſs, ſo much as to look upon her. I 
commended his diſcreet. Contrivance ; but ſeein g that I 
endangered my Opinion by this way; for ſhe perceiving 
her ſelf diſcovered, would, ſure enough diſcover me; 1 
therefore, not to loſe the Occaſion, replyed, that ſhe in 
no wiſe gave admittance to his Deſires, but that he was 
| ſuch an impudent Fellow, that he took it. With this 
he reſted ſatisfied, and with Determination to fall ſe- 
verely upon this daring Gallant. _ 

Il Will ſee that I had but little Reaſon i in what I faid, 
for I was indeed always of a contrary Opinion; I ever 
knew, that as many as have Hopes, Deſires and Confi- 

dence, do found them on {ome Favour, and that no De- 

fire can be had without Hope. But mark, I beſeech 
you, how important a Thing it is to be a Fool, or to ap- 
pear fo, fince it ſerves even to perſuade to falſe Opinions, 
and to qualify them for true ones. If Plato had ſaid 
it to my Matter, he would have believed that he had 

| deceived him by the Force of his Arguments, and did 

it for Oſtentation of his Wit: But as a Man told it him, 
who, he thought, he had not the Faculty of not telling 

Truth, as if this was not the moſt difficult, he had no 
Suſpicion, neither any Malice at all. 


Now my Maſter was ſome what unſcilfal and time- 


rous in the Buſineſs of Hectoring, therefore had put in 
readineſs all his Servants; ſo out we go ſome fix Men 
of us, like ſo many Lions, guarding his Body: And 
coming to the Street of the Unhappy fair one, we 
ſaw the Gallant, waiting with another (both muffled) at 
the Door of her Houſe : I drew near to know him, and 
being known, without making any Sign to the reſt of 
the Ambuſh, 1 made at him, and at the firſt Bout I 
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gave him a handſome cut over the Pate: For T had twa - 
advantages over him; one was the being injured,--ang-- 
ther the beginning the Fray. The Squadron at that, 
coming up, we ſet upon them couragiouſly on all Sides, 
and having given them many ſore Wounds (for it was 
an eaſy Matter to lay about us in ſuch a Confuſion] we 
left them for dead, and retired to our Lodging. g 
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and afterwards, a Pretendient in the Court ; 
_ an Imployment. 


Y Maſter having the Opinion of a wiſe, wad , 
and ſober Man, the very ſame Perſons who had 
aſſiſted him, murmured at the injuſtice; and although 
they knew that I was the Boreas of that Tempeſt, no 
body blamed me, it ſeeming to them, that I for no Fol- 
ly deſerved a Puniſhment, becauſe 1 complied but with 
my Nature in what I did ; who would not think that it 
was good being a Fool, even not to appear one? Yet 
thus far can this good Fortune extend : I that was the 
principal Fool was not murmured at, only becauſe I was 
a Fool, and my Maſter that was wiſe, he bore the 
brunt with his Wiſdom. We had a ſtrong Debate, and 
various Votes, what was beſt to be done; but mine 
overcame, which was to leave Salamanca ; in regard 
the wounded, or dead, were of the moſt illuſtrious of 
that City, ſo that with whom might be held a good 
Correſpondence, was the main thing next to be thought 
on: And this being agreed upon by us, we took Mules 
the lame Night, and in a few Days (for Fear gave us 
Wings) we arrived at a Village the beſt that was in all 
the Eſtate of the Earl his Brother, who himſelf at that 
time reſided there. Now, although his abſence from 
the Court was not intended for any long time, yet the 
ſpaciouſnels and pleaſantneſs of the Situation, the flattery 
Sa Delights of thoſe green Trees, and the bubling of 
the Fountains, ſo much delighted him, that they made 
his ſtay the longer ; the ſame turned alſo to our OP 
Which was but meer e 
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This good Gentleman had all manner of Recreations: 


as Dogs for Hunting, Books of Entertainment in a great 


and curious Number, excellent Gardens, alſo thick and: 
well ſhaded Groves, and he knew not the Cauſe of our 
Retirement, for that being the End of our Ops: 
taken away all Suſpicion. 


* 


I was, yes, and am now, and ever ſhall be, greatly 


inclined to the Converſation of Women: What a right 
Courſe I took here to make my ſelf a Fool? I liked 
very well the Groves, and the Rivers, but, in my Opi- 
nion, there wanted to them the Soul, which is the Con- 
courſe of this, and the other good Face, that with their 
Sight ſhould gild them, as the Sun does. Therefore I 
preſently grew weary of that Wilderneſs-like Solitude; 


yet remembring me of the Evils which had befallen me, 
for defiring theſe Goods, I fell to Philoſophizing, inſo- 
much that in a few Days, I reduced my ſelf to think 


that the true Felicity was to bind up a Man within him-- 
ſelf, this is by adorning himſelf with Learning, and 
Virtues; for other things, which, with a fair Appear- 
ance, ſeem to be Felicities, either they are not ſo, or 
are not durable: I likewiſe confidered that although the 
| Enjoyment of the Height of them was ſweet, yet the 
Fall was ſo certain, that the Pleaſure of them was twice 


paid for; once with the Fear of falling, for it dares mo- 
leſt us when we are at the higheſt Pitch; and then with 


the Fall; for this Edifice being founded on Pillars of: 


Glaſs (ſuch are the Follies and Frailties of Women) it 
muſt neceſſarily yield to any Weight. 


I took great Delight to lock up my ſelf, in the Room 
where the Earl kept his Books; there did I paſs all 


Hours of the Day, and many of the Night, laughing 


at ſuch as invited me to go a Hunting, to play at Billi- 
ards, or at Cards ;. for certainly nothing is Pleaſure to 
us, but that to which our Inclination ſteers us: I thought 
it impoſſible that there ſhould be any one, Who could 
take Delight in going a whole Afternoon, in Spight of 


the violent ſcorchings of the Sun, following a Hare, or 


perſecuting a Wolf: And then for Cards, J could not 


W that wy Man could have patience to think, that 


H 2 | whilſt: 
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I ilſt he was expecting a Seven of Hearts to make up 
his Game, there ſhould come an impudent Knave of 
Clubs to excuſe the Seven, and ſay that he could not 
come; and thoſe tricks of jugling a Card, as if by that, 
the Figure of it could be changed. All this I held for 
Folly ; and gave a thouſand Thanks to God that had di- 
verted my Inclination from ſuch fooliſh Entertainments. 
1 ſpent my Time with my Books, the moſt diſcreet 
Company in the World, ſince knowing ſo much, they 
never ſpeak a Word, unleſs they are asked : Sometimes 
'T wearied my elf, and then deceived my Wearineſs with 
Variety; and being tired with one, took up another; 
For as I ſtudied not for Oſtentation, but for Recreation, 
neither was I troubled for the obtaining of a Thought, 
nor at the leaving it in the midſt of its Career. Final- 
ly, I made a Paſtime of Labour, and by this Means 
Secured the Duration of it, 
But the Time being come, of returning back from 
our Progreſs, the Earl haſtened us away, now becauſe I 
Was ſtill quarreling with Fortune, that ſhe had not paid 
me for the Courtſhip I had made her, in committing the 
Folly of the Skirmiſh, ſhe did then uit Scores with 
me. I had a great Opinion. of being Learned, gained 
by the locking my {elf up in the Library; and being 
confident of this, I came to the Earl, ata Time when 
1 found him alone; and ſaid, certainly, Sir, Your Ho- 
nour might well excuſe the Care which this Journey 
gives you; for your Brother (whom God preſerve) has 
no Need of ſeeing thoſe Schools to be able to read =” 
Chair- man to the Maſters of them: For although, 
true, that Modeſty and Retiredneſs, do a little me | 
tage him, he has a moſt profound Wit, and is really de- 
voted to what he profeſſes; ; I aſſure you, Sir, he hath 
attained to more in three Years than others in Thirty. 
Near this Place is the Monaſtery of rache, where he 
may take the Degree of Batchelor, and continue paſſing 
his Time in this Solitude, which will be more profitable 
for him than to go to be diverted, by following his Plea- 
ſures: And what he hath learnt here, to forget in Sala- 
nanca, Which in Effect is a populous * and not © 
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it for the Exerciſe of Wit as this pleaſant Retirement. 


Heliking the Counſel, we commence in Irache. Thus 


we excule two Years Colds of Salamanca, in recom-- 


pence of one Folly. PE | : 
Two Years ſpent I in that ſolitary Life, and in them 


learnt of Civil Law enough, and of other Learning. 
more than enough; and having gained an 'Opi- 


nion of being ſtudious, and confirmed it with certain 
Sentences of Cats, they began to call me Doctor in the 
Earl's Houſe, and ſo frequently uſed it, that now I was 
by no other Name known than the Doctor Cenudo ; and 
a While after we returning to our Centre, the Court, I 
took my Place of Doctor, as if really IJ had been ſo. 
At that time His Majeſty: honoured a Gentleman, a 
Friend of the Earls, with the Office of Corrigider, 
of one of the moſt illuſtirous Cities of Spain. This 
fame Corrigidor, was mad to be Governing, as might 
be ſeen a hundred Leagues oft; for having a ſufficient 
Eſtate to maintain him conformable to his Quality, no- 


thing would ſerve him but to be a Corriginor, and ho 


could have eaten his Finger's Ends, to be ſhewing his 
Power over the Petty Alealdes; but he dreaded the car- 


rying with him learned Jenientes, ſuch as would com- 
mand all, wherefore he conſulted his Fears with the 


Earl, who in concluſion propoſed to him my Perſon, 
for one of the two Offices, extolling my Modeſty, and 


my Retiredneſs, all which ſuited well with what the 


Corrigidor deſired; and there wanted not ſome, who 
told me, that amongſt others of my Praifes, he had ac- 
quainted him that I was a Fool; Scarcely had the Cor- 


rigidor heard this, when ſaying, that ſuch a one was 


what he had Need of, and not your meddling Pedants ; 
he granted him the Office for me, and further added, that 


his Purpole, ſo well qualified a Perſon, 


Us 


if . 


r An Officer agu by the King, over moſt of the Ohlef 


Cities in Spain, with Power and Authority little differing from a 


Lord Mayers. Theſe always continue three years, and forthe moſt 
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The Fortunate Fool. 


- Behold me now, chief Alcalde of a populous City, 
e you ſee, the Title of a Fool availed me more than 
the Title of Batchelor or Doctor of Law. Is it then 

ill being a Fool ? I know that more than a Few would 
be fo, on Condition that they might but ſo well attain 
to their defired Ends: And I am confident, as one 
faithfully experienced, that Folly is very important, not 
only for the obtaining of Dignities, but alſo for the en- 
joying them, which preſently you will ſe. 

The other Office of Tenzente, or Deputy, he gave. to 

an able, but formal Coxcomb, much wedded to the 
Laws, and to his Humour; A Man whoſe Word it 
was, you ſee it is written, and you ſhall be made to do 
it. This was not of the Corrigidors Election, but the 
expreſs Command of a Noble-Man, to whom he owed 
the greateſt Part of his Wings: We came ſhortly aſter 
to the Place of our Reſidence, where J ſoon got the 
| Knack of Precedents, Decrees, and other Trifles, for 
the ordering my Buſineſs, which the Induſtry of the 
Procurators and Scrivanss, or Solicitors and Attornies, 
aàſſiſted me with; I therefore was fain to mould m 
ſelf plyable as wax to them, and denyed them nothing ; 
fo with this, and my not ſerupling at their Exorbitan- 
. cies, all Buſineſſes came to me, that I gained as much 
as might have ſerved both my ſelf and my Companion, 
whom they called King Don Pedro, becauſe he was fo 
grave, .and fo zealous for the executing of e 5 but 
; ney fled from him as from Virtue. _. 

Now you may ſcoff at Folly, that knows how to fa 
vour its own Servants, and puniſh others: And you 
may ſee if it be good being a Fool, even to the admi- 
niſtring Offices, which ſo much require Diſcretion and 
Prudence. True Diſcretion, my Friend, is to be ply- 
able, and bend with the Times; but chal not that [ 
could be the Martyr of 4ſpuazi/es. and Attornies, al- 
though 1 had been 55 up with Onions and Wr 
lick ; no, I am not of fo ſtrong a Conſtitution. 

There I knew that the great Deſtroyer of Virtues was 
Power. Did I not tell thee how much I came im 
ved out of 85 . What a Philoſopher, "oo 


5 : 1 reſerved, 


8 


6 Rum! Fool. 


We ter ved, and cloſe I was! what a Con er 


ner of all 


Delights, and Enemy of Pleaſure ! but now ſeeing my 


ſelf powerful, I went out of my ſelf, and what Wonder 


if T was out of my Centre: No one knows what it is 
to be an ordinary Judge of a populoas City! I ſtood 
upon an high Place, my Head grew giddy, 1 maſt 
there fore certainly expect a Fall. 


The firſt Trip which I gave was on Pride; 3. I was 


ſparing of my Hat, wherein my Frown aſſiſted me to 
my great Advantage: With all the Town I was a 


Lion, only with my Alguaxiles a Lamb: I then threw 
aſide my Rod of Juſtice, the Badge of my Office, for 


the Follies of Venus, I went the Rounds by Nights, not 


to apprehend Thieves nor Murderers, nor any other 


Sort of People, but to deliver up my ſelf a Priſoner, to 
She. robbers and Murdereſſes: Yet this Kind of Plea- 
ſure did preſently become naucious to me, I liked not 
the Eaſineſs of it, but was moſt pleaſed to meet with 


the greateſt Difficulties, I adored Impoſſibilities, there I 
ſet to my Shoulder, and there I engaged my ſelf. How 
many Forts did I overthrew with nothing but my Rod ? 
How many Wills did Fear corrupt? I am aſhamed to 


tell you the vile means wherewith I proſtrated noble 
Deſigns on the Ground. Theſe Victories (ſaid J) 
_ deſerve Applauſe ; theſe, which when they fly and are 


moſt difficult, do crown the Conqueror. 

I went into any Houſe that ['pleaſed, though it was 
neren ſo cloſe, with great Eaſe : For I either pretended 
that I ſearched for ſome Delinquent, or that I would 
examine the Maſter of it, for a Witneſs. concerning a 
Fact, which, indeed, had never been committed. 


Once I remember that I carried away Priſoner, the 


Husband of a handſome Woman, which I had a Mind 


to, feigning certain Suſpicions of him, and kept him in 
Priſon as long Time as FT liſted, that he might not binder 


my free Acceſs into his Houſe, All theſe Extravagan- 
| cies were brave Exploits, in the Opinion of my under 


Miniſters, they commended them, inſtead of diſap- 
proving them, and admonifhing me againſt them : and 


9 ſerioully think that they liked them well, becauſe all 


"of 
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and cry up for good, all Actions wherein they ſee them. 

. ſelves painted. 

I Was er a little covetuous, ant tees: drew on 
my Side the Common People of the City, as the 'Ta- 

verner, the Inn-keeper, the Taylor, and all that Rab- 


ble of People, which being the moſt vile, and moſt 


licentious we have amongſt us, they give or take away 
a good Opinion at Pleaſure. The Gentlemen com. 


plained not, though they had Reaſon for it, not to 


ſtain their Honour the more, by publiſhing their Diſho- 
nour. With this I walked unbridled, through a thou- 


ſand Kinds of Inſolencies. Oh how important a 'Thing 
is the chooſing fooliſh or unlearned Men into Offices 


the Damage is no leſs, than the throwing Poiſon into a 


publick Fountain; every one has a Share of Death, all 


participate of theſe Evils: Theſe Fetters bind all, 
though the Fault or Careleſneſs of the Election be but 
in one only, and one only I here blame. 

But becauſe, methinks, you ſtay expecting to know 


how I came off with my Office, ſhould you not know, 


that thoſe who make it good or evil, are Artornies and 
' Alguaziles ? Since theſe then for ſo many Reaſons 


were my Friends, there was none who did not praiſe me, 


Inſtead of accuſing me. Finally, at the three Years end 
I went out well from all, and indifferently rich, but my 
Companion ill and poor; I went away the we rem $ 
Friend, but my Companion his Enemy: Is good, 
think you, to be a Fool? It may be you will tel me, 
that I was not ſo in this, but rather very Diſcreet; you 
have ſome Reaſon; for it was Diſcretion not to contra- 
dict my Corrigidor in any Buſineſs, that he ſhould com- 
mand be it never ſo unjuſt; becauſe he, in effect, was 
my Superior, and I took not upon me that Office but to 
obey him: To have Friendſhip with Aguaxiles and 
 Attornies, what wiſe Man would not do it? To be 


kind to their Requeſts, was Liberality, not Folly: but 


let it 80 what it will, 1 was happy by theſe OD 
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The Fortunate Fol. 93 


In Madrid 1. preſented my Perſon, and the Account 
of my Reſidence, and got the Repute of a good and juſt 


Judge: Wherefore the Corrigidor aſſiſted me with all 
the Intereſt he could make, that his Majeſty might be- 


ſtow upon me ſome other greater Imployment, and in 


the mean Time lodged me in his Houſe, admitted me to 
his Table, and allowed me his Coach; with which I 
led in Madrid, the Life of a Prince. Ambition now 


began to diſquiet me, for although I naturally did never 
much affect the living in a Garret, the ſeeing my ſelf put 


into this way had quite ſpoiled my Humility, I Was 
glutting my ſelf with the Flatteries which Power made 


me: Me thought I lived not the Day wherein I did : 
not command: | Nevertheleſs the Kindneſs of the Cor- 


rigidor was ſuch, and the Entertainments which we had 
in the Court, 10 great, that they diverted this Deſire 


from me. | i 6 | = 1 
I am perſuaded, it would be impoſſible, that Preten- 


| dients ſhould have ſo large Hopes in ſuch ardent Defires, 
if they lived not in ſuch a bewitching Place, as is Ma- 


drid, which hath ſo many Lethargies, wherewith to 
lull aſleep any Deſire, or any Ambition. 


At the Fame of my Folly, came Corrigiders by.Do- 


zens, offering me what mine had done; but I that maſt - 


needs be a Fool upon Record, fell to pretending, or ; | 


begging at Court, a Place of Settlement, only that I 
might not be idle from commanding every Day, as I 
was then, till they beſtowed another Office on me: In 


 which®Pretenfion, all the Power that had favoured my 


Corrigidor aſſiſted me; it is not proper for me to di- 
vulge this, but you are a Friend, and will ſpeak of it to 
no body. I had an Advantage above all other Pretendi- 
ents who had Merits only in being a Fool; for they con- 
fiding in what they had deſerved, uſed tome flight Di- 
ligences, to that Effect, thinking that thoſe who were to 
honour them, had no other Care but to conjecture their 
Deſerts by their Faces. Worthy and deſerving Friend, 
what matters it though thou art ſo, if all do not know 
it? Tell it aloud, and uie means to procure thy Ends, 
or elſe never pretend ; for I, who had no other Bafis 

Tos £2 wherean 
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94 The \ Fortunate Fool. 


whereon to found my Pretenfions, beſides my Solicitade; 
and Favour, obſerved it with much Induſtry, 

In this Interim I learn'd the greateſt Piece of courtly 
Dilcration, which is Flattery and Courteſy. I ſtaid an 
Hour every Morning before I went out of my Lodging, 
to meditate new Ways of Flattery, wherewith to reap 
new Favours. I was the firſt ſince Adam, till this 
preſent, who told great Lords that they reſembled 
Gods in doing Favours without any Hopes of Return. 
Another Time I ſaid to a Nobleman; your Excellency, 
my Lord, in conſideration of who you are, hath a pre- 
eiſe Obligation to favour me, for your Excellency being 
ſuch a Friend of doing Courteſies and favouring all, I 
have ſerved you in requeſting it of you; and have given 
you Matter whereon to employ the Generoſity of your 

Mind. To another I once ſaid; the Time is now come, 
wherein your Lordſhip may disburthen your Breaſt, and 
do Favours for being fo big with them, only my ſhort 
' Merits may be capable Veſſels of your Liberality : If I 8 
deſerved it. my Lord, it would not be an Exceſs, but in 
this I ſerve your Lordſhip, ſince meriting it ſo little, the 
Benefit lies ſhrowded, the more under the Shadow of 6 

my poor Wants. In ſuch manner I ſpeak theſe Flat. 
teries, as made them believe, they were really the Prin- 8 
ces, who moſt favoured their Servants. % 

In Bribes and Preſents I aequired the Name of Fool, ti 
amongſt ſome who were ſo themſelves ; becauſe I ſeldom c 
_ preſented Things to be eaten: They told me if I did i © 
not, I ſhould never have good Succeſs : For Preſents of 2 
this Nature coft but little, and were ever acceptable : i 
But I was always of a different Opinion, that they ſhould | 
never give Things which would not be preſent in view 
a long Time, and repreſent the Memory of the Do- 
nor; for which Reaſon they are called Preſents :- Things 
edible- are not of this Quality, for either they will be 
N or muſt be ſpent preſently. ; 

Only I remember that upon an Occaſion I once for. 
got this Precept, for ſtaying in an outward Room, 'wait- 
ing to ſee a certain Lady, towards whoſe North all 

m my N (with a full Gale in Poop) were — 
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4 there came out a Duena to entertain me, and ano. 
ther Gentleman that was an Aſſiſtant to me in theſe En- 
counters, The Duena began the Converſation, aſking 
him what he had eaten at Dinner, what Cook he kept, 
and other Queſtions of this Nature: The Gentleman, 
who by the Story, certainly muſt needs be wonderous 
diſcreet, began to invent a thouſand excellent Diſhes,. 
never imagined before, and that he had a Cook which 
made moſt incomparable Paſties, of the Sinnews of a 
Leg of Veal, of the Breaſts of Capons, of Patrid 
Pidgeons, and Turtles, that there was nothing like 
them in the Word. He had ſcarce made his boaſt of 
his Cook, when the Duena, whoſe Chops watered af. 
ter theſe Paſties, deſired of him one for a Taſte: Tue 
Wiſeacre promiſed it her, and was very joyful that ſhe 
had believed him ; and that ſhe might think him a 
Man of an excellent Pallate, at the Expence of much 
Care and Money, ſought out a Cook that ſhould make 
good his Lie. 

I that was a Fool, being affrighted at the Fall of my 
Comrade when the Dueng came to ask me the ſame, 
told her, that I kept a Cook-maid which knew how to 


make Saſſages marvelouſly, and a Sallad that might 


given to one that was dead; which was Truth, 

a living Body could not ſuffer the Smell of them, L 
thought I had turned her Stomach with this; but as I 
am always ſo unfortunate with Duenas, ſhe longed for 
ſome of thoſe Saflages, and Sallad ; I promiſed her them, 
and complied honeſtly with my Word, but fearing that 
if the Saſſages ſhould go very cleanly, ſhe would ſend 
for more, I ſent a Servant to buy ſome great dirty ones, 

of thofe which Women {ell at the Corners of Streets to 
Porters, and other poor People; he carried them, and 
I knew not whether or no, it might be the Duena s 


Greedineſs, or my Commendations of them for ſo rare, 


or elſe my Misfortune. But every Saturday I received 
A Meſſage from the Duena, wherein ſhe ſent for more 
Saſſages- I was very ſenſible of that Tribute, and me 


thought I loſt in this my Gentility ; and as Liberty 


. Men to 8 Undertakings, I bad a Servant go 
" 
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96 The Fortunate Foo. 


one Saturday, and bring a whole Sheep's Paunch, ſtufted Mt 
naturally, without emptying the Guts: He did ſo, * 
and-it ſeeming to me they came ſomewhat hollow; I 
commanded that they ſhould fill them up what wanted, 
with Onions, and many other ſweet and cleanly Bits: 
So I ſent them her well ſeaſoned, and I know not what 
was in the Fault, the Cleanneſs or my Misfortune : But 
the Saturday following, ſhe ſent me another Meſſage to 
ſend her more, and gave me Thanks for thoſe paſt. 
I had no other Remedy then, but to ſay the Cook-maid 
was dead the Night before. See what Creatures theſe 
Duenas are! Half an hour after, ſhe ſent another Meſ. 
8 ſage to me, to deſire me to tell her where I thought to 
Bury her, becauſe ſhe would ſay certain Maſſes for her, 
and ſend her Lady's Servants, that they might go to 
Honour her Corps that knew how to make ſuch excel. 
lent Saſſages; and that if, perchance, ſhe had left the 
Receit how theſe Saſſages were to be made, that 1 
would do her the Favour to give her it. I was fain to 
make a Receit for Saſſages, the firſt that came to Hand, 
and ſend her, telling her that the Cook-maid was al 


— 
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= ready buried, and that ſhe needed not take any Care for , 
= the ſaying Maſſes for her. This very Day do I ſtand .. 
=— in Fear leaſt ſhe ſhould ſend to me, to know if the Cook WM - 
of the Saſſages be not yet riſen again. b : 

My ingenious Preſents had better Luck; for ſome- 

times they coſt me leſs than if they had been ſome rare WM 

Things to be eaten (which in effect are but flight and ] 

| Joon gone) and yet, for the moſt part were, as if 1 j 

B ſhould have ſet by their Sides a Page, that ſhould fil M = 
be putting them in mind of my Buſineſs. | 1 
A One Time to a Miniſter of State that was ſhort fight- WW * - 
ed, I preſented a Caſe and a pair of SpeRtacles, telling W .. 

him that they came from 7/a/y, that a Brother of mine _ 

had ſent me them, for the moſt pretious Jewel in all I 

thoſe Parts, that they marvelouſly preſerved the Sight, 1 

and were the very Spectacle which the King Pon Fer i © 


dinando had uſed during his Conqueſt of that Nation, 
and I procured the Caſe to be old-faſhioned, curious _ 


vantage. Fg 
1 0 85 me, you do nothing, you Who are confident 


e Grea:nefs of the Gift which y OT if you ne. 


its. Ornament, | and ſetting For there are 
EY who locking on a Horſe de his Furniture, 
that ſhould he be more ſwift than thoſe of the Sun, anc 


more mettleſome than Bucephalus, would account him ; 
but for a Jade that works in a Mill; and if they ſhould 


ſee well harneſſed but Don Quixote Steed, would ag; 
him like, Belerophon's Pegaſus. To me it hath hi 
ed, that I haye made greater Oſtentation with a iſh 


of N Sallad, which, it may be, put me to the 


xpence of about 15 DPuartes,. than if I had ſent 
2 — a Camel loaded with Pheaſants, There is nothing 


to Women like Flowers, Patches, Ribbons and Paint? | 


if you think otherwiſe, ask the moſt confident Ladies of 
our Age, and they will tell you, that were it not for 


Artifice, there would riot be 1 ns nk woe Jook 


nem in the Face. 


This Miniſter of Ignorance put on my eng | Foal 


and perſuaded himſelf that he was a very Linx wi 

them, and was as thankful for the Preſent, as if I had 
given him new Sight, telling me that in Reſpect to my 
Buſineſs, + he would carry me always before his Eyes, 
only with wearing my Spectacles before them. This 


then may properly be called a Preſent, that never ſtirs a 
Jot from before * Eyes of the great Man to WHOM. e 


3s ſent. 


Anotber Lord, on 1 depended all my Hopes, X 


had a good Opinion of his own Handſomeneſs, but was 


ſomewhat long viſaged ; inſomuch that his Cheek Bones 


ſtood out too viſibly, to the Prejudice of his Beauty, 


as though they had intended him an ill Ones - 
having Notice of a certain Merchant, who had falſe. © 
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Tb Fortinate Fool. 


Sorts of Faces; from amongſt theſe I choſe one that 
made round plump Faces, and had an excellent Frame 
of Ebony inlaid with Ivory, which I preſented 
him with, for the moſt faithful that had ever been ſeen; 
proteſting that it was the ſame Looking-glaſs by which 


— 


the Gava uſed to fit dreſſing her ſelf every Morning two 
 Hours,. before ſhe went to enamourt 
derigo; which had lately been found in the inchanted þ 


King Don Ro- 


0 at Toledo, by the Induſtry ot a great Magician, 
that it was a Pledge worthy the placing in a Palace, 
like that of his Excellency's, if he pleaſed, for the Ve- 


neration which was due to Antiquity': He accepted it 


with a ſmiling Countenance, and looking in it, found 
himſelf fat, and almoſt round, and as Though I had 
mended his Face, gave me Thanks for it, telling me 
it was a Gift that was more acceptable to him than any 
other Thing, which might be believed, becauſe it Hat- 
tered him in that he needed. 

Truſt to Looking glaſſes, and buy them for your 
Friends; wherein you will do well, fince Friends there 
are, which flatter like Looking-glaſſes, and make you 
believe you are round faced and perfect, being lean and 
fooliſh in your Aﬀections. 

Aſterwards I knew, that four Times in a Day he 
conſulted his Handſomeneſs in it, and it ſo much de- 
ecived him, as he ſaid, that that alone was a true 
Lookingglaſs, and anly in the Time of King Don 
Rodrigo, they knew how to make Looking glaſſes, but 
in this Age all Arts were ſo adulterated, that they had 
not the Skill to make a true Glaſs in all Spain; ſo cer- 
tain it is that nothing appears true to us, but what ſuits 

with our Liking. You will ſay I was a Fool for pre- 
ſenting a Looking plaſs to a Lord, and that an Horde 
would have been a more proper preſent. You know 


not what you ſay, for an Horſe would not be a Preſent, 


I The true Name of this Lady was Flvinds, ſhe was the 
. of the Earl Don Fulian, who to revenge himſelf on the 
King for deflouring this his Daughter, betrayed Spain to the ee, 
5 whom ſhe was called Lava, which in e n 

vore. 


. 
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\ The Fortunate Fool. 99 

in regard it would not be always 8 80 nor put him 

in mind of my Deſire, becauſe he, for the moſt part, 

went in a Coach, or in a Chair, but the Glaſs was pre- 

ſent four Times a Day: Thus very conveniently I 

ſet my Cava for an Interceſſor, that he might favour 

me. If theſe Flatteries paſs with you for Follies, you 

your ſelf are but a Fool. What will you fay to a Pre- 

ſent that I made of a Clock with an Allarm, which 

rattled the whole Pariſh ; ſeems this an ill Remem- 
| brancer of my Buſineſs at all Hour? L 

Vet in no Preſent (methinks) I hit fo luckily, as in 

one that I made to a great Stateſman, who was ſuffici- 

ently proud, although he had his riſe from baſe Paren - 

tage: Fortune, you muſt underſtand, had raiſed him 
y Wl to that Preferment, becauſe ſhe otherwiſe would never 
t- ſhine with ſuch Luſtre as ſhe does, nor would her Power 

. but lie in Concealment, if ſhe ſhould not exerciſe it on 
ir MW fuch as are nothing, or but very little. He had his clear 
e Aſcendency from a Cellar of Water, for ſo was his 
du Grand-father, but he forgetting that thole Waters re- 
d proached him, as the Poets ſay, never ſhew'd a good 1 
5 Face to any Body; the Truth is, he had a very ill one, I 
ne for he had ſtill imprinted on it, the Curſes which his 4 
e- MW Grandfire gave to his Aſs that carried his Water-pots. 
ae Coming by Chance into a Broker's Shop, where was a 
on Parrot to be fold, I began to bargain for it, and queſti- 
ut oning its Ability, they told me it was a young one, and 
ad but newly began to ſpeak, and knew not how to fay 
er- more than Water- man, Mater. man; it ſeemed to me 
its that I had found an Aſhwedneſday for the Pride of this 
re. Stateſman: I made a Cage for it, which might well 
rſe have ſerved a Duena for Bigneſs. Already I have told 
ow vou how impatient I was to live in Pomp and State; for 
nt, this Reaſon, I fay, I preſented it to my Stateſman, for 
the moſt rare qualified and moſt witty Parrot of the 
the World, the Cage alſo ſpoke a thouſand Marvels in its 
the W favour : He was very thankful, and my good Parrot | 
% ſhewed' in a few Days its pregnant Underſtanding, IJ 
ing Lectures and undeceiving to this Lucifer in a 
a n. „ a | w_ 
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At all Times when he came into his Houſe, he found 
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it with a Memento homo in his Mouth, it always received: 
him with Water man, Water-man, and repeated this with 
great Quickneſs; now as it never ſaid any other Thing, 
he conſidered on it, and was poſſeſſed with an Opinion 


that ſome Angel had ſpoken to him by the Mouth of 
à Parrot ; he then began to tremble, changed the Scene, 
'and diſpelled his Frowns. Finally, the Man was con- 
verted by the Lectures of the Parrot, that he already 
gave Audiences with greater Facility; he alſo ſpoke with 


leſs Scorn, and particularly to me, to whom he would 
commonly ſay, he had an eſpecial Obligation, but 


would not let me know wherefore. He came not at 


any Time into the Houſe without vailing his Behaviour 
to the Parrot, ſaying, all that Courteſy. was due to a 


Maſter. A few Days after it. changed its Note, by 


Means of another Parrot which was at à Neighbours 


Houſe, of whom it learned to ſay, Alas poor Parrot 
and Who comes there, N bo comes there ® Neverthe- 
- defs the Maſter loſt not his Credulity, that it was ſome 
Spirit cloathed in Green, and attributed that Change of 

_ Converſation to his Amendment from. his Pride. 80 
that the Parrot,, by no Means, ſpoke any. Thing which 


ke accounted not for @ Miſtery. 
I plainly ſee that this Folly might h 


ave returned upon 


my own Head, it being ſo raſh ; therefore do you never 


truſt in Follies, unleſs you are venturous; but it may be 
ou will ſay, it is ſufficient+to be a Fool, to make a 


Man venturous. In effect I: was fo. fortunate, that I 
flattered with Injuries, and gained Favours with Aﬀont- 
ings. But yet methought I was out of my Center 
whilſt I was not in Love. The ſuing for: an Office, 
and the courting a Lady, are ſo much alike, as that it 


was very eaſy for me to paſs from one to the other; with: 


Flatteries we ſue for Offices, we Court Ladies with Flat- 


teries, theſe with Gifts we facilitate, with Preſents 


_ thoſe ;. for Ms Og, is leſs important, than the 


deſerving them, becauſe Fortune who diſpoſes of them 


B blind: There is nothing of leſs Importance with 


Ladies than the deſerving them; becauſe tis either good 
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er that with them gives a wining e or a lo: 
5 3 | 
| 7 fell very. deſperately in Love with a Maiden, the 
Daughter of noble Parents, and yet more rich than no- 
ble: I know not whether or no you have obſerved, 
that all my Loves were with Maids : This was one of 
the greateſt of my Follies; / ſhe was all the Delight and 
Care of her Parents; they had no other Child on whom 
to divert their Loves, all was on their fair Daughter; 
ſhe had been bread up under the Tutorage of her Ms. 
ther, with Marmalade, and Carraway Confects, in 
ſuch Sort, that they had wrought her little Heart alto- 
gether of Coyneſs. At the Fame of her great Dowry, 
ſhe had been offered many Matches of different Ranks 
as of Lawyers, Knights of the Habit, and Gentlemen of ” 
good Eſtates: But Shad baffled them all, one after ano- 
ther, with her Quirques and Subtilties. | 
An Alcalde of Sevill, one that was a great Gallant” 5 
and an underſtanding Man, the diſcarded, only to tell 
him, ſhe. would never ſee herſelf in the, Power of 
uſtice. 
: Another Gentleman 'of- Good Parts ſhe frat packing, - : 
becauſe always when he viſited her (Which was very © 
frequently) he asked her how ſhe did; telling him, he 
was too curious for an Husband, and that ſhe was not for- 
ſuch inquiſitive Men. | 
Another, who being in a Play- 8 ſhe obferved to 
take out a Pair of Spectacles and look thro them to- 
wards. the Apartment of the Women; ſhe asked (as 
| jealous) what he looked at? He anſwered (to blind © 
her jealouſies) Madam, I look not at their Perfe&ions, - 
but at the Defects which are in thele Ladies. Then, Sir, 
(aid ſhe, with a diſdainful Look) I care not for an Hul. 
band, ſo great a Friend of ſpying others Faults, that 
to ſearch them out, will diſcover his own; 1 had ne- 
ver known that you had been ſhort ſighted, if you had 
not been ſo earneſt o Pack into cheſe OREN Wage Lot. 3 
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E Verſes, ſhe ſaid, ſhe. would never love that Man 
who eſteemed lying and flattery for a Grace, ' .. © 

Om this manner was ſhe come to forty Years old, Jag: 
Father and Mother dead, rather for being tired out 
with her Whimſies, than for old Age: And now, time 
began to ſwear, that if ſhe delay to admit Sutes, he 
would force her, that ſhe her ſelf ſhould be fain to ſue, 
and not without hazzard of a Repulſe: She admitted 
Viſits of ſuch as were Men of Parts, and was proud to 
be accounted diſcreet ; and that they might rf ji her. 
for a Sybi/ in the Town, ſhe gave it out, that the moſt 
learned Men came to conſult her in various Conceits. 
daily. 

1 . made my Addreſtes to 45 with os Title of a. 
wiſe Philoſopher, and to ſet off- my. {elf to the greateſt. 
Advantage, rehearſed to her, three or four Sonnets in 
| Praiſe of black Eyes, and half a Dozen Stanza's, on 

White Hands, which I had compoſed in my younger 

Days, ſo that With this, a and ſpeaking ever and anon 
very gravely, and as it were ſuffering my ſelf to be in- 
treated to it, I paſſed for a Cato: But I was ſorry to 
find her fo wiſe, for although I was ever a Friend of dif-. 
creet Women, yet I would not have them to be more 

wiſe than my ſelf, either becauſe equality i is always moſt 
beloved, or elſe becauſe he goes in danger of being 
cheated, who deals with one more knowing than him- 
ſelf. Being fearful then of diſpleaſing her, I did not 
yet make her ſharer of my love, 7 indeed was ſhe 
ever, although I did not (l confeſs) altogether diſlike her, 
until one Evening finding her alone, when the doubtful. 
Light of the Day gives moſt place to boldneſs and 
Þeſt entertains Shame : After we had diſcourſed of many 
_ things, drawing my Chair nearer towards her Cuſhion, 
Whereon ſhe fat on the Ground, 1 thus addreſs d my ſelf N 
8 
Madam, the Difference 1 the Wile. and the 
Fooliſh, is only this, in my Opinion; that Wiſe Men 
do and ſay, for the moſt Part, that which Reaſon and 
Augenuity teaches them; but the Fooliſh, as they 5 
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or what they ee others do: If you were not ſo diſcreet T 
would forbear. to tell you a Thought, Which tis long 
x 


2 


ſince I have been deſirous of acquamting you with, fer 
J ſhould fear that you would fall into the Opinion of the 


£ 


End and Intent of their Perfection, and for him that 


loves her to declare it to her; provided the loving her 
be not a diſcourteſie, tis the greateſt. Compliment he 
can ſhow, becauſe it is a ſign of the more paſſionate. 

Love; for that Houſe is not much on Fire which ſends - 
not forth out of its Towers, and Chymnies, ſuch Flames 


L © 


as ſhall diſcover it; and ſmall Winds lie couch'd in the. 


void of one, and the other, follow their own Crotc 
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Vulgar, and call that Injury, which really is Venerati-- 
on; I have loved you tenderly, ſince the firſt time that 
Iſaw and ſpoke to you, but I love you with honourable 
and virtuous Intentions; you are prudent, and will not 
ſuffer. your ſelf to be guided by the Vulgar, for I Know 
they would call it rudeneſs fora Lover quickly to declare 
himſelf. Lou are governed by. Reaſon, and ſhall fee 
what ſpeals in my. Favour ;.that for a Woman to be be- 
loved is a moſt Glorious thing, tis the Fruit, *tis the 


Bowels of the Earth, if they break not an outlet for. 


their roarings ; but a great Earthquake is the ſign of a 
raging Battle of the unquietneſs of the Winds. 

I love you, Madam, by my on Choice; another 
would ſay 'twas by the Violence of his Deſtiny; I do 
not, becauſe I will not have Fortune carry away the 
Praiſe. due to your Beauty, and my Affection. The 
Name of this Paſſion ſegms Arrogant, I call'd it Love, 
_ *twill appear more chaſt to call it Will; yet this is too 


cold to expreſs ſo great a. Flame: Love is in Rigour, but 


yet it is Noble, and prudent ;..not covetous, nor blind, 
expects no Correſpondence, asks no Reward, becauſe it 
has it already; for what Reward like the adoring her 
that deſerves it, for her ſo excellent Qualifications ? This 
Love hath made me become Wiſe, what greater Recom- 
_ penſe ? You perhaps will ſay, that being known; it ſeems. 
no more to be Love; you are in the right; yet for this, it 
does not ceaſe to be Love: To clear theſe Doubts, let's 
call it Eſtimation, and that will ſute beſt with it; Eſti- 
mation is more than Ordinary, which paſſes to Vene- 
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nation, in a certain Manier with this it it out ef 


Dangers, and deſerves Gratitude if- not Correſpondence, 
Gratitude is not due to him that pays Debts; my, . 


T'owed to this Beauty, to this Diſcretion, J confeſs it; ry 


But in an Age where Gratitude is ſo little in uſe, tis 
well there is any who remembers to pay his Debts, Win 
ſo much Fidelity. I give Suſpicions of being intereſted 


by mentioning Services, but they are falſe Suſpicions, I 


Inſtance them not to facilitate a Reward, but to keep up 
Eſtimation; for you being ſenſible I am ſuch,” as that 1 
have known how worthily to adore you, may the more 
eſteem me for this Ingenuity, or at leaſt not accuſe your 
ſelf of Indiſcretion for doing me the Favour which vo 
do me, by thinking that I deſerve not to receive it, 
ſince to allow me for a wiſe Man, tis ſufficient for me- 
to underſtand what you deſerve. . _ 

She having the Vanity to think that the World did be 
eve her a Dottreſs, and ſeeing. me a Doctor; likeneſs - 
made us remain Friends for that time, ſo ſhe continued 
uiet, and in Appearance pleaſed too. After this, I Was 


las Gay fay) is the Poyſon of Love. 
A Friend of mine went one Day to fee her without me, 
whom J uled always, to carry with me when I viſited 


her, a Perſon of a good Wit, pleaſant Converſation, - 


and one that was very ingenious in his Conceits ; They 
diſcourſed of divers Matters, the Converſation was an 
[ttlian Salad, a great deal of the whole, anda. little of 
every thing; but amongſt all there was not the leaſt 
Word in Remembrance of me, ſo that I perceived the 
_ firſt Kindneſs had been no more than a courteous liking, - 


which continued in its Purity whilſt I continued in mine; 
but that ſeeing me with a ſecond Intention, ſhe had 


varied hers, and that That lighting me was but a Con. 


trivance fairly to ſhake me off: This having vexed me, 
"I ent Jealouſie a hunting for. Conjectures, Which after 
a While brought me on as clear as Truth; I found that 
the Cauſe might be her gueſſing me not equal to Her in 
h Riches, for Love is ſo great a Friend of Equality, that 
even in Riches't it NTT It: But 1 for all this, I Was 


in Love, but not ſo much as before ; ; for Confidence - 


22 Ee: s 


not affrighted with any Suſpifion, that this rejecting me 
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was for my want of handſomneſs, or of underſtanding 5 4 
becauſe I knew already by Experience that Love ſtands 


not upon that, if it be true (as the Philoſophers ſay) 
that Love is a defire of Beauty ; the Beauties and Per- 


fections, wherein this Defire may be imployed, are as 


many as the very Deſires and Opinions themſelves ;, 


every one then eſteems for Beauty, not * certain form, 


reduced to certain Perfections, but all ſuch as have a 
Likeneſs with their own, or agree with No 

The wiſe Man eſteems the Woman beautiful, that hall 
be wile ;: the Fool. accounts for very beautiful her, that 


ir Inclination = 


mall be ſilent, and commends as a Virtue, 'what is but 
meer Neceſſity ; ſome praiſe long Faces, others round: 
ones: Then what 5 coloured Eyes? what à deli- 
cate ſhaped Mouth? For Hairs the Opinions are more 
than the Hairs. Finally, Beauty is wholly Opinion,. 
and for every Opinion there is it's Beauty apart, 
you ſhall have ſome fay, that Venus and Hellen were: 
but like Kitchen Wenches, nay and but very homely 
ones neither. 


It now grieved me for having declared my Mind,, 
fines my Endeavours were fruſtrated, and that by. my 


Confidence too; but in the End I hit upon a Plot, ra- 
ther to make Tryal of my Suſpicion, than to purchaſe 
any Love by it; for although I was ſmitten, yet I did 
not doat on her: I loved her, but was not enamoured 
of her; do you not underſtand me? Why, I mean, 
that to Love, and to be ſmitten, are not the ſame, as to 

enamoured,. and to doat, for. that may he eithet out: 
of Obſtinacy, or elſe for. Vengeance; to doat on her, 


cannot be but meerly for Kindneſs, or with good liking, N 
now I being vexed at her ſlights, abhorred her, and her 


Labyrinths, with a perfect hatred, and me thought that 


it then I could but make her my own, I would quit 524 


Field, and leave the Conqueſt, without - einn 
8 and would fay, it is ſufficient. I have the 
of being Conqueror. 

I therefore feigned my ſelf kick, and began to com- 


By of. my Heart, ery ing . had a thouſand: 


Vipers, 
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| Vipers in it, and other ſuch Frenzical Speeches; which 
Pain is accuſtomed to ſuggeſt; and had ſtraightly com- 
manded my Servants not to let any Body come in where 
' T lay, Thus for four Days I was locked up in my 
Chamber, to put a Colour to my Fraud, that the whole 
Town already rang of it; at which ſome of my Friends 7 
came to me, with the skilfulleſt Phyſicians of the Court; | 
who felt my Pulſe, ſaw my Urine, and with the Rela- 
tion of my Complaints and effected. Mellancholy, ſware 
my Sickneſs was mortal: This made all believe it, and 
T almoſt. believed it too, although I felt my ſelf well 
and ſound; for who could otherwiſe choſe but think it 
ſo when four Men faid it, being the Portraicts of time, 
in their Age and Beards ? In ſuch fort did this fear ſeiſe 
on me, that the Day following, in fiead- of mine, ! 
commanded them to ſhow the Doctors, my Pages Wa- 
ter, the moſt cheerful lively Boy that was in all the 
Town; they beheld it, and fhrugging their Shoulders, 
fighing forth Fears out of their Breaſts, with their 
Breath, they ſaid that the Sickneſs went tyrannizing over 
the Heart, and that it daily ſhe w ed it ſelf a greater 
threatner; then I fell into Account, that it was not 1 
Who was weak, but they, who underſtood no more of 
me then what my Servants told them, of my Com- 
plaints, and grievous Sighings. „ 
When I perceived that I Was well, I proſecuted my 
Impoſture, ſcrieching that all the whole Street heard me, 
nay and my wiſe Miſtreſs too, the Cauſe of my roarings, 
who without any Suſpicion believed. my weakneſs, ges 
and almoſt more than I would have perſuaded her; yet 
for all this, ſhe had not the Courteſie to ſend me a Meſ- 
lage to enquire how I did. See but what the inequality 
of the Goods of Fortune could do; now when I 
thought that I had had Sickneſſes enough to kill me, for 
the Phyficians had given me over, I made my Will; 
ſending to call a faithful Friend, and the Scrivener, who 
being both come, I left for Heir to near a 100, 
Duckats of free Goods, my Miſtreſs, Senora Dona Te- 
aeraria, putting in a Clauſe at the end, of my o- 
Hand- writing (a thing which pleaſed the Serivener, ” 
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though he was a Scrivener) For the tender Lowe I have. 
born. "her, and for: the Favour which ſhe hath done me, 


giving a profound Sigh at the delivering of it to him. 
Maſter Doctor (faid my Friend to me, infinitely con- 
fufed) what Goods do you leave to fulfil this Teſtament? 


Pray, Sir, anſwered I, content your ſelf till we think 
how to diſpole of thoſe Goods which remain; T have 


enough to accompliſh what I have bequeathed, in this 
Inventory they are, that will fatisfy i its Debts ; with this 
I gave him a large Catalogue of a vaſt parcel of 


Goods, which were enough for my Teſtament: This 


was an Action that more qualified me for a Fool, and 


even put me with every one Into the Opinion that 1 was. 


a Mad-man. 


No ſooner was the Serfvines gone out of my Cham: | 


ber, but he went to ask a Reward for his good Tidings, 


of my Heireſs; relating to her all my Will; and coun- 
felling her thatſheſhould cauſe Maſſes to be ſaid, that 


God would take me te Heaven, not ſo much becauſe 
he ſhould take me to Heaven, as that he might take 


me away. The Gentlewoman Hearing this new Ex. 


ceſs of my Love, immediately without the leaſt Mo- 
ments delay, took her Chair and Servants, and lay ing 
aſide all Conſideration of the honour of her Virginity, 
was brought ſadly weeping to my Lodging; and as if T 


had really been her Husband, came to my Bed fide, be- 
gan to embrace me, and beſprinkle my Face with her 
Tears, thinking my Sickneſs was cauſed by her Dif- 


dains, and that her Favours would alſo recover me. 
Oh! Vain Women! Who is ſo much a Fool as not 
to treat you as you treat us: I fick? I dye for Love? 
Are you in your Wits ? Are you the deſcreet Lady ? We 
ſhall fee preſently ; I ſuffered her to uſe her tender Ex- 
preſſions, let her cry and commit her Extravagancies, 
feigning my ſelf ſo near Death as not to know her. 


Now there were met together in this Room a great 
Company of my Friends, and Acquaintance ; and this 
feeming'to mea good Occaſion for my Revenge, throw- 


ing off the Cloaths from the Bed with great nimbleneſs, 


4 wed into the Floor, E dreſt. and not a little gal. 


lant, 
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lant, chen ſeated my ſelf in a Chair, putting them into 
no ſmall Admiration, and faid thus: 
Gentlemen, all this was no-more but a meer Drollery, 
an amarous Stratagem, I counterfeited Love, and 1 60 
but Waggary 3 I was bred up in Madrid not in the For- 
reſts of Arcadia, and have learnt to be aware of Mif. 
chiefs, by other Men's Examples. This Lady, who 
for a thouſand Excellencies deſerves Veneration, was 
the Idol of mine I loved her moſt cordially, and with no 
leſs Reſpect, and Caution; with a juſt end, and with a 
courteous and honourahle Intention: Now w hilſt ſhe 
ſuppoſed I equalled her in Riches, ſhe almoſt equalled 
me in Correſpondence z but when ſhe underſtood, that I 
came ſhort, ſhe took from me of her Love ſuch a pro- 
portionable Quantity as I'wanted of Eſtate. I reſented 
this, and having always been curious, and delighted to 
examine the Reaſons of Things I had a Mind to know 
what they were, which had frozen a Correſpondence fo 
pure, and ſo well defended: To that End I feigned a 
Sickneſs at my Heart, yet have ever had it ſound, for 
though I might ſometime have had wounds in it, yet 
Diſdains were a Balm which comforted and healed them, 
think not then that there can be any Love without 
Correſpondence, for tis impoſſible. One Love calls 
another Love, one liking Chains with it another liking ; 
.Contempts only produce Contempts; it is natural for 
every thing to begatits likeneſs. I was pleaſed with her, 
but not in Love; had ſome little Itchings after her, but 
not enamoured with her: in my Will I confeſs, I left her 
my Heireſs, but of Goods which I never was Owner of 
No ſooner did ſhe perceive me liberal, and rich, but her 
Love was re- -kindled, which had lain hid- amongſt her 
Kindneſſes. Do not ſuppoſe me Fortunate in my Loves, 
for I never was ſo: ſhe never pityed me as being the 
Doctor Cenudo; but as being rich, ſhe lamented me. It 
was not I, but my hundred. thouſand Duckats that en- 
amoured her. My Revenge might have paſſed forward- 
er, and T have married her, ſhe being rich, beautiful, 
and diſcreet, but that Reyenge would have been ſoundly 
0 my Colt; no, J am net Oe Wite that ERS = 
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The Foriunate Fool. reg 
ſor the falſe ſhadows of Wealth. You gave me the 
Name of Fool for my exceſſive Love, but you condemm= __ 
ed me without hearing me; now judge what you pleaſe 4 
of it, ſince you have heard me. | 
I had icarce ſaid this, when the whole Company burſt 
out into laughter, for till then, Admiration had kept 
them ſilent. The Fair Ingrate was ſo aſhamed at this 
Accident, that without ſpeaking a Word, covering her 
red Bluſhes with her black Vail, ſhe in all haſte went 
her Way. The Phyſicians came'preſently afterwards to 
ask if I was not yet expired; and ſeeing me well, 
{ware they would burn all their Books: But every one 


applauded the Action for the moſt pleaſant that they 
had ever ſeen, or heard of, 
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7; 0 Don Felix; the Fool pives Arent # bis 
Tove with Donna Dorothea, which was 
x” abe e principal Ocean of this Diſcourſe. 


"I TH this Converſation, the Doctor 88 

diverted his Sadneſs, which Don Felix liſtened 
to with great Attention, being delighted to hear the In- 
genuity of his Stories, and Newneſs of his Jeſts. And 
now that the Holy-Days were paſſed, it ſeemed an un- 
juſt thing that Donna Dorothea ſnould be cooped up in 
that Reſtraint, which coſt her Parents ſo many Cares 
and Tears. One Afternoon therefore, finding him in a 


better than ordinary Humour, and propoſing theſe In- 


conveniencies to him, he preſſed him, that he would 
tell him the Centre to which his Intentions were directed. 

But the Doctor, who with a fair Wind was under Sail in 
his Hiſtory, with the Breath which Don Felix had given 
kim, _by. Bir Silence. and Applauſe, ſware not to fatis- 
fy him in any thing, until he ſhould have heard the Reſt 
of the Story of his Life, which was but little, yet neceſſa- 
ry for the bringing. forth the Birth of his Conceit, that 
all his good Haps befel him for being a Fool, and all 
his Misfortunes for being a wiſe Man ; his Misfortunes 

tis true) were not many, becauſe his wiſe Actions were 

but few; but his good Fortunes were . becauſe his 
Follies were many. 

Don Felix agreed to his Propoſal, intreating kim to 
"be brief, in regard that the Caſe held him in Suſpence, 
and Suſpence is the Martyrdom of the Underſtanding ; 
the Doctor promiſed him, and proceeded thus. For- 
tune now called at my Door with a pleaſing Coun- 


55 - tenance, it ſeeming to her that in me by and ing 's. 


Fool, 
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7 he Fortunate Fool. "oh. 


© Fool, ſhe had ſuch a Miniſter of her Abſurdities, that 
© ſhe needed take no Care where I was, but might 


« ſheath up all her Croſſes and Troubles, at leaſt in the 
Province where I ſhould be a fooliſh Judge; fince I. 
alone was ſufficient for the Scourge of a whole Nation. 
* This blind Woman called to her Remembrance, how 
well J obeyed her being Teniente, or Deputy, when I 
* badly ſerved the King, and with this, her Confidence 
5 reſted ſecure ; for it ſeem'd ſhe more ſollicited my Ad- 
* vancement, than I my ſelf; but Heaven that hath as 
© many Eyes, as Stars to look after the Conſervation of 
the World; foreſeeing that it would remain idle, if 1 
© was permitted to be a Judge, and Man of Power: be- 
© cauſe I ſhould: not have left a Man alive, on whom it 
* might employ from thenceforward its Motion and 
© Influence ; therefore prevented the Danger, which 
© was now threaten'd; and that too, with as — 5 Pru- 
* dence and Generoſity, as it is accuſtomed. 

* It happened then, that being one Day in a | Bookſel- | 
© ler's Shop, near Sancta Cruze, I ſaw an old Prieſt 
© dragg'd away to Priſon, with great Severity, and 
© with the Aſenazzl or Bail; if, that carried him to the 
* Vicar's Priſon, went an ancient Man, who filled the 
: + Streets with his Clamours, crying, Ii is no Fuftice, Ii ht 


is no Fuſtice, that this ſhould be ſuffered among ft Chri- 


: « fans I came running at the Noiſe, and was ſcarce 
© got to them, when the Prieſt that was the Priſoner, 
* catching faſt hold of me, ſaid, *zrs he doubtleſ, alibo 


; he has a Beard, without Dueſftion tis he; When I, 


* faw my {elf embraced, and almoſt kiſt by a Man 


whom as might be gueſſed they were carrying to Pri- 
ſon for ſome henious Offence, I thought that he tax- | 


© ed me for an Accomplice in it, at which I was read) 
to loſe my Wits, and began to cry out, I am not, (I 
' wow, ) for I'm a Son of very honeſt Parents, and 
would not have committed what you. have done, for 
the whole World. © 

The revengeful old Man, he that made the Noiſe, | 
asked me who was my Father? I much more enflam- 
ed with Anger, told him, my Father was a very 

: | * Chri- 
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112 © The Fortuuate: Fool. 
* Chriſtian, and ſo taught me to be, and was as good a 
Gentleman, as who is beſt, and never was ſaid of 


him any thing that was not very holy and very credi- 
- table : They well know in Madrid who. the Licenti: 


V 


thing of Goodneſs remarkable in me, it is the being 
©. his Son; I had ſcarce ſaid this, when the ſame old 
© Manreply'd; He ſpeaks Truth, tis He, doubtleſs tis 
He; and coming to me embraced me very ſtraightly : 
I that was ſtill in my falſe Suſpicions, and believed 


% W fi 


to hold me faſt, and not to embrace me; began to 
< exclaim, ſaying, l take my Oath. tis a falſe Teſti- 
* mony, for I'm an honeſt Man; at. which the old Man 
that held me, broke out into a Laughter, ſaying 3 by 


* this Out- cry I. ſhould have known him amongſt a a 


Quire of Singing-Men, for ſuch fooliſh. Clamours 
©. could only come from Pedro Hernandez. Why Ne: 


© ©. phew (faid the Prieſt) leave off your Nelſe, and take 


- © notice that this Gentleman is the Executor of your 
Father, who died Judge of the Contratacion of Sewill, 
*: and comes to ſeek you out, to fulfil his laſt Will, and 


©. becauſe I. gave him not a good Account. of your 


. Perſon, they were carrying me to Goal. 


I begg'd Pardon for my Surpriſal, and after they had 
#. embraced me once more, we went to their Lodging 


together, ſending away the Bailif; where being 


come, and all quiet, the good Gentleman related to 


me, how that my Father, through the Deſire he had 
. *. of ſeeing Spain, and dying where he was born; had 
ſued for, and obtained a Place in the Contratacion of 
* Sequll; to which End, having embarked. himſelf, and 
put to Sea, that in his return Homeward, my Mother 
had dy'd, and he fell Sick ot ſo violent a Diſeaſe, as 
that in three Days after his Landing at Sew7/!, he alſo 
ended his Life, leaving me in his Will, the one half 
doof his Eſtate : the other being to be divided betwixt 
his other two Sons, which he had had in the Indies. 
II T ſhewed the Reſentment. due for ſo great a Loſs, 
and gave Signs of more than I really had: By which 


ale Don Diego Hernandez was, and if I have any 


.that they meant to apprehend me, and that that was 
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uh Fortunate Fool. - -Þ I i | 


to perceived, that when we lament ſome dead perſon, | 
we 15 not grieye for the Evil that hath befallen him: 
* for if he go to Heaven, he hath had none befallen him 
*atall; and if to Hell, neither doth he delerve to be 
_ © lamented for, ſince he hath what he deſerves ; nor ye 
if he goes to Purgatory, in regard he hath Hopes of 
Glory; we do not then bewail him, but our Want 
of him, and 1 we want him not, we never bewajl- 


him. 

| I, now ſecing that at his Death, he Le me well 1 
provided for, was not much affected; but yet remain. 
f * ed fad ; conſidering that a Man begins to die, Wuen 
. © his Father, his Mother, or his Brother dies'; they 5 
, "il © comforted me with diſcreet Arguments, but for the 

. * Comforts of an Orphan, there are none ſo efficacious + 1 
as Phillippus Hiſpaniarum Rex ſtamped on the dead | 
. * Man's Caſh which he leaves. 

. © Afterwards, when the Gentleman ſaw me 8 | 4 
7 © what comforted, 5 took out the Will, which he kept . "ml 
1 in a Cabinet, and paſſing over ſome. {nes 285 read. 1 
„ to me one which faid chus:“ 9 e 

5 NV D foraſmuch as Pedro Hernandez my. Sou is * 

4 \ Jonorant, a Fool, an Ideot, and incapable of.any A 
0 47 Imployment, or Trade, hereby to maintain him-" * 
d , and live handſomely in the World; I nale Provi- > * 1 
d %u for him before his Brethren aforeſaid, bequeathing - „ 


Vin the one half of my Goods : Aud I will and require - *Y 
dt one half of my Eftate be given him, and ferthat "IS 
rer a perpetual Inheritance, io paſs to the Iadeots, and 

= Fools, which Hall deſcend from my ſaid Son, and not 5 

ſo 1 the edeſt by any Means, OS. he ſhould be a Fool, " © 3 
it and uncapable: In Confederation that he hath a better” 
xt | {nheritance, more happy and mare durable, to evhom' = 
Heaven bath given Wiſdom ard Parts to maintain > 
15 himſelf, and raiſe him an Eftate. And whereas my." 
74 two Sons aforeſaid Diego and Ferdinando, are Per ſores » ? 
able and ſufficient to $a much Wealth; I deſire, and it 
is- my Will, that they content themſelves «with their Pro- 
por 8 > K 5 | "TW | 
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I 1. _ The. Fortunate Fool; . 


This, Sir, T had a mind to read to you, (added: he. 
then) that you might be comſorted; no leſs than full 
four Thouſand Duckats a Vear Rent, are thoſe, which 
for an Inheritance fall to your Share, all well diſpoſed, 
in good Order; for your Father (who now is in Hea- 
ven) ſettled his Eftate with much Prudence. 
© Here you ſee me Heir to four Thouſand Duckats. 
a Year, only by being a Fool; do you think this was. 
«©. an indifferent Action of my Father ? Be not fo igno- 
rant, for how could he. commit Follies who was a 
«- Judge? What is more juſt, than to ſuccour them, 
©: who cannot ſuccour themſelves ; z to leave Wealth to 
thoſe who know not how to gain it? To me, I am 
_< ſure, that Clauſe ſeemed the moſt juſt, prudent, and. 
_ ©- holy that ever was made. The Executor and my 
Uncle having inſtructed me in all Things concerning, 


my Eſtate, and the Means which I ſhould uſe to re- 


« ceive my Rents ; afterwards the one TIE to Se- 
vill, and the other to Odon. 7 
Then ſeeing my ſelf Maſter of lar” Thoufand 
« *Duckats a + Year, I ſold all my Law Books, and. 
* ſware never more to follow any Imployment relating 
to that Faculty whilſt I liv'd. Now you are to know, 
that among all my Glories, the greateſt which I ever- 
« deſired, was to be eſteemed by all Sorts of People; 
and this ſprang from the great Eſteem I always had 
of my ſelf. The Reaſon wherefore I call it, the 
' © -oreateſt of my Glories to be eſteemed ; is, becauſe 
Eſtimation or Love, as it is founded on meritorious : 
«© :Parts, is a Sign, . that the Man who is eſteemed or be- 


© Joved, hath eminent ones. Rich and great Men can- 


„not make this Trial, becauſe a rich Man may be 
« .efteemed for his Riches, but not for his Perſon, and 
natural Endowments ;| Love may entertain it {ef with 
his. Gallanrty, Omament, and Power, which being 
10 ſplendid and beautiful, beget more Eſteem and Love 
than their Maſter, who perchance is a dull .Coxcomb, . 


and one of no Parts. Amongſt great Men there is 
0 ce fame. DEE. DEE the bo which tn a a | 
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I encountred both thele. Davgers, and was nh 
©: troubled to think, that being a Judge, or. being a rich 
Man, I knew not whether or no I had any true 
Friends, or that I had only forced ones; I feared Þ 
ſhould live in a perpetual Error with my ſelf in reſpect 
of falſe Friendſhips, wherein great Men are loſt, 
know nothing but Flatteries and Adulations. 80 E 
- withdrew. my Hand from my Pretenſions at Court, 
©: and laid it upon my Eſtate, coneraling with. ſo great 
* Artifice, that no body but you, thinks I am any —4 
©: than a poor Doctor: On this manner I enjoy all the 


2 1 s of Poverty and Goods of Riches, without 


**taſting the Bitterneſs of the one, or of the other: IF 
at 955 Time T'ſaccour the Neceſſity of ſome Friend, 
as I have not the Opinion of one that hath much to 
© ſpare, tis entertained with more Gratitude ; if I give 
any. Thing, it ſeems more than what it is, my low 
Fortune being conſidered. There is no cunning Thief 
*. meddles with me; at the Report. of my, not having 
Means enough for my ſelf; no Woman deſires me 
for a Husband, although ſhe may wiſh I was her 
« Gallant, thinking I have not an Eſtate ſufficient to 
keep her a Coach; theſe and other Conveniencies * 
enjoy, by concealing, my Eſtate... 

I I keep two Servants of my own Humour, faithful, 
and ingenious 3 I have the Houſe that you ſee adorned. 
«:with Pictures and Books, which flatter my Gouſt; 
no one hath yet ſeen it, I Prune not any. body: to 80. 
into this inner Room... 

In the midſt of this good 8 I fell in Tope 
with Donna Dorothea one Morning, being St. Jobs's. 
Day, as ſhe was walking like a Nymph, on the 8 
"qr he * Manzanares, to affront the dun's Rays with, 
*-hers ; and having her Hair diſheveled, playing. with, 
'ithe gentle Winds, I ſaw her near 5 Park, and 


: Hi oth ſwear. ſhe was going, a hunting, and her 
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116 . Firtunatt- Fodl. 
© Eye: did not belie it, ſince they made me their Prey: 


Ee 


What need Bows and Muskets if there be wounding 


„Eyes? What needs Military Preparations, if — 
© be beautious Eyes ? ſuch were hers, and they w 


* doubly valiant, in regard they Kill'd, and kill'd : "5 


„ yarns Expence of their Forces; her Glances were 
_ © ſafficient for any Deſtruction. | 
The Time of the Morning, which now had raiſed 


© Penus above the Horizon, ſeemed proper for Court: 


Ges * ſhip, and opportune for the admitting of Lovers amo- 


© rous Careſſes ; I took Courage, ſpoke to her in that : 


© wanton Stile, which the Babes of her Eyes prompted 
me to I found, I know not what welcome Recep: 
tion in them, Which affured my Hope ; I followed 
b ber, learn'd her Houſe, the Quality of her Parents, 

and all other Circumſtances; yet thought it not con- 

© yenient to court her in Publick, my Age and Pro- 
© feflion requiring the contrary 3 ; but found out a Trick 


how to viſit her by Night; for ſhe and her Mother, 


were great Friends of a {eG of my Kindred, and by, 
© this Means I eaſily had Acceſs to CLP - fo, that that, 
< paſſed for Courteſy which really was Love. | 
Six Months are now expired, fince I have Wielt 


led with her Dildains, and that with ſo much Cauti- : 
on, as not only my Rivals, but even ſhe herlelf,, 


knows not how far the Empire of Love is extended 


«| over me. I was fearfal'of incurring the like Hazard, 


as L did with my | d:/eree! chaſtixed Miftreſs, who. 
6: becauſe I declared my ſelf briefly to her, though cun- 


6 ningly, ſhe, from her Grace and Favour which before 


e-] enjoyed, utterly caſt me of, and forſook me; as 
«ſhe did in the Event her own Credit and Honour. 
J therefore ſpoke to this, lovingly, but with fo many 
c ſeveral Faces, every Semence; that if ſhe had a 
45 Mind, it ſhould appear Courtſhip, ſhe might make 
© it appear Courtſnip; 1 1 Courteſy, ee if . 


„ Love. S 


One 'Chriftmas Night I came to her Houſe, at a 
s Time when ſhe and her Mother were getting into a 


5 Coach; 1 ſeeing them ready to go oy would 
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not * to them, but age up into the 'Coach- 


box, and the Coachman getting upon one of his 


© Horſes, as it is uſual, left me his Place, ſuppoſing me 
to be the Gentleman uſher of thoſe Ladies; I laid my 


* Ear to the Window of the Coach whilſt we were go> 


ing towards the Carme/ites Church, and heard this 
* Diſcourſe :: Why hath not (ſaid the Mother) this 
* fooliſh Doctor been here to N ight > but he is elſe- 

* where playing the wiſe Man, I'll lay my Life on't : 


£ What a tireſome Coxcomb he is? Is it poſſible any 


one ſhould think to overcome us by meer Arguments, 
© as he does? We are Women, not Concluſions. In- 
© deed (faid Donna Dorothea) he is of a pleaſant Humour; 
* I am confident he is now. making Chriftmas. Carols 
* for ſome zealous Nun of his Acquaintance, for it is not 
© poſlible, but ſuch a talkative Man muſt needs be a 
*- Dewoto.of the Nuns. What a confident Fool is he of 
*. Whimſies ?: He believes that with every Conceit he 
©. ſubdues. a Heart: *Tis a Wonder to me, to thinle 
that in ſo much Scholarſhip, ſhould. be couched ſe 
* much Folly : Then how does he bed-rivel his Chops 
at every Word; God deliver me from ſo flegmaticle 
a Fellow; For my Part I am perſuaded, he expects 
* at every Sentence, the Auditors in his Applauſe; 
. ſhould anſwer with an Amen. Has this Man 
Meat to his Mouth, reply'd the Mother, ſurely if 
he had any Thing to keep his Teeth in Imploy ment; 
© he would not be fo vain : "Tis meer Hanger forces 
him to this. 
* Nay there is _ in the World, Gid Domus Do- 
rothea, like the hearing him pave my Head and Face; 
with all Kinds of Stones; the other Day I kept Ac- 


count, and found that I. had by his Reckoning in my 

6. 72 Cheeks, Lips, and Hair, above an Hundred 
precious Jewels. I aſſure you (ſaid the Mother at that 
_ © in a great laughter) he courts thee for Marriage, what 


© fine Folly. is this ? He is wondrous. wiſe, certainly . 


» he knows not that the Licentiate Campuxano, has 


fewer Words and more Deeds: Come, came, that 
Man is tolerable z Who he be but a . a 
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© need of; in good Truth J reſolve to tell him my Mind, 
© fince he hath told me his, and we will ſtill ſtrike up a 
© Match with him, out of Hand-; theſe Matters admit 
© of no Delay; for Men there are, who in the Morn. 
ing will be mad for Love, and after Dinner more 


hard- hearted that Pharoab ; to morrow he'll - come 


„to give us the good Chriſtmas, and in good earneſt 
© we will take it, and will make up the Match ;- for 


thou art now grown — ant it is a Shame 


thou ſhouldſt be without a Husband. . 
At this we came to the Church where they went in 


to Mattins, but I, in the dark, ſtaid at the Door, muf- 


* dee with my Cloak, and in a brown Study; finding. 

f more touched at her ſcorns, than enamoured 
5 -of. her Beauty, therefore projected my Revenge, an 
thus it was: When they came forth ;- the Coach- 
man was not there, for he was gone to the Hermitage 
* of St. Martin hard by, to clear his Throat with à 
« Glaſs of Wine. Pedro, ſaid they, bring the Coach 
*- forward ; I got up into the Coachman's Place, and . 


brought the Coach for them to come in, they en. 


*. tred and drew the Curtains, for it was now paſt two 


* of the Clock, and they feared the Sharpneſs of the 


* Air; I drove on the Coach, being full of Rage and 
g pite, and leaned back my Ear to have drank in more 


© Undeceivings, but they poke not a Word, for they 


were both nodding. - 


Seeing them in this Caſe, inſtead of carrying them | 


© to their owns Houſe ;- I brought | them to mine, by 
the back Door, which in regard it is on the ri 200 


Hand of this Street, and ſeems in the Porch ſorge⸗ 
what like theirs; beſides what might a little excuſe 


them, drowſineſs alſo deceived them; ſo they alig hted 


* came in, and 1 preſeacly ſent away their Conch, by 


one of my Servants, with Command to leave it at the 
Door of their ole ; and after that the other 


© had carried aſide Donna Dbrsrbia into a private Room, ; 
| TOP _e 1 me handſome 7 75 OY . r Mother was | 
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« ſen home in a Chair, in the very ſame; manner: as 
the . Licentiate Campuzano related to us here. 


Since when, you have heard and ſeen, all that 
© which hath happened in this Room; particularly the 
* ſecond Day of Chrifmas, you knew the State of the 


4 Fears of Donna Dorothea, and of her Parents, I 
know all that already, ſaid Don Feliæ, and therefore | 
+ admire. you have ſo little Regard to what is due to 


©. the Quality, of this Gentlewoman, that you ſo en- 
danger her Honour and Credit, by a Way, From 
* which you dra w ſo little Profit. It ſhe ſhall get any 


* Blemiſhes in her Reputation, ſaid the Doctor, and 
not deſerve them, letit be at my Coſt: I will falve 


them up by marrying her; but if ſhe merit them 
* how am I faulty? This is Revenge, not ill Viage 5 
* Defence not Injury. 
What do you mean to do with her, (faid Don. Te | 
ix) that you are become ſuch a Tantalus, with your 
4 Temptations before your Eyes? I am in Labour (an- 
ſwered the Doctor) with a Thouſand Thoughts; Goll 
direct me ſor the beſt. I, my Friend, am a modern 


5 * Philoſopher, and that you may not think it ſtrange, 


© you muſt know, that what the ancient Impoſtors cal - 
5 led Philoſophy, the ſevere Caſfilians call Sloathful- 

© nefs.- Now I am of this Sect, and ever have an Eye 
g to my Quiet and Eaſe; at all Times when my Na- 
ture inclines me to any Entertainment, before 1 yield 
my ſelf for conquered; I make this Compact with it, 
and ſay to it, take Care that I may be Maſter in my 
Delights, and that you give me Pleaſure, without 
Counterpoize: Matrimony tis true, is a holy 
Thing, but more holy is Martyrdom, and ends the 
Life; ſeeing then this Sweet attended with ſo much 
Bitterneis, I made a Hault, drew forth my Feet, and 
2 4 toldany Nature, '*twas not this 1 ſought. for; and 

yet I am not fo free, but that I feel ſome Reluc- 
A 3 1 1 which ſuffers me not 40 0 _ 
0 
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12060 be Fortunate Fool. 
I could willingly thruſt my elf into help Martyr: 


” « low; being thus pricked forward with Love, as 1 


am; if 1 might find in Donna Dorothea, any Spark 
of that Glory, which we call Correſpondence, which 
© could we but be ſure of, I hold it for undeniable that 
Marriage would be the moſt pleaſant and happy State 
of Mortals. 
This is my Calm, this is ; my:Suſpence; ; for Proof of 
© this, I ſpend all my Diſcourſe , and for this Reaſon, 
I keep the Delinquent Priſoner, until ſhe ſhall have 


| © ſtood the Trial of her Offence, which is great; for, 


for her to enamour. with Ingratitude, is a Crime of 
« Falfity, which is committed by adulterating the Seals 


of Love, ſince nothing can enamour without Love; 


© and ſhe hath enamoured me, counterfeiting Love. 
Give me leave, ſaid Don Feliæ, if you pleaſe, by the 
ancient Friendſhip which we profeſs, that I may call 


© Foolery what you have ſtill'd Philoſophy, and may 


prove, that this, which you eſteemed Diſcretion, and 


have taken ſo much Pains to expreſs, is a moſt abſurd 


Folly ; for what Excellency, I beſeech you, in your 
Perſon can you pretend, that this Lady ſhould bear 


you Love? You'll ſay, becanſe you are an underſtand- 


ing Man; and it may be too, you'll ſay a Gallant, 
But let us top upon the firſt: Either ſhe is wiſe, or 
elſe ſheis fooliſh ; if fooliſh, ſhe's blameleſs, becauſe ſhe is 


uncapable of making a good Election; or you are not 


her like, ſince you are Diſcreet; if ſhe be wiſe, with- 
out Doubt ſhe will not affe& you; - becauſe ſhe will 
conſider, you have the Repute of being a poor Man, 
or becauſe it is the Misfortune of the Wiſe, to be al- 
ways envied of the Wiſe. Have you not obſerved that 
Men of excellent Parts, have never been admired by 


others of excellent Parts; becauſe every one would have 
the Glory to himſelf, not ſome Share of Glory, but 
- the grand Title of Prime, Excellent and Only; beſides 
| - we never deſire what we poſleſs.; if this Gentlewo- 
: bad be diſcreet, why ſhould ſhe deſire a diſcreet Ho 
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1 you were a Fool, and thauld not ſpeak a Word 


to her, but what was in Commendation of her rare 
Qualifications and Endowments ; ſhe would have Reaſon 


to eſteem you: For what Preacher is there who hath not 
a greater Kindneſs for that PFellow-brother, Who fits 


ſleeping the one half of the Sermon while, and the other 
half ſtudying Compliments to applaud it, then for ſome 


oreat Maſter, who carries away from him both the 


Glory and Auditory. Yet this Baſeneſs the moſt wiſe: 


Men have, that they know: not how to make way for 


their own Praiſe: unleis they trample, upon the Heads 


of others ; they carinot paſs forward, without ſtumbling | 


on him that goes before. 

Your good Countenance, for wo WR not en- 
amour her; becauſe hers is ſomewhat better, and 8 
leſs Beard. This you muſt conſider, if any Thing 


make her in Love, it will be the ſeeing ſome excel > : 


Thing in you, which ſhe hath not, and ſhe a Mind to 
have it; for all Deſires are ſo conceived : But you 
have been ſo great a Coxcomb, that having four Thou- 
ſand Duckats a Year (which might make four Thou- 
ſand Maids fall in Love with you, becauſe *tis a beauti- 


ful Thing, and what every one has not) you not only 
have not boaſted of them, but have rather concealed ' 


them. Of what then do you complain? Study how 
to make her in Love with you, and fly not from one 
conceit to another, for ſo you will be accounted-but--a 
Madman. 

You ſay ſomewhat (ſaid the Doctor very 1 
you ſay ſomewhat ; this Conceit hath not ſeemed ill to 
me, for *tis new, handſome and diſcreet. Be confident, 
you have ſpoken a Thing, that were you a Stranger, 


would qualify you for a moſt incomparable Man. Tam 


confidering on it, and at every Inſtant it ſeems better and 


better; I ſay, *tis very well ſpoken ; with great Rea- 


ſon certainly you are my Friend ; for there ought to 
be a Sympathy in Wits. I now Field my ſelf conque- 


red, and confeſs I have been a Fool; and from this 
Moment, reſove to declare my Mind fully to Donna 
Dorothea, nd. to muſter up all thele Advantages, | 


Where 
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where with of Force, I muſt make ber in Love with 
me. E 
* But becauſe chis Yoke of Marriage, - is + wont to en- 
% ure all one's Life, I would be glad to build on ſuch 
1 Grounds; I will examine this Gentlewoman before. 
hand, to know if Madrid hath not infuſed its Follies 
Into her; for I have heard (of I know not what Phi- 
" oſopher) that the Earth hath alſo its Influences; the 
Tough, breeds rough ill natured Perſons ; the ſmooth 
and pleaſant, thoſe that are mild and pleaſing : And 
Madrid as it is a plain Country, promiſes a plain eaſy 
Diſpoſition, which gives me ſome ſmall Encouragment, 
That I will allow you to do, with all my Heart, ſaid 
Don Felix, and leaving him now leſs heretical in his 
Opinions, he took his leave for that Time, offering, 
with Earneſtneſs his e to * ee unt 
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5 CHAP. Vi” 


"th Doctor makes T Hal of the C is 
FN Dorothea. 


vo N Ela, ſeeing he began to get the upper 
Hand of the DoQor, by Force of Arguments; 


aſſumed freſh Vigour and Courage 19-froſecute his Con- 


queſt ;. and one Day determined to ſpeak. boldly to him, 
taking Confidence from his Victory in the paſt. Encoun- 
ters. He went then, carrying, in his Head his Deſign 
how to leave him reduced; ; and found the Doctor with 
a little Book in his Hand, and with his Eyes fix d on the 
Joiſts of the Room ſo diverted that he never faw 


his Friend enter, nor regarded his Courteſy, but was | 


ſpeaking aloud theſe frenzical Words: ; 
Not without Cauſe, Oh great Son of Venus; . 


| nerous Heroe l The moſt eloquent, the moſt. high, 


the moſt polite, and moſt exquiſite of all the Poets, 


celebrated thee ; not without Cauſe, thou meriteſt the. 


Pen of that Swan, whoſe Song is no Conjecture, nor 
preſage of Death, but an Aſſurance of Life ; which 
kills not, but rather immortalizeth.” This ſame is an 
Exploit! This is a Victory! This is a Triumph ! I 
mean not to have trod with a ſcornful Foot, on the 


daring. Flames of that Fire, which did not parJon the 


very Braſs 3 not to have eſcaped the devouring Jaws of 
Scylla and Charybdis ; not the going down to the dark 
Iſland, the Kingdom of Miſeries; not to lull aſleep the 

Dog of Hell, to entertain and play. with its Furies, and 
to affright its Guards ; not to have vanquiſhed ſo many 
Armies, and in a ſtrange Country. In all theſe Actions 


he had Competitors : Des eſcaped the Dangers f 


ths. Sea With: fewer Mariners: Hercules and Orphbeus 
= 2 2 went 


— 
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went 1 to Hell, and both without the Help of 
Witchcraft or Induſtry of Syb:i//: Alexander made the 
moſt remote Kingdoms his own by force of Arms: But 
to fly from a lovely and amorous Woman, who _ 
her Beauty and her Charms, lays as it were an impreg-_ 
nable Siege of Diamonds; none hath done it, but chow | 
O valiant Zreas ! Thou alone, thou alone, deſerveſt 
the ſounding Monument, the ſweet Pyramid, the nu- 
merous Eternity of the moſt incomparable Virgil. Oh 
that I might imitate thee-! Oh that I might give Occa- 
ſion to the Spar; Wits ! that with equal Deſire, if 

with leſs Fortune, they might, from time to time, from 
Generation to Generation, declare this my Valour to 


_ © Pofterity ; yet there ſhall an Age come, wherein my 


Story ſhall ſerve for Terror and Admiration; the aged 
Father ſhall tell it to his hair-brain'd Son, to animate 
him by my Example to deſpiſe Love: The ſage Hiſto- 
rian ſhall write it amongſt the Marvels of this Age, and 
ſhall put Applauſe and Remark in the Margent with 
glorious Attributes, to ſo high a Work. But whether 
go I ? The Heavens I fear will not deliver me to the 
Memory of Men, with ſo much Advantage, to be ap- 
| plauded and commended. for my Wit; 1 all certainly 
incur the Hazard of being accounted a Fool in future 
Ages: They will call Dullneſs in me, what in Afneas 
appear'd to be greatneſs of Courage; and yet, that is 
not what Ambition ſuggeſts to me. 

But Pardon, great Poet, for now 1 anderfiand thee ; 
Now I know that in the Cloſets of thy Imagination, 
thou called'ſt his Determinations Follies ; It was a Dex- 
terity of thy Flattery, that undertook to lay Heaps of 
precious Stones at his Feet, who deſerved to be ſtoned ; 
thou flattered'ſt Auguſtus at that time, making him be- 
lieve it was a glorious thing, to be reckoned in the Rank: 
of his Predeceſſors; herein was a Maſter-piece alſo of 
thy Wit ; it was the Gallantry of thy Eloquence, with 
falſe Colours to extol naked Trunks, barren Deſarts. 
And yet Claudian pleaſes me better, being a leſs 
Flatterer and more free; he introduces Pluto, whe in 
the midſt of his blind Empire, asks a Wife of Jupiter, 
| | . 1 with 
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with the Lads of a Brother; and forgetful of the 
Inequality between his Kingdom, and thoſe of the other 
| Gods; he is only envious, he is only angry, at the Ad- 
vantage they have of him, in having Wives: This he 
5 as in Recompence of his Troubles; With this 
i he thinks, he needs not envy the Sea, nor Heaven, the 
: Kingdoms of his Brothers. What Heaven like a Wo- 
. man, beautiful, diſcreet and pleaſing ? Here the Eyes, 
i portray the Stars ; ; Here the Hair, reſembles the Light 
- diffuſed Abroad; The ſweet: Voite imitates the Charms 
f of their Motion; andall the whole Appearance, illuſtra- 
by ted by a courteous Pleaſingneſs, is the Picture of the 
0 whole Heaven, when molt Serene 
y Don Feliæ had ſcarcely heard him finiſh this Rapture, 
d when, laughing heartily, he came to the enamoured- 
e 
J- 
d 
h 
* 


Doctor, and taking him by the Hand, ſaid: This is 
what I fay, this is my Theme, pray let us underſtand 
one another better; you are in haſte to come to your 
deſired Ends betimes, yet ſeek Ways to go about to- 
them. Make an End, Sir, why do you deſtroy your 
bo ſelf with your Conceits? You might have learnt Expe- 


* rience from the Evil, which threatens you, for being 
y. Wile; fince you have never been ſo by Neglect in all 
0 your Life, which has not left you a A for 
2 TER 

13 Tis not long (reply d the Doctor J. fince I was big 


with this Thought, and curſed my Fortune, for bringing 
” my Judgment to this Eſtate of Perfection; for I aſſure 
n, you, I paſs my ſolitary Hours, the moſt troubleſomely. 
1 with this my Judgment, ſince it is become Doctor, as. 
af - can be imagined ; for having i it fo lively, ſo ſwitt, and- 
ſo clear; nothing can be concealed from it, it compre- 
hends and penetrates all Things, The Caſe ſtands-ſo 
with me, that I ſhould do much Injuſtice to my Love, 
if I ſhould think to avail my ſelf by Diſcourſe, I con- 
feſs it poſſeſſeth me wholly, inſomuch that it leaves no. 
Place for Reaſon, wherein to employ it ſelf; You who 
are free from my Paſſions tell me, not as a Friend, but as 
a Law-giver, your Judgment in this; and 1 7 Dou 
are taking in your Hands, 1 little foſt Wax plyable _ 
. 3 
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diſpoſed to receive any Impreſſion or Form ; for I « can 


. promiſe you no ſmall Hopes of my Cure, ſince atleaſt 
| it is prudence to confeſs, that I my ſelf have none, and 
, obediently to ask i of you. 


Don Feliæ taking hold of the Liberty that was given 
him. There is only one Trial (ſaid he) of Donna Dorothea 
to be made, which may give you any trouble; and that 
is to know if ſhe be fickle, or conſtant. Let this be 
the Trick ; fhe thinks already, fhe is in ſome Noble- 
man's Houte. You may feign your ſelf to be the Ger- 
man Ambaſſador, and invite all your Friends to Dinner; 
ordering them that they come cloathed like Embaſſa- 
dors of feveral Nations, as of England, of France, of 
Savoy, of Venice, and of Pera; you may make them 
a ſplendid: Banquet ; and let it be in a Place, where ſhe 


map peep and fee it all, and believe it to be real; this 


being done, let me alone to tempt her; as for the Reſt, 


the Effect will ſhow. 


The Doctor embraced him for this Plot, and ſo welt 
approved of it, that he ſaid, By the Life of the Empe- 
ror, this is whatT could have wiſht for; and gave him 
in Charge to invite the Gueſts, and provide them with 


Cloaths at ſome Stage- Players. Don Felix did ſo, and 


the next Day eight merry Blades met together in a 


Room, which was richly dreſfed up, where they all fat 


. down at the Table in great State, to an excellent En- 


tertainment ; and it was pleaſant to ke how well their 


Diſguiſe became them. 

In an inner Room ſtood Donna Dorothea at Bo- Peep, 
accompany'd by Don Felix, the counterfeit Steward of 
the German Embaſſador ; ſhe was aſtoniſh'd and almoſt 
diſtracted to ſee her ſelf in that marvellous Slavery, 


which Don Felix perceiving, ſaid, *Tis now high time, 


Madam, that you ſhould Know the End which Your 


Admiration may expect. 
 Arnaldo Boni my Lord Kiba nder of Germany, fell 
paſſionately in Love with your Beauty, one Day, when 


by Chance he ſaw you, deftroying the Gallants of the 
Prado with it; and being ſtraightned betwixt his De- 


1 5 and 9 5 e N of his Office, that 
0 TS woulck 


The Fortunate Fool. LE 
would not permit him at your Houſe, to wait on you, and 
court you in Obedience to his great Love ; he determined 
by means of Servants and his Friends to fteal you away; 


which he did as you know too well, it having ſince coſt 


you many a ſad Tear; yet would he not force your Will, 


for it is no Glory, among ſuch great Princes, to uſe Vio- 


lence in Love: Therefore above all his Ambitions he de- 
fires you will account him for yours, and amongſt other 
Pledges which he gives youas a Teſtimony of his Love, he 


delivers you the excellent Furniture, which you ſee adorns 
his Houſe ; and promiſes to make you ſo rich, that you 


ſhall be coveted in Marriage, by more than a few Gal 
lants ; you are Diſcreet and cannot chuſe, but fee, that 
in gaining ſo much, there's nothing loſt. Y 

It ſeemed Don Felix infuſed Shame in at her Ears, 
not Words, by that which filled all her Face ; but af- 
ter it had given her Leiſure in her Breaſt, to ſend forth 
her Breath at her Mouth ; with many Arguments inter- 
mixed with Tears, (which not to make ſad the Hearer 
I forbear to relate) ſhe made Show of her noble Spirit, 
and of the Greatneſs of her Conrage ; telling him, that 


Germany had not Treaſures enough, to recompenſe the 


leaſt Neglect of her Chaſtity. Don Felix added Threats, 


| but it was but to add Snow to her; for they all found 


her but more frozen to his Sit. 
The Steward left her, with Geſtures that threatened 
ſhe ſhould fare worſe for this diſdainful Reſolution; and 


coming to the Doctor of Germany's Ear, he told him 


fomewhat in fecret, which invited the Curioſity of the 
reſt of the Embaſſadors, to take Notice of it, particu- 
larly that of the Great Turk; who holding a large Cup 
of Wine in his Hand to pledge a Health, ſaid, I ſwear 
by Mahomet not to drink. this Health, till I know the 
Cauſe that holds your Excellency in ſuch Sufpenſe : 
The Doctor (fitting hid behind a huge Pair of Spectacles, 
which covered his whole Face, and yet there remained 


| Glaſs enough to have ſerved his Neighbour) gave a good 


Thump upon the Table, with which he threw down all 


en the Ground, and feigning a deſperate Paſſion, began 
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to cry out, ſaying ; Bring me her hither, bring me IA 


hither preſently, for I'll have her beheaded. 


Don Felix came like an Executioner for the 
Gentlewoman, and had but little Trouble to bring oo 
for Fear had almoſt ſtruck her dead, that ſhe could only 
ask Don Felix, if the Ambaſſaderf was a Chriſtian or 
not ; and then was brought to-the Tribunal, juſt at the 
Time that the German was tearmg for Anger a flaxen 
Beard, Spick and Span new, which a little before had 

coſt him a Crown; when Donna Dorothea ſaw ſo violent a 
Choler, ſhe thought ſhe had the Knife already at her 
Throat; and ſhe thought not much amiſs, for the German 
na ſooner ſaw her in his Preſence, when ſnatching up a 


Knife which by Chance he found amongſt the Fragments 


of the ruin'd Table, he went towards her, like an enraged: 
Monſter; but the Ambaſſador of France who was a 
handſome Man,. and above all a Courtier and Servant of 
Ladies) with-held his Arm; by which means, for that 
time, he ſuſpended the Sacrifice. 


They all then cry'd out, wherefore i is this Diſturbance ? 


Why is all this Uproar, before ſo many illuſtrious Per- 


ſons ? At theſe Reproofs the German Ambaſſador was a 
little calmer, and intreating their Attention, began 


thus: 
I.. by neglect, fell (not long ince) | in Love with this 


poor pitiful Wench ; ſtole her, and offered her the rich - 


eſt Jewels which I brought with me from Germany ; but 
ſhe is ſo fooliſh, and ſo ſtupid, as ſhe anſwers me, That 


my Nation hath not a Jewel which can deſerve her. 


This is it, that puts me beſides my ſelf; let therefore the 
mole Sober, the moſt Prudent, and the moſt Temperate 


of you all, judge what Puniſhment ſhe deſerves ; and 


let him firſt conſider that this would be, to give Place 
to too much Liberty; if it ſhould be permitted, that an 
inconſiderable fooliſh Woman, ſhould ſtand it out a- 
gainſt an Ambaſſador, and with fo much I e 
to inſiſt upon her Libert 7. 

Scarcely had the German Ambaſſador ſaid this, when 
by ſtrange Geſtures, and myſterious Signs, they all gave 


to underſtand, that the Crime was notorious, and wor- 
| Tp 
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thy exemplary Puniſhment: ku after a little Pauſe, 
the Perſian Ambaſſador who was an Eunuch, or at 
leaſt appeared ſo to be, ſaid, That it was very impor. 

tant towards the publick' Good: of all Nations, thats 
that Woman ſhould be torn Limb from Limb, for being 


every one of the Ambaſſadors ſhould carry away his 
Piece, to terrifie others with it. Another alledged, thar 


it was not needful, becauſe there were not in the World 


any more of that Humour. | 
The Englifb Ambaſſador (who was a Gentleman of 


a pleaſing * mild Aſpect) ſaid, That not only ſhe did 
not deſerve Death, but rather an immortal Statue of 


ſhining Braſs to be'ereRed in her Memory, for being = 


the only Contemner of Money. He of Venice was for 


making a Nun of her, and drawing out of the Cloyſter 
in her ftead; the firſt Nun that ſhould come to Hand. 

On this Hazard, ran the Life of the diſdainful La- 
dy; and after the final Debate, it ſeemed the major 
Part conſented to the taking away of her Life, in Re- 
gard ſome had been for the putting her into a Nunnery: 
and ſome for tearing her Piece meal, which in Effect 
was all one, The Sertence therefore being thus de- 
creed, the Steward carry'd her from thence ſo diſmay'd, 


and fo ſeized with Fear, that Death had almoſt playd 


his Part already with her; and whilſt the Puniſhment 
was preparing for her, the Ambaſſador of Germany 


made an Oration to the Muſtrious Semgee on this man- 


ner. 


ought to do; yet neither Time, nor my kind Treats + 
ment, have beef? ſufficient to work her to favour me; 

there's no Braſs ſo hard, as her Obſtinacy.z wherefore 
ſceing that no Intreaties, nor Kindneſs could prevail: 1 
betook my ſelf to Threats and Violence; Yet did but 
flatter my Imagination, to think that Fear could do 
more than Love; fo that one remains as much aſhamed, 
25 the other is deſperate. - You have now been Wir 


| Moſt wks ne” faithful Friends, I es defieed 5 
mis Lady (the Honour of our Age) with a perfect Loves 
Jhave acquainted her with my Defires, like a Lover? 
and have confirmed them, as a Perſon of my Quality. 
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les of tier 6884887 and Courage more than 9 
- She hath paſſed ſuch a Trial, as might be ſaid to equal, 
if not excceed, that of Lucretia and Portia. But tis 
my Misfortune, that I was never in Love with any 
Woman, tho? of never ſo mean a Condition, nor never 
ſomuch unacquainted with Courtſhip, who became notcol- 
der than Ice to me. A thouſand times I have been reſolv- 
ing to compaſs my Deſires by marrying, which although 
It 6 a hard Chapter, I ſhall do but as the Patient, 
who ſuffers his Arm to be cut off, to preſerve his Life; 
Mine knows not how to get Reception, where this my 
\ Enchantment is not: But her mean Fortune contradicts 
this Determination; ſhe's a poor Woman, a Woman of 
a contemptible Quality; and yet that's not to be 
. conſidered, if ſhe be Diſcteet, if ſhe be Beautiful, 
if ſhe be Conſtant and Chaſte, above all - thoſe 
whom Hiſtories celebrate. He who thinks that Riches 
and Ornament of Soul and Body may be found, in one 
only Subject, little knows the Freaks and I rregularities of 
Fortune; ſince he obſerves not that ſhe very ſeldom di- 
ſtributes her Treaſure amongſt Perſons of the greateſt De- 
ſerts: Now he that hath bat the leaſt Grain of Under- 
ſtanding, may eaſily perceive that this being ſo, tis a 
happy Choice which employs. me, in the fovereignand i 
chiefeſt Goods; not in thoſe which look on Things va- 
riable, and inconſtant. For this Reaſon I aſſembled 
| you, for this Reaſon I made the ſhews of Anger which 
| ſo much have aſtoniſhed you. The boaſting of my 

5 Greatneſs by my Wealth, and by my Cruelty, was not 

EY enough, to ſhake her conſtant and- firm -Breaſt: What 

A greater Teſtimony can there be of her. Virtue ; and of 
the Happineſs of my Choice? Tell: me now your Opi- | 
nions; for although you think you ſee me. byaſs d, and 
altogether iway'd by my own. Appetite, I am. not fo 

much, as that it denies me a. better Judgment, and. more 
prudent Counſel. 

„ + They al applauded che Doctors Management of, 5 
Plot; with great Signs of; Admiration. Is this the Fool ? 
cries one. How few (ſays another) have we In the. 
Ws ſo ingenious as this Man 2: e PI. 
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third, be has a notable Head piece of his own. Thus 
was his Doctorſhip commended, and extoll'd by all the 
Monarchies of the Univerſe ; Who, at laſt conſulting 
together what was fitteſt to be done, in this Buſineſs; 
unanimouſly agreed and thought it convenient, to un- 
deceive the afflicted Bride, by the Mouth of Don Les 
xardo ; and that calling together the Friends and Kind- 
red of both Parties, the Match ſhould be made up. Af. 
ter which the Ambaſſadors took their Leaves, and the 
Bridegroom remained well enou gh contented and Aen. 
ſed. 

Now for a Poet, or one War bath bot at ah time 
ſpoken with a Man, whoſe Genius lies that Way, to be 
able with lively Colours to paint out and expreſs, the 
moſt ſweet, the moſt amorous, and moſt excellent Con- 


verſation, that ever Lovers have had, fince Venus and 
Adonis, to this a Age. 


O Muſe! if at any time, for Spight, or fir thy 3 
Piega thou leſteſt off to be a Virgin; and out of Cu- 


rioſity didſt permit thy ſelf, to be carried away with 


the alluring Thoughts of Love; if thou wert at ſuch. 
time, at any amorous 'Parly ; Now is a good Opportu- 
nity to enjoy thy ſelf; now thou may'it make Oſtenta- 
tion of thy Skill, and glut thy ſelf with thy Pleaſures, 
But Jabs | Poet will ſay, What has this Fellow to do to 
conjure the Muſes, ſpeaking in Proſe? What need hath 
he in Proſe to invoke the Muſes Aſſiſtance? Il condition 
Poet, if my Proſe were as flat as thy Rhymes, thou 
would'ſt gueſs a- right. But I muſt tell thee, Poeſy 
conſiſts not in the gin gling Sound, but in the Loftineſs 
of the Spirit, and {0k of the Words. 
Venus was rilen upon the Horizon, and ſome what 
ſcornfully had turp'd her back upon her Gallant, the 


Sur diſperſing her Loves amongſt her Rays, of which 
our Doctor had no need, and yet it ſeemed he drank 
them down. But this might be his Thirſt after theſe 
bold Attempts. He went then, or rather his Affections 


carried him to the Lodging of the Confus d Dorothea, 


Whom he found fad and much afflicted. Our Gallas 
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ſaluted her in 3 a fawn 1d Bend as manner; 


as a new-com'd Suitor + ea could not at firſt call 
him to her ny 3 2 0 Stories of her late-paſt 


Fears, had ſo diſtracted her; but hearing his Voice, 
ſhe: knew him by it, anſwering him, with a courteoys 
and troubled Geſture; and no ſooner was ſhe able to 
move her Lips, when ſighing and lamenting ſhe faid ; 
are thou perchance, the i 84a that theſe B . 
ans have deſtined for my Death? Pray come near ; 
come, for I perceive already that you are joyful, to ſee 
the revenge put into.yaur- Hands, of my Modeſty 'and 
Reſervedneſs, which you will call Ditdajin : But hear 
me, I beſeech yau, e're you execute the rigorous 
Stroke; and take notice before hand, that it is not to 
leſſen my ee but only to vindicate hos. Ke 
tion. 

The Doctor was about to reply. taying, "he came 
| with a different Pur rpoſe; but Dorothea, nad i in ſuch 
Sart her Imagination x poſſefled with Fear, that even up. 
on her Knees, with Intreaties, more than of a Woman; 
the did beſeech him, with Wen Tenderneſs, mT he 
would hear her little. 

He not glad at this Revenge. (kid te). which in Ef. 
ſect is not ſo, in Regard it falls not upon an Injury: 
you have courted me ſome few 'Months ; . vo have a 
Oomplaint againſt me, and a great one, that I have 
made no return to your Courtſhip. or Deſires: Tis an 
unjuſt Complaint, for you have either deſired me with 
liceutious, or with modeſt ends: As to the firſt At- 
tempt, no Reward is due, it deſerves no Gratitude ; for 


ꝛtis a manifeſt. Injury, with a Mixture of Treaſon; ſince 


it conceals Villainy, under the Covert of F latteries : 
To the ſecond all is due, but with Modeſty ;, and in this, 
I have correſponded with you, Which is the forced Eecho 
of a modeſt Courtſhip.” 


Had it not been an e eee of 1 my. 15 3p "3 


' ſhould have ſhowed my ſelf eaſy, then when I had raiſed 
in you an Imagination of my being impoſſible ? — 
Had I not injur'd you, to ſet a low. i.ſteem on what you 
your ſelf had fo much extolld ? And if this be pure 
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Love, oh 


will ſay, there can be no Love without 
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cove: Joes not its ſelf alone reward him Who enter 
it ? ſince tis ſo noble that it illuſtrates all, and leay 
none any Cauſe of Complaint ; by being of its own felt 
a Reward, as all other Virtues are: For it was a Pro- 
vidence of Heaven, not to ſuffer its own Pledges to be 
rent in Pieces, and thoſe alſo the moſt divine ones, by _ 
leaving them to the inferiour Iuriſdictions of Fortune z 


whom Fooleries and Errors do for the moſt Part pleaſe 


by Sympathy; and whom good Actions diſpleaſe and 
vex, by her Antipathy to them. 5 

Perfect Love is enjoyed and rewarded only with loving. 
which is no vulgar Reward ; for he that loves intire 
Perſections (according to the Laws of pure Love) doth 
intimate, that he himſelf alſo hath ſuch Perſections; 
and illuſtrious Fame is attained, by loving thoſe wha 
merit illuſtrious Fame ; all other Avantages are likewiſe 
acquired by admiring ſuch as have thels Advantages 3 
Now is. this any Reward ? Does it give any ? You 
8 and yet 
you will not ſay ſo, if you underſtand Love, I mean 


legitimate Love; Love that merits this Name; not that 


adulterate, with a counterfeit Name; which can boaſt 
no ſuch Prerogative, as to be free from Hope and Fear, 


as ar this can; which neither hopes nor fears, becauſe it 


enters into the Fruition of what it deſires immediately, 

ſo ſoon as it is born. This gave it the Title of a Deity 
in the Golden Age, when Hearts were more pure; then 
they called it a God, becaule its Miracles ſeemed to be 


the Privileges of a God, and amongſt others, this of 


making it ſelf Poſſeſſor of all it defired, only by defiring 


it. A Man did then only defire to love; he loved and 


poſſeſſed ; which had not been Love, if he had defired 
more; at that Time this Fury was but a Sport; this 
Martyrdom but a Paſtime ; becauſe Courteſy gave Laws, 
to whom ſhe was rightfully the Law-giver ; impoſed 
Precepts which Obedience executed. z and there was 


nothing ſo hard as not to obey. 


Now revenge your ſelf, if you find TR have 
comply'd with what I owe, that, that might not ſeem 


| deſpair, which is misfortatie ; with this I ſhall die more 


MN. contented, 
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än 
Contented, though more complaining. Here her 
22% Tas ceaſed, and her Eyes began to do what ſhe had 
done, they turned into Pearls like her ſelf, no leſs win- 
ning, nor leſs precious. Oh ! how powerful are Eyes 
to perſuade? How they can flatter, threaten, or com- 
© The Gallant at this remained without Arms, ang 
comforting Dorothea, aſſured her, that he came not to 


take away her Life, but to give her his; ſhe coming . 
better to her ſelf, although in great Admiration ; '%. 
as there is no Grief which leaves idle the Curioſity and 
Deſire of knowing in Women, ſhe asked him the Cauſe 

of that Novelty, who had brought him thither, or what 1 


Buſineſs he had with her; which he ſatisfied as well as | 
he could, with fine Words, acquainting her that it had . 


been he who had ſtolen her away, who had kept her ü 
concealed, and who had fo affrighted her; mixing now | 


and then her want of Love, to ſweeten the Fault. Po 
Thus he gave her a full Account of all his Chimeras, 
and told her of nothing fo largely, as the Secret of his 7 
Riches, his being Maſter of tour Thouſand Duckats a , 
Year, and the Occaſion of having kept them private; 7a 
this he repeated many Times, as if every Crown had 5 
been a ſhield in his Defence; expecting that his Miſtreſs | 
would have ftretched out her Arms to have embraced 
him, that the Fortune which he brought with him, 
might not eſcape her; and coming nearer prepared to 
receive her: The Lady with a reſolute Courage, gave 
him ſo great a Stroke upon the Breaſt, that he fell flat on 
the ground, with his Head aking ſomewhat more than 


i 


Mlethinks (Friend Reader) I ſee thee amazed, croſ- 
ling and bleſſing thy ſelf; which I ſhould not at all be 
Aiſpleaſed at, if I did fo for the joy I ſhould have ta 
know that thou art a Chriſtian ; for I promiſe thee, I 
have fo ill an opinion of thee, that I doubt whether 
thou art one or no: and if thou doſt examine thy Life, 

thou wilt find it all along but ill intentioned, 
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Thou ſtandeſt laughing at the Fable, and layeſt, ; 
what a new faſhion'd Arctalhgue is this? But yet I know _ 
not if thou wilt ſay ſo or not; for it may be thou canſt = 
not tell what an Aretalogue is. Here, wilt thou ſay, is PE. 
a fine introducing of an accompliſh'd Lady, and one 

that is.a Maiden too ; to whom, after he had feigned 
that her Servant hath been making Boaſt of his Riches, = 
and that he hath acquainted her with his Deſire to mar 
Ty her; nqw he feigns to us, that ſhe is diſdaintul, and 


> 


breaks his pate with her Fiſt, _ 


o . 


The Caſe is; this is no Fable, ſpeak civilly if thon 
knoweſt how; for I am not a Man that am uſed to ies 
This is a true Hiſtory; and ſo true, that when I think 
on it, IT am vex'd at the Soul with this impertinent 
Doctor, and will keep him all the while I can, down 
on the Floor, in Revenge of his miſchievous Jeſts; and 
whilſt he's complaining and bemoaning himſelf, at th s. 
coltiſh Trick; I'll have a fling or two at the. 


* 


Behold thou, who (in thy Lifetime] admireſt nothing 
that thou heareſt or ſeeſt, becauſe thou thinkeſt that this 
| would be to publiſh thy Ignorance ; I tell thee that the 
ö Natures and Difpoſitions of Men, which they calleſt 
their Fancies, are very different in the World; and the 
World hath not any Thing ſo beautiful as this Variety. 
every one acting and diſcourfing according to his Incli- 
, nation, or we „„ 
: Oh what a Secret I have told thee! and what a Trea- 
- 
n 


ſure 1 have given thee, if thou knoweſt but how to em- 
bowel it! I have pointed thee out a Thing, that were 
Ja foreign Writer, I would rather make thee run mad, 
than reveal it to thee; I would put it into Cyphers; 1 
would procure help of the Abbot Trithemius his * Sze-- 
gonographia 5 I would command thee to purge with He- 
lebore, and afterwards would leave thee as wiſe and un- 
ſatisfied, as thou wert two Hours before I found thee. 
But I am better natur'd, thou ſhalt know then that in all 
moral Diſcourſes, and in many of the Sciences likewiſe,. ' 


V or the Art of ſecret Writing, Printed at Darmftad, 1621. 
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the difference of Opinions, has riſen from the Difference 
of the Inclinations of Writers. 

The Law is a Faculty, which errs moſt of all, in the 
Diſconformity of Opinions ; becauſe it hath more of 
_ Morality than any other. Our Underſtanding, if it 
were free from this Embaraſment of Fleſh and Blood, 
without doubt would always hit exactly upon the Truth; 
for it naturally hath Ideas, Notions, of Forms of it, 
which ſerve it inſtead of Originals; inſomuch that ſeeing 
it painted out in any Diſcourke, by comparing it with its 
Draughts, it knows whether it be that or no; but what 
Hinders or moleſts it, is the Affection proceeding from 
the Intemperance of this Veſſel, wherein it is either 
Preferved or ſpoiled. - 

I ſhall do ches a great Kindneſs, to tell thee, that the 
Intemperance of Affections, does not ariſe only from the 
Diſproportion and Diſcord of Heat and Moiſture, (as 
the Paripatetiques ſay) but from the Stars; which, 
according to their Motion, Site, Aſpect, and Nearneſy 
that they have; do influence on us Affections, Vices, 


and natural Virtues; conformable and like to their Mo- 
- tions, Qualities and Natures. - 


The Underſtanding then guided by the AﬀeRtions, 
diſcourſeth always like to the AﬀeRions, after the man- 
ner of a flattering Friend, (which thou mayeſt call diſ. 
creet) who talking to thee, concerning that which gives 
thee moſt Pleaſure, applauds and admires it, be it never 
fo ill contrived and prepoſterous, Thou Will better un- 
derſtand me by Examples. 

A Man is born an Epicure, altogether a Friend K 
His Delight, of good Liquor, and a plentiful Table; he 
is of a pleaſant Converſation, peaceful, quiet, always 
mindful of his own Tranquility ; and ſo careful in this, 
that he's never troubled at the Death of his Kindred, 
the Misfortune of his Neighbour, nor the Poverty of his 
Friend: The Ambition of Glory, never diſquiets him; 
he's drawn out by Force amongſt Tribunals, and to pub- 
tick Solemnities; and unconcerned at the Government 
of the Common wealth; in fine, the Man is wholly For 
the e of his as . and procuring OT 


** N 


nd ever far from any other Care. Put a Pen into his 


write ſomething that may ſerve for a light to others, not 


by a blind Man. 


ing out to him, that to ſerve is againſt his Laws; that 
born to obey ; and being guided by his harſh and cove» 
calling to Mind ſo many Reaſons, as ſtand laying before 


ſections, maintains that there ought to be ſlaves. 


Clouds, and Darkneſſes of the Underſtanding 5 as to 


. Slavery and Servitude, Diſcord and Deſtruction; are 4 
unjuſt unleſs it be where there is no other Remedy, and. = 
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Hand, counſel him that in Regard he hath ſo good an 
Underſtanding, is fo pleaſant, . and fo ingenious ; he 


chiefeſt Goods, and being only inclined to his Delight, 


that Affection which this Inclination imprinted in him © 
treats him as its Scholar, or its Servant; and cauſes, 
that his Underſtanding flatters him, and gains a full 

Empire, even in the moſt ſacred Place: In the end, 

he writes, that the chiefeſt Good, is to regale, and 
Pleaſe one's ſelf ; and from thence he runs into a Thou- 
land other. Errors, as one that ſuffers himſelf to be led 
born altogether wedded to his Reſt; 


Cen is bo er 
wholly given up to Idleneſs ; he writes of Vices and. 


Virtues, and puts down Mercy for a Vice; command.- - 22 


ing expreſly, that no wiſe Man harbour it in his Breaſt,. 


decauſe it pays badly for its Lodging, aud diſquiets too» ' | 
r » PA TOM | ; 


Up ſtarts a covetous and Severe Lawmaker, the very- 


Diſgrace of Nature it ſelf ; he finds natural Reaſon cry-- 
Men were born to command, unleſs they be Fools 3: 
who . becauſe they know not how to command, were 


tuous Nature, finds out Arguments, that it may be Jaw- 
ful, for ſome Men to ſubject others, and to he ſerved by 
others; to kill, and to deſtroy them; and without 
him to the contrary; being become a ſlave to his Af. 


Vet there will one Day ra Man fo pure from all | 


declare, That the greateſt Good of Niortals, is Virtue ; 
becauſe it is a certain Part of God: That the Tran- 

oflity of che Mind, conſifts not in the pampering and 
elights of the Body: That Mercy is a Virtue: Tha 
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1 The Firtunate Fool, 


for avoiding of greater Evils ; That Reaſons of State, 
for the moſt Part have ſomewhat in them contrary to 
the Taw of God, whereby they are diſcovered not to 
be Reaſons. + VVV! 
ou need no clearer Demonſtration, that Opinions 
"moſt commonly are 2 88875 by the Affections; than 
the finding it eſtabliſhed by Law, that he incurs the pe- 
nalty of Death who ſhall ſteal his Neighbour's Goods of 
Fortune; and of Baniſhment, he that fhall wound 
another: And in former Times, in the ancient Laws, 
2 Buffet, or Blow on the Face, was puniſhed (in Spain) 
with the Value of little more or leſs than eight 
Royal. That a Buffet, the higheſt of Injuries, where 
it ſeems the Works of God are defaced, by the Hand 
of the Agreſſor; when by Sacrilege, the Soul is pro- 
phaned, which appears with the greateſt Glory in the 
Countenance ; and that to be chaſtiſed with ſo flight a 
Penalty! The Buffet, I ay, which ſtains the Honour 
and Reputation for ever, to be ſouldred up with Money; 
and Money puniſhed .with the Gallows, or an Ax! 
Money ſtolen is not contented with leſs Revenge than 
Honour and Blood; and yet Honour and Blood, are 
Tontented with Money, and ſo little as can ſcarcely be 
called Money, who doubts that the one Injury was not 
3 than the other; by how much the good of the 
y and Soul is greater than that of Fortune? Thus 
have our Lawmakers had ſuch ill and vile Aﬀec- 
tions, as that they have judged quite contrary to 
Reaſon 3 and yet thought themſelves ſo wiſe, that 
they put this for a Law, and left it recorded for 
Which being conſidered, never marvel at this No- 
velty of Dorothea, ſince it contains a Myſtery, and 
perchance Wiſdom ; for it is not of Neceſſity, that 
that only ſhould be infallible and without all Scru- 
ple, which the Vulgar admits of; believe me, for 
the moſt part it ers: And if all the Vulgarities, 


3 5 
$ * > 


About Half a Crown. OT 
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which this evil Beaſt hath contrived, were laid open; 
thou wouldeſt ſee how many Ignorances they contain 
and how ignorant thou art in following them. Now 
if thou thinkeſt that this is Sophiſtry, or Force 
Arguments; there's a good Remedy : 
1 Maiden, in whom Reaſon ſpeaks withou 


Won wilt remain well atified, © 
' V 1 * 5 . 
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CHAP. vIL 


be Doss. carries on the Diſcourſe, and the 
' Hiſtory is continued ; therein the Fool is 


made wiſe, 


T. Wills could be ſold (faid the Singular Damoſel) as 
other Goods are; mine would run the Hazard, of 
being triumphed over by your Friends : But the 
Laws will not ſuffer that Things ſacred, ſhould be ex- 
poſed to Sale; becauſe he that ſells, contemns, and 
 MAights, as declaring that he hath no need of what he 
ſells ; or atleaſt, that he eſteems more the Price, than 
the Jewel. The Will is ſacred, therefore expect no 
Sale of it; it may ſometimes ſuffer it ſelf to be alie- 
_ nated, I confeſs, but not into prophane Hands; only 
Into thoſe of another's Will, againſt which no Privi- 
. Jepes avail, by Reaſon of the Equality. — 
Vou, Sir, have no Will, nor Love, 5 can 
ftand you in ſtead, towards the promoting what you 
| pretend to, I ſee it in your AﬀetCtions ; for, for you to 
_ endanger the Loſs of my Reputation, to bring me to the 
very Point of Death, and to threaten Violence; fa- 
vours more of Abhorrency than of Love. You know 
this Affection but ill, if you call it blind, and think to ad- 
vantage your ſelf, by the Piftures which repreſent it to 
you, with a Scarf before its Eyes, amongſt your Com- 
Trades; ſince that is no Emblem of Blindneſs, but 
an Evidence of its having the very property of a Lyax : 
In regard it acts what it will. a deſpight of its Scarf; 
Hoodwinked (as they fay) it procures its ends; this is 
then the Glory and "Excellency of the Eyes, to work | 
 Blindfolded. - | 
I will never yield up my ſelf to that Man, who aſſiſts 
'himſelf with Power and Deceit, to conquer good liking 


dat I efftem more of my ſelf, naked of theſe Goods 


ot. 
z 
* 


- 


and Loyalty : Neither would I have you to think, but | 
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affronted, and mocked, had {ſp much tranſported her, 
had not the Doctor interrupted her. It you have 
thought (ſaid he) that there can be a durable Love 
without correſpondence, you have been deceived. Ne- 
ver fear, Madam, never fear, you ſhall be beloved 
with exceſs, when you can abhor with exceſs: I con- 
feſs my obſtinate perſiſting herein, hath done me but an 
ill Offce, and branded me for a Fool, for defiring one 
Who cared not for me, but this hath not been without 
_ . miſtakes. Whilſt I had hopes, I engaged my ſelf in 
all occaſions, which might aſſiſt me towards the obtaining 
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"" Note bi 244 | 
of which you boaſt, than of you ö with them, 


for if at any time, they are to be eſteemed, it is only 


when they ſerve to celebrate ſome pretty Stratagem, not 
when they attempt to call out for Empire, and to re- 


* Subjection. I ſhall live happily with him who 


be my Equal; you eannot be ſo, becauſe you want 
as much to equal me, as you exceed me in Riches; 
fince therefore for them you are ſuch an impudent 
Clown, pine away, and die without hopes. 
She had faid more, the ſenſe of ſeeing herſelf thus 


What I hoped for, but now that inflead of Flowers, I ga- 
ther Thiſtles: Now, I ſay, that I diſcover your deceit- 


7% 


. ful humour, and that your Coldneſs is not Modeſty, but 


meer Hatred: Never believe, that I ſhall be fo Marble- 


Au like, as not to change, and be ſenſible that from hence- 
forward it is Diſſimulation, what hitherto has been Love. 


If ſome Suitor ſhould at any time trouble you with 


Bis Courtſhip, after he is repulſed, or diſcarded, do not 
believe that this is Love, for it is but a perfiſting to 
trouble you: Neither. accuſe him of being facil and 


Changeable, if he doth not Court you ſtill, for this is 


= Courtthip and tfot Coldneſs: He obliges you, in not L 5 
- ſeeing you, if he thinks, he troubles you, when he 


ſees you. Von may be certain, that in all this, you 


|  haye not run any hazzard, in your reputation, for here- 
7 od you ſay) my Love hath been a Linx, fince it hath 


ked ſo carefully after it. Return home then to your 


own Houſe, and ſuppoſe that you are Miſtreſs of this 


when 1 15 A * * * * 


which you leaye, —J 


your: n entred into it, ; Ind the kao, you have 
3 to command it. 
He had no ſooner ended this, when calling: a couple 
of Servants, and whiſpering privately - to Don Felix, 
Who came with them; he took leave of her, not W 
out Admiration of thoſe who beheld it. 5 
It being now night, they carried her, or rather ſhe walks 
ed Home, waited on by Don Felix, and other Servants, 
| Who: as they were inſtructed by the Craf?y Gallant, left 
her in the Porch of her Houſe; where we'll alſo leave 
her, going in, and crying for joy, with her Father, 
Mother, and Kindred, to their great Satisfaction: It 
not being my intent to trouble my ſelf, with painting 
out tears, nor whinings, ſince e Matters call me ; 
another way. 
Fame divulged this Heroick AAion of the Doctors 
amongſt his Friends, who put a high eſteem on him for 
it, and there was none, who did not Graduate him ſor 
an Ingenious and Wiſe Man: The Chronicler alſo be- 
ing his Friend, was a help in the Augmentation of hie 
Applauſes; ſo was Don Felix, for he at no time related 


it, that he did not extol him to Admiration: He would 
ſtay ſometimes to tell the eonceit, and then annex a - Hun- 


-dred other pleaſant ones to accompany it. Fortune 
ſurely bears a ſhare, in things that are ſpoken well, 
and in Actions that are nobly performed, and diſtributes 
good or evil Fame, amongſt us, as ſhe doth her other 
goods. The Doctor's increaſed like Froth, nor was 

chere any diſcourſe of Mirth, in which (without nam. 
ing the Perſon) he was not talked of. At the Report 
of this Story, a certain Lady would pretend, ſhe could 
not endure to hear of it: This worthy Lady, Madam: 
Fantaſtical, would not forſooth, allow by any means, 
but that Suitors ſhould: remain conſtant to- Eternity; 

notwithſtanding all the ſcorns and frowns which often' 

diſtract ſome, and almoſt deſtroy others of them: Her 
fancy truly carries no Reaſon with it, if ſhe likes not to 
ſee a Love made, or marr'd. in ſo ſhort ſpace : : Let her 
therefore (I adviſe) improve her opportunity, or ſhe may 
ſtay till Crabs grow at her nn. * to 
3 her Whimfy. | Al 
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. l. 143 
All the Doctor Friends were one night met together, 
at his Houſe to make merry, and to have a Game at 


the Play called * E/ Hombre, or the Man; Some play. 


ed, others looked on, and the Doctor happened to be 

E. Hombre. One, amongſt the reſt, who was a pretens 
der to Wit, and delighted more to quibble'on the talk,” 
than mind the Play, being unwilling to loſe the oppor- 
tunity of ſhewing his rare qualifications, ſaid: It is 
with reaſon, Sir, for you (as truly as any in the World) 
may ſay you are a Man, ſince the ingenuity, - which 


you of late days have ſne wn, is much of a Man, and 


of a very diſcreet Man: They took occaſion then every 
one of them, to commend him, running on in that Sub- 
je a good while, which at laſt was cloſed up; all con- 
cluding that this had been the moſt diſcreet Action, 
they had ever heard or ſeen. The Doctor ee . 
and with a grave look) checked them; and afterward: 

told them: Tis well, ſaid he, you jeer me with this, 


for diſcretion, I being ſo cry'd up a Fool: ſuppoſe it 


rather a thing inconſiderately done, or elſe attribute it 


to my Love's leaving me with ſuch eaſe; for this is 
_ alſo the property of Foo 


ls. Here they were all in a 
Hubbub, and with a loud noiſe, not without ſome Oaths, 


made him believe he was as wiſe a Man, as was in 


all the Walks of San Felipe. One of them that was 
à pleaſant witty Fellow, ſaid: This is no ill fcruple, 
which My. Doctor has objected, he may well be jealous 


of his Reputation, and I find no other remedy for it, 


than to Graduate him a wiſe Man, fince we have a- 


mon git us Doctors of Diſcretion, here are Poets, here 


there's nothing wanting. 


are Criticks, here are F/atterers, and here are Wits, 
I accept the Favour, faid the Doctor (with a cheerful 


Countenance) with all my Heart, that we may leave off 


this Play ; for 'tis a terrible thing for any Body to be 


EI Hombre, tis enough to make one tremble with Fear, 
and in the Upſhot it will coſt him ſome Money. 


© A Game at Cards, | 


hy. 
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This is a very old Complaint, ſaid another, and we 
can do no leſs than give you your Degree; yet do not 
ſuppoſe it done on a ſudden, without Forecaſt; for 1 
have brought in writing the Laws, which you muſt keep 
to be accounted vi/e. Then it ſeems, ſaid the Doctor, 
you came not to make Trial whether I am a wiſe Man 
or no, but to dub me one, as they dub a Knight: Tru- 
ly this is the moſt certain and caly way; for I aſſure 
you, there are few in the World, who merit the De- 


| cd wiſe Man; but juſt as at the dubbing of 


Knight; what famous Actions he hath done, are 
not looked after; tis ſufficient if he be able to ki 
any, and that conjectured too by his Anceſtory ; and are 
contented for the.preſent, with inſtructing him, what he is 
to do, to comply with the Order of. Knighthood ; ne- 
vertheleſs this is a great Honour, and worthy of much 
Eſtimation : So ſhall I likewiſe remain highly honour- 
ed with your dubbing mea wile Man, ſince at leaſt you 
aſſure - me that I may be one; in regard you fee ſome 
glimmering in me. 

Let this ſerve for an . ſaid one af the briskeſt, 
and taking a Book called Lee de Fega's Plays, he 
made him kneel down upon his Knees, giving g him 
with it, three Blows on the Forehead, ſaid, Doctor 
_ Ceneuds, wilt thou be a wiſe Man? To which he an- 
ſwered, I will. Then he added the other, God make 
thee one; for 1 cannot. 

All commended. the ceremony, and the Prefident 
gave Command that every Man ſhould fit down in his 
Order, to hear the Conſtitutions of Diſcretion. | 
_ Here happened a great Diſpute betwixt the Poets, and 
the Pretenders to Mit; which ſhould have the chiefeſt 
place: The Bazchehors of the Silver Order, Dewvoto s 
of the Nuns and Ladies, conſidering upon it, ſaid, that 
to them it was rather due, as being the very Map of 
Diſcretion: But the Preſident or Chair-Man determined, 
that they ſhould give the chiefeſt Place to the Poets, be- 
cauſe though they knew not Diſcretion, at leaſt they 


taught it. In the End, being all. ſeated, the Conſtitu- 
tions were read une to this Effect. 


Laws 
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Laws. 4 CONSTITUTIONS | 


DISCRETION, | 


E Diſcretion, Queen and Ms ref om all the 
7 Univerſe; To you the wiſe Men of the fir 
* laſs, Nowices of the Aa. Order of Knowledge, Un- 
1 and Words! Know that Relation 3405 been 
made to us, of the Exceſſes and Abſurdities which ſuch 
of you as are Lowers of pleaſant Converſation, ao com- 
mit, and have committed, by inventing new Ways 
ſpeaking and doing; from whence hath reſulted, and 
Kok reſult great Damage to all human Wit and Scholar- 

+ Wherefore for Redreſi of your Diferders, eve do 
able and ordain the following Laws, which you Kean | 
know and hep under Pain of | our Difpleafire,, | 


N the firſt Place; Becauſe 8 hath fark 
© Þ © us, that the having a bad Tongue, being a buſy 
Cenſurer of other Men's Actions, is not Wit, but ill 
Intention; and that notwithſtanding the Faults "of 
Men are many and grievous, the ill Tongue does but 


only relate them we ordain, that ſuch call not them 
_ © ſelves, nor may be called Diſcreet, but meer Fools for 


© ever: And that without Suſpicion of Malice, any 
one may impute as many more Faults on ſuch III- 
© Tongues or Back-Biters, as he or they did relate with 
an ill Intention: For the Delight of this perverſe Peq- 

ple is founded in the procuring Comfort to themſelves, 
in Reſpett of their own Faults, by relating other 
'« Men's ; and for certain they would not ſeek for Com- 
= * utileſs cares were Comfortleſs. 


3 en, 
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Erbe Fe Fol. 


fem, That every Man of civil Languge iy 
© doubly be call'd both Wiſe and 3 


N Ac pt be 


9 


c Tem, That no Man who is about to be mais. 
or is in Love, may be Wiſe, during the Time that his 
4 amorous Fits ſhall continue, on pain of being accounted 

2 * a \ Coxcomb,. and a Flatterer. 


wy, That no wiſe Man keep in his Houſe the Acade- 
my of Compliments, nor any Formulary of Letters; 

neither write aſter the common and ordinary ſtile of all 
Men, decauſe we ſhall think that he knows no bet- 
ter. 


1 * 25 * 


ä And 3 we are informed, that in the Viſits 
of Courteſy, or Compliment, there are committed 
many notable and groſs Abſurdities in unneceſlary 
Queſtions? Wecommand, that it ſhall not be Lawful, 
to aſk any handſome Woman, or any that thinks 
her ſelf ſo, if ſhe be in health ; becauſe. to doubt it, | 
is as much as to fay, ſhe is 3 1 


for A bs 0 6 "Tag 


* That, there being two or more Viſitants, come in 


* at ſeveral Times; he be obliged to go away firft, 
* who came in firſt; ain of three Years. being 
< eſteemed a Clown; or el ee as our e | 
< ſhall think fit. 


1 * : 2 8 
* x ory 


* That to ſuch Viſits of San no aka! may 80 by 
Night in a * coloured Cloak, in a Band, nor with 
a Buckler; on pain of being accounted a Phy Fel- 
low, and one who can invent no better Diſcourſe, 
than of his own Valour, and Achievements, 375 


(LIT 8 


= © That no one preſume to boat; that he is of 4 * 
3 5 ee Conſtitution; ; ; thinking thereby to make ys 


4 15 


F * 8 * This is the Night Garb of fuch as would | in Spain be edcem- 


ed Faluntons o or Hectoxs. 


\- 


% * believe, he 3 very brd wh he be hollow ena. 5 
beetle brow d, lean jaw 'd, and thin bearded z. or ſhall 


*. have but little Money in his Purſe: for ſuch have - | 
Licence, not only to be "hoops but alſo. to 2 
6 * boaſt of it, 7 ; „ ** | WO 


That none ſhew. Courteſy. to one that ſneezes} 

: ſince he deſerves it not: Foraſmuch as we are in- 
formed, by grave Phyſicians, that ſneezing is an ex» 
pulſion of humid Excrements, and wy W 

* of Excrements is ne. 

K That no diſcreet Man, ſhall Frag to hag hank. to- 

5 make handſome Legs, Dance, Sing, nor Play upon 

* any Muſical Inſtrument, neither to ſnuff. a Candle, 


* cut a Melon, nor carve a Fowl : "RES ws penalty of- 
being ſuſpended from his Office, | 


; * That they Speak, nge with Thrum ends af Poetry;. 5 3 
155 nor Raptures of Rhetorick: but Chriſtian-like, as = 

© their Conſciences ſhall diate, and as a ie . ä 
4 lache are dead and gone). did teach them. LP 


: 1 That they keep no ſet hours for Dinner, Siren ; 
> | © going to bed, nor rifing, but that the Appetite, and 
e « Will, to one and the other, appoint the Hour. . 


That he believe nothing that ſhall be told wi uns 
y © leſs. it be a Myſtery of Faith; but we give leave that 
h © for Courteſy, he may OTE chem. e 5 believes. 
J. * all they tell him. f 
5 © That he change his Ge at any time, accord 5 
© ing as he ſhall ſee the Seaſon hot, or cold, without 6 
e- _ © conſidering whether it be Winter, or Summer, becauſe 
us C that Day 4 18 really Summer, Which. is ts and _ | : 1 4 
= 4 + ex Which i Þ_« cold. 1 ä 
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The Pippa Pol. 


fem, We command to blot out of the Wiſe Men's 
. © Vidobulary „ all Ontlandiſh Words, as Latin, Italian, | 
Portuguexe, Gallgan, and Moori/o, Foraſmuch as the 
© Spaniſh Language of it ſelf is Copious, Neat, Sweet, 
* nd the moſt Polite of all other Languages. 


That they wear no Jewels of Diamonds, nor F me- 
© alds; when they can wear them of Glaſs and Pebles, 
in yd they are Cheaper,” and ſhine all alike, _ 


5 « We charge the Conſciences of Format eue chat 
© they Cool not their Wine at Chrifimas, for ſome there 
are, who, when their Bottles are ſo frozen, that tis 
© a Wonder to ſee, the Wine 1 as cold a as an de ng 
5 e yet cool it more. 


« That no wile Man dare to have Oer ti a Lit: 
* tle Forehead, Flaxen Hair, nor a Round Face 3. on 
Pain that no one ſhall know him. 


That if, being 3 in viſit with "FP Perſons of FQuali- 
ty, there ſhould be brought to him a Letter, and he 
by open, and read it dee e We do abſolve him 
* of the unmannerlineſs at the very Inſtant, becauſe he 
« may not ſtand i in mr and be Done.” 


#2 


: 


20 That no diſcreet Man aſk any Perſons wa hey 
4 have eaten, nor tell them what he hath eaten, be- 
2M cauſe theſe ain are ow fit for CIR, . 


© That they talk not to one is concerning new 
Faſhions of Cloaths, and Dreſſes; ; lince this is re- 
if * ſerved for young ä 


T phat he mind not old | Superſtitious Fables, OY | 
nor Southſayings, on pain of our Curſe : And We de- 
© clare for Publick Fools, any that commit ſuch aCrime. 


on That none believe that there is Virtue in Stones, 5 
= anleſs they be Diamonds, Rabies, or Emeralds, and 


. * 92 * r 
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other Precious Stones, which are fold 4a or — 

* thoſe which being thrown, brain an Enemy: Nor in 

Herbs, but ſuch as the Apoibecaries ſell, fince thay „5 

have the Virtue to make them Rich: Nor in Wor 

ah * except they be Promiſes, which an have "Virtue 15 
„give dead d 


Let them not be Boaſters of dieir Blood'o or Lind 
© by any means, nor meddle in reckoning up their 
« digrees, or bragging of their Gentility, on pain of bes - 
ing accounted his: OT 5s 50 of in Ins - 
*- tention. 


And becauſs ſome hold it r an mh and o 
nament of Speech, now and then to throw out an Oath; ; 
We declare them for Fools, founded in Blaſphemy 3 
and command 1 gr Me enter not into any” civil 0. 
o 9 


© That none peak il of Wm ben 4 . 
ſerve it; conſidering it is but ill „ ad „ 
not ſold off of 25. except it be praiſed. | 


That no one e preſume to here a Mache l. Line; : 
though it ſhould coſt him the not being married in all 
his Life; for in our Council, ſhall be taught him a 
Trick, how he may live without one Conn: the other. | 


oy 


That he ſeek not Preferment to - | -Olices; without” 8 
Favour 3 3 nor court a Lady without Money, 


EE, That no Body know from himſelf he wies dab 
that he know it of all. 5 | 


25 


N 


The new made wiſe Man promiſed Obedience to the- 
Laws, and began to appear one, amongſt his Friends 


| that Night; giving them a ſplendid Supper, where the 
Fa of the Jeſts, was no leſs pleaſing, than that 
of the Diſhes ; of which I do not make any larger 2 8 
5 e for ſear on provoking thy as to 

y | | 

F 


Ng Ts 


- „„ 


* =] 
2332 5 


#50. 1 


Tis enough for thee to know, that the Supper did ſuf- 
ficiently ſatisfy a Legion of Poets; which is as much 
Glory as was ever related of any Supper. So they made 
an end of that merry Bout; and ſo ceaſed the Doctor 
Cenuda to be a Fool; and began the Office of a wiſe 

Man: Mind me what I fay ; for Courtſhip and Diſ. 
eretion are not Graces, but Offices, and perchance of 
thoſe who vend them. When thou ſhalt hear ſay that 
Mr. Such- a- one courteth Madam Such- a- one; do not 
for that think he is altogether a Courtier of Ladies ; z for 
in this manner you are wont to as, What Man is this ? 
what Perſon is that? ſo as it is only to be underſtood, 
he has at this Time, that Occupation or Office of a 
: Courtier. You may ſuppoſe the ſame from henceſor- 
ward of wiſe , = and let it .be on my. Account. 
Would you be a wiſe Man amongſt an hundred wiſe 
Men; give them a good Supper, and you ſhall ſee, 
that although you were an errand Pack-horſe, they. will 
commend you, 0 Ion. loaded with er us 


e . 


The Doftor + Ends is appr bonded al L the Re 
queſt of bis Enemies. 


| FAS there ever yet ſeen a Flaſh of Ließ, £4 | 
. baaſting of its Power, that intending to Eil. it 
would endeayour to deſtroy without Noiſe? At the 
Piſtols, Muskets, and other ſuck like Inſtruments of 
Death, we need not wonder; for perchance it was the 
| Defe& of the Artificer, which could not make them 
Klent, as the valiant are: But what I amy confident of, 
is, that Nature contriv'd to temper the Malice of the 
Lightning, with the ſcandalous ratling of the Thunder, 
as being ſorry for its Formation, and thereby adviſing 
the World, This they ſhould get themſelves under Shel- 
ter. Oh! how DG would Love be, if the Noiſe - 
of it ſhould not cure us: Aſſuredly, Mifreſo Finical, 
if you brag of your Beauty, and the Rays of your Eyes, 
that they are able to kill with Love; yet the Noiſe: (I 
muſt tell you) will help us to eſcape. you; or at- leaſt, 
will bring ſuch a Blemiſh on your Reputation, as we 
ſhall fully be revenged, and ſo cry Quits with you z ; for 
what would become of us, if it ſhould be otherwiſe? 
How freely would you make your Shot? if, as you 
know the Bullets kill us; you knew not likewiſe that 
the Crack and Smoke ſoils you. _ 
Dorothea (with bluſhing Cheeks) told the whale Sto⸗ ; 
Ty to her Father and Mother; and had no great Trou- 
ble to make them believe her; for as being a Part of 
their Soul, they. underſtood her Manners, and from 
thence were aſſured that there was no forcing her Will: 
But ſhe fatisfied not the World ſo eafily ; who knew. 
the Nights 1255 had r lamented or at her own —_ 4 
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Wind, it is blown about in the Wind, a Maſs is made 
thereof, and is given to all, and diſpers' d into every 
Part ; for what does not the Air penetrate ? and the 
Voice carries no greater Body than the Air. 


The Licentiate Cempazano our Audaluxian Gallant 1 
heard it, and who ſo well able as he? who was all 


tarn'd to Ears, ſince he had been made ſuch an Aſs of. 
Ohl what do Fools loſe, by being confident ! for in 


Eff they loſe more than they have: Confidence had | 


made our Arrogant Andaluzer conjecture all that Beauty 


of Dorothea's to be his own ; and he was ſo poſſeſſed 


with this Fancy, that the Day i in which he had Natice 
the Lady was ſtollen away, he undertook her Search, 


on his own Account; and let himſelf think, ſhe had 
been ſtollen from him. Confident Fool, was it not bet- 
ter to imagine ſhe was not thine ? as really ſhe was not, 


whereby in Caſe of her Loſs, any Injury done her, or 


any Contempt put upon her ; thou wouldit not have had — 


ſo great Share in her Sufferings, nor wouldſt thou have 
| thought they had taken her, as it were out of thy Bed 

from thee ;- and now that I am talking of Licentiates, I 
ſpeak to all. Gentlemen, you who ſue for Offices or 
Preferments, do not ſue for them as Campuzano did to 
Dorothea, that you grieve not, when you find your ſel ves 
'mocked ; but provide your ſelves beforehand with Pa- 


tience, by knowing that they are not yet yours; and if 


they be given to others, they are not taken from you. 
He was now become a Lien, as to Courage ; and 
perceiving that he wanted Paws to prey withal, he con- 


tented himſelf with roaring, though ſore againſt his 


Will; but in that manner he accoſts the Juſtice; affirm- 
ing, That the Doctor Cenudo was a Conjurer ; that be 
 hept a Familiar ; and that he daily committed a Thou- 


ſand Violences, by Virtue of Witchcraft; that he ra- 


iſhed Maids; made himſelf: Maſter of other Men's 
© Wealth; and other Miracles which his Spight di Gated. 


I 0o all which a Teniente gave him Credit, and went out | 
* Sue to _apprekend the DoQor, wat carrying 7 of ” 
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5 made much of at another's. In fine, the Voice 15 


E Fb Foot, : 153 


| Guard of Aleuaziles, and other Officers with him, as: 
- alſo. the Licentiate himſelf for a Guide. 


'Theſe beſet the Doctor's Houſe on all Sides, called at 
the Door, and giving (by | Campuzano's Advice) the 
Name of Don Felix, to facilitate their Entrance, it was 


opened to them 3. and leaving Order for ſome to ſtay - 


there below, the Teuiente went up, and came to the 
Doctor's Bedſide, where he found him faſt aſleep, and 
Fearing that if he ſhould awake, he might aſſiſt himſelf 
with ſome Spirit, he commanded four Serjants or Bai- 


liffs to ſhackle him quickly, who preſently obey'd, and ” 


would have done as much if it had been to four Devils. 
At the Noiſe of this, the miſerable Doctor awaked, 


and ſeeing himſelf ſeized and bound on that manner, 


and all his Chamber full of Halberts, being amazed and 
* hted, he began to recommend himſelf to God and 

ints, with great Earneſtneſs; at which the Teniente 
ws angry and afraid, ſuppoſing he had been muttering 


his Charms, and already began to fancy himſelf in the - 


| Hobgoblins Clutches ; wherefore. putting a Gagg inte 


His Mouth, he ſent him away to Priſon, with a Squa- 
don of taſty Feiiovrs 1 kim ; charging them to 


ſecure him in the ſafeſt Dungeon; which they did: And 
the Teniente ſtayed with 5 * Scrivan and other Offi- 


cCers, to find out the Charms, Vows, and TUNIS 
of his Witchcrafts. 


To which end he ſent foreral of his Artordiads over 
all the Houſe, whilſt he ſtill continued with the Licen- 


tiate, and the reſt of his Train above; who caſting their 


Eyes on a. Cabinet curiquſly wraught, which ſtood at the 
Doctor's Bed's. head, broke it open, ſuſpecting they might 
find ſome Charms in it; the Teniente examined the 


Drawers, and diſcourſing with Campuzano, asked him 
if he knew what kind of Things Conjurations were; 


the Licentiate told him, they were certain Prayers or 


Invocations in Rhime ; and that in a Commiſſion, which 
he had onee againſt a Company of Witches, he had at- 


tained to muck Knowledge N W 25 ; "oor if it 
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had not been the "br = would 9 * 5 
made him believe he himſelf had been a Wizard. 5 
They were in this talk, when in a Drawer, they 

eſpied certain Papers, of which Campuzano reading 

fome Scraps, cried out, Theſe are Rhimes ; as T live, 

we have found out now the Conjurations : The 71805 

who knew as much of Conjurations, as of Rhimes; and 

had a great Deſire the Rhimes might prove to be Con- 

Jn; that he might make a Holiday, and Day of 

8 1 for the rude Rabble in the great Market · place; 

he had often croſſed himſelf, and ſaid ſome de- 
vout Prayers, and renounced the implicite Compact, 
which they mighy poſſibly contain in them; and de- 
clared fully and plainly that it was not his Intent to do 

il to any one, by reading thoſe Papers; neither to 

raiſe up any Spirit to converſe with ; nor make the Devil 

take any viſible Shape: He began to read the firſt ? 


Conjuration, according to his Os. which he found 
ſaid on this manner; 


Look down {thou faithleſs Mother of Lovi) alt dee 2 
Fae humble Suppliant oiihy. Majeſty : 8 - 
And though 1 with no golden Shrines a por 
At leaſt I come ſurcharg d with Grief, | with Fear. 


Take back theſe Flowers, ſcarce wak'd by th ee 
This Hope cut off, ſo ſoon as twas begun; 


Since being at higheſt Pitch of Bliſs attain'd, 
I find thy Promiſe broke, - "thy Colours ſtain'd, 


Henceforth thy barren Favours thou may'ſt 8 oy 
And them diſtribute to ſome happier Spring; - 
For whilſt they preſs ſo haſtily on me, 

My Fall's more violent than it would be. 


And if the Cruelty which thou doſt ſend _ ER. 
Have not had Power enough my Life to end;; 
It is becauſe the Fright hath given me Bam 

And taught me how to lead a lite more calm. 


* 9 > / — 
* 


here, the Obligation which he preſents. her with in this 
Conjuration. The Teniente was amazed, and havi 


but little Skill in Conjurations, the Smplicity and Igng- 


rance of the Licenciate paſſed with 855 for currant; 
15 _ on further. 


An Ago 7 * n hich? Horace 


Painteth out. 


5 
TE who by 93 in's dirakted Mind 3 
Pleaſing Ideas, full Content could find ; 
And though's Chimeras did ſucceed in van, 
Sweet Adulation made all well again: „% 


: . 
Tluſtrated by 1 and brought | to Day. ES 
Us chids his Fortune for her traiterous play, : 

That from a Place of Glory ſo ſublime, 
Had tempted him to a leſs happy Clime. 


Lay, . thy deceitful Panclle by 


Which feigns ſo eaſy this my Miſery ; | 
_ They'll ſweetly draw what's cruel, fierce, and wild, 
And make that rude, which gentle i is and mild. 


Let no falſe — over m Griefs be bra. 
E faithfully let them be coloured; 


For Painting ſteals. when it Advantage ſpies, 
e from Truth, only to blind our 1 - 


Here the ill Intention of the Reader was. more cloud- 


a Ma and he faid : For theſe occaſions it is good to have 
ſtudied Human Learning, who would have hit upon it 
_ befides my ſelf? Take notice (Senior 7. eniente) of this © 
Conjuration which he makes to the Moon. To the 


Moon, replyed the Teniente, I fee no ſuch Thing, nei- 


7 * is there a Word here whereby it may be conjectur- 


Ne Helin Foot, „ 


Does your Worſhip obſerve, ſaid Campers, the 
Sacrifice 9 this Villain makes to Venus? Mind 


1 
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Tbe Word Cynthia, replied Campuzans, does not your | 


. conſider that it is an Invocation of the Moon gr 
Diana, whom the Gentiles adored by the Name of 
Cynthia, for having been born in the Mountain Cynthus. 
With this reſpect therefore he invokes her, as the An- 


_ "cient Magicians did, that ſhe ſhould come down to moiſt» 


en and give Virtue to the Herbs, of which they are to 
compound their magical Poiſons. 
The Teniente believed him, and I as tell yOu, that 
J am half afraid leaſt the Reader ſhould alſo believe it: 
But not to ſpeak more of the Herbs. 
Vou are to know (friendly Reader) that all Hereſies of 
the World have had the ſame beginnings, as theſe Mad- 
neſſes of Campuxano. Here you ſee him with a 
Reputation, in Madrid, and ſuch a one, that depending 
on it, he ſues for preferment, but becoming jealous, 
would revenge himſelf; and this Blindneſs makes him 


believe, that a Copy of Love · verſes are Ma agical Charms. 


Who would think this of a Man fo practis'd in Learnin 
Did you not hear him diſcourſe with the Doctor 1 
at the Viſit of the Machines? Did you not juſt now ob- 
ſerve him ſhew his Schoolſhip with the Teniente: Then 
what can we think ſhould be the reaſon of this blind- 


neſs, but that his jealous paſſion carries OR on hood- 


wink'd. 

Diſcretion, Learning, and Erudition; , are wich Men, 
like Clothes, handſome drefling and Gallantry : Put me 
à rich Suite of Clothes on a Crook back'd Man, or on a 

tall Lubber, whoſe Soul forgets it's Feet by reaſon. of the 
great diſtance from them, let him walk in the Street, 
and it ſhall not ſeem that he goes, but that he is carried: 
Dreſs him up, without ſparing Faſhion, Curioſity or 
Expence, and you will ſee how ill he ſets them forth, 
- and, that as though the Clothes ſhould carry him, and 
not he the Clothes, he marches diſorderly, indecently, 


- flovenly, and clowniſhly, diſcrediting the Nobleneſs, and 
Gallantry of the Silks, with the baſeneſs and unhandſome- 


neſs of the Motion. On the contraty, 
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out any Thing 
God it be, to be underſtood. 


There are others with very little Scholarſhip like Rh 


your thread-bare Gallants, but ſo Ingenious, Witty, 
Pleaſant, and Eloquent, that with ſomething which they 
have learnt at a Play, or heard commended in a Diſ- 
courſe, or obſerved in ſome ſmall Book, they ſet theme 


| ſelves forth, become ſo Airy and Reſplendent, that they 


draw all Admiration after him. ; 


Senior Campuzano (to come to our Story) had a Wit 


ſo ill contrived, that. after he had done, what he could, 


to procure the furniſhing himſelf with Gallantry, he was 


but a Pack-horſe loaded with it, not a Gallaur. 
Of theſe the World is full, and ſuch is the gnorant 
Vulgar, that only for hearing ſay, They have a great 


many Books : They take a World of pains: They have 


their Degrees, and other Titles, which give no Wit, by 
all means they eſteem them for wiſe Prudent and Dif-. 


_ creet. 


I ſhould have been glad, Seniar Licenciado Campuzans, 
that you had not been born in the Pride of Anda/uzia;\. 
to let you ſee your Error, and tell you that thoſe Papers 
which you ſtand poring on are not Conjurations, but 

handſome Verſes. They would have paſſed on further 
tranſported with their W if at that In 
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from them, and when it comes, praß 
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, who had been ſearching the Houſe, more Nye? 
e if there was .any Thing for them to prey up · 
dn t make any difcovery of the Accufation + 


I 5 N ; * — De brought in a number of oathes for Devils, 


| Foxes "Tails, Wolves. Heads, Skulls, and other ſuch 
pery, and pieces of Mackines, br to tell you plain- 
175 our Doctor was not a Conjurer, but a Man * 4 Plea. 
Sant Humour, that with Ingenious Artifice, delighted 


55 to revenge himſelf of the troubleſomeneſs of I ee) - 


* . make ſhort, thi third Day after, like one that 
kad been under Water, he appeared again at the Top, 
femaining free from that Accuſation, by the good *. 
ligence of Don Felix, his faitliful Friend, who giving 
kim an embrace, preſented him with the welcome tid- 
Ings of his Liberty. He wondred to hear ft, not that 
His Innocence did not ſecure him, but becauſe the Ne- 
gotiation ſeemed very ſhort. 

Don Felix ſatisfied all his doubts, not withont Ga 
| lighter, relating him all the Paſſages of the Proceſs, 
and particularly the laſt means by which he had overs 
come all, which was, his having alledged and proved 

againſt Sie: whole Charge of his Y hen", Dug that he was 

AN IGNORANT a a FOOL, an IDEOT, and 
that as ſuch, he had ſpent his Life, his Time, and E- 
tate in Books, Pictures, and Devils Cloaths, after a 
particular and Pleaſant Humour, ſeparating himſelf from 
the common Uſe and Life of Me Man: That this being 
proved by a Number of Witneſſes, and the Teniente ſa- 
tisfied, of the Artifice of the Machines, and that how 
che Papers which he had found in his Cabinet were 
not Conjurations, nor Invocations, but Ballads, and 
Sommets, and alſo that it was he himſelf who had writ- - 
ten them, with which his Fooliſhneſs was more confirm- 
ed, therefore he abſolved him from the Accuſation, and 


2 W 8 in a Yr 1 for his Scan- 
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fortune would befal mo by being He t a 
back his Eyes on his. fore-paſt Lite, Gall g ts nid... 
that all his Proſperities and good Succefles had omg: h 

to him by his Polliee, and; firmly reſdlyed. to 
many, t that he might not eeaſe being Happy. 
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- With this he took his leave of his Friends, 
BY NO are” him in the Priſon, and with the Joy of | 
ing himſelf free, he came to my Lodging to viſit. me, - 3 
and to enjoy his Liberty. He hol declared to me the | 
FF Secret; which was the Occaſion of his Nee, 3 = 
8 Purpoſe which he had of being a Fot al his Eie: 2 2 
for ſeeing himſelf in that firaight;zhe had made a Vow 2 
to Folly, that if he eſcaped Ve Misfortune, he would 0 = 
2 | become à Fol, and profeſs to be ſo all the Remainder 
t | of his Life. He goes fulfilling his Vow, and I follow 3 
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2 1 8 | _ Friendly Reader, take a good C urage, and h 3 | 5 f g + 1 
A | 0 his Follies; for it may be, they have Virtue to make — nl 


1 Frm him that Hears them, as well as him that dees 
them. . F 


| Books Printed f for ws Sold by JaMzs : 
= 199 * DALTON, Bookſeller, at the Ea of 
= b; 20 ride's- Alley in Patrick. Street. 


BY 3 5 -— PF"YH . Power of Love in ſeven Novels, ) 
_— A wiz. Firſt the Fair Hypocrite, 
Sccond the Phyſician's Stratagem 3 
* Third the Wife's Reſentment, | 
= Four and Five the Huſband's Reſentment 3 ; 5 2 © 
| 3 5 In tWo Examples, 
1 Sir the Happy Fugitives; 
Seven the Perjur'd Beauty. 
, By Mrs. Man LE x. Xo 4 


. 5 The Noble Slaves, or the Eives and) * 15 
Adventures of two Lords and two 3 
=  -Ladies, being a Hiſtory full of moſt 3 E 
- Remarkable Events by Mrs. AuBz1N. 8 


= The Fortunate Fool, Bound, Oo 


4 7 5 Bibles in large O av with e Pſalms and Apo- 
mrpha. 
Ditto, without either. 


DCommon- Prayers, large 8 vo. with Red Rubricks. 
Ditto, with Black. 


Common-Prayers, 128. 

Ditto, 245. 

>  Teſtaments of different Sorts. 

Pe alters, Primers, Child's-Guides, angel Sorts of School- 
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Books. 


N. B. At the ow Place may be had Boos in 
moi Faculties; and all manner of Stationary Ware, 
* the moſt reaſonable Rate. 5 

And ready Money for ay Gentleman 8 e 0 
e Parcells of Books, 


